i fought the law tab

i fought the law tab is a popular search term among musicians and music enthusiasts
alike, often associated with learning how to play the classic song "I Fought the Law." This
iconic track has been covered by numerous artists, making it a staple in rock and pop
culture. In this comprehensive article, we will delve into the details of the song, provide a
detailed breakdown of its chords and tabs, and offer insights into its historical significance
and various renditions. Additionally, we will explore tips for mastering the song on your
instrument, whether you play guitar, bass, or piano.

To help you navigate through this detailed guide, we have included a Table of Contents
that outlines the main topics we will cover.
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Introduction to "I Fought the Law"

"I Fought the Law" is a song that has transcended generations, originating in the late
1950s and gaining immense popularity through various cover versions. Written by Sonny
Curtis of the Crickets, the song was first recorded by the group in 1959, but it was the
cover by The Bobby Fuller Four in 1966 that propelled it to iconic status. The song's
narrative revolves around themes of rebellion and the consequences of defying authority,
making it relatable and timeless. Its catchy melody and straightforward chord structure
make it a favorite among budding musicians. Understanding the song's foundation is
crucial for anyone looking to play it effectively.

Understanding the Song's History

The history of "I Fought the Law" is rich and layered, reflecting the cultural shifts of the
era it emerged from. Originally penned by Curtis, it was intended to capture the essence
of youthful defiance. The Crickets released their version, but it did not gain significant
traction until the song was covered by The Clash and The Bobby Fuller Four. The Clash's



punk rendition in 1979 introduced the song to a new generation, solidifying its place in
rock history.

The song's lyrics tell a poignant story of a young man's run-in with the law, ultimately
leading to his capture. This narrative resonated with many, especially during times of
social upheaval. The themes of rebellion and consequence continue to strike a chord with
listeners today, making it a timeless classic.

Chords and Tabs Overview

For those looking to learn "I Fought the Law," understanding the chords and tabs is
essential. The song is typically played in the key of A, making it accessible for guitarists
and pianists alike. The basic chord progression is simple, allowing musicians of all levels
to engage with the song.

Basic Chords

The main chords used in "I Fought the Law" are A, D, and E. Here’s a brief overview of
how these chords fit into the song:

e A Major: The foundational chord, setting the key for the song.
e D Major: Provides a contrast that enhances the melodic structure.

e E Major: Used to create tension and resolution within the progression.

Chords Breakdown

The following is a simplified chord progression for the verses:
e A-D-A-E
eA-D-A-E
eA-D-A-E
eA-D-A-E
This progression repeats throughout the song, making it easy to memorize. For guitarists,

the strumming pattern can vary, but a down-up strumming technique works well to keep
the rhythm lively.



Playing "I Fought the Law" on Different
Instruments

While "I Fought the Law" is predominantly played on guitar, it can also be adapted for
other instruments, such as bass and piano. Each instrument brings its unique flair to the
song, allowing for a variety of interpretations.

Guitar Techniques

For guitarists, mastering the song involves not just the chords but also the strumming
pattern. Experimenting with palm muting and adding embellishments can create a more
dynamic sound. Additionally, practicing with a metronome will help maintain a consistent
tempo.

Bass Guitar Adaptation

Bass players can emphasize the root notes of the chords, creating a solid foundation for
the song. The bass line often follows the chord progressions closely, but adding slides and
rhythmic variations can enhance the performance.

Piano Arrangement

Pianists can play the song using the same chord structure while incorporating arpeggios
to add depth. Playing the chords in the left hand and the melody in the right hand creates
a fuller sound that can be quite captivating.

Famous Covers of the Song

"I Fought the Law" has seen numerous covers that have contributed to its legacy. Each
artist brings their style while remaining true to the song's essence. Some of the most
notable covers include:

e The Crickets (1959): The original version that laid the groundwork for future
renditions.

e The Bobby Fuller Four (1966): The cover that popularized the song, reaching the
top of the charts.

e The Clash (1979): A punk rendition that revitalized the song for a new audience.

¢ Green Day (2004): A modern take on the classic that introduced it to a new
generation of fans.

These covers not only keep the song alive but also showcase its versatility across different
music genres.



Tips for Mastering the Song

To effectively master "I Fought the Law," musicians can benefit from a few key strategies.
Here are some tips to elevate your performance:

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice helps with muscle memory and confidence.

Listen to Various Versions: Analyzing different interpretations can provide
insights and inspire creativity.

Play Along with the Recording: Jamming with the original track can help with
timing and dynamics.

Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your practice can identify areas for
improvement.

Incorporating these techniques can significantly enhance your ability to perform "I Fought
the Law" effectively and confidently.

Conclusion

"I Fought the Law" remains a beloved anthem of rebellion and youthful defiance. Its
simple yet effective structure allows musicians of all levels to engage with the song,
making it a staple in the repertoire of many. From its rich historical context to the various
ways it can be played across instruments, this classic track continues to resonate with
audiences worldwide. Whether you are a seasoned musician or a beginner, mastering "I
Fought the Law" is an enriching endeavor that connects you to a piece of musical history.

Q: What are the main chords in "I Fought the Law"?

A: The main chords are A, D, and E, which form the backbone of the song's progression.

Q: Who originally wrote "I Fought the Law"?

A: The song was originally written by Sonny Curtis of the Crickets.

Q: What is the significance of The Clash's cover of the
song?

A: The Clash's cover in 1979 introduced "I Fought the Law" to a punk audience,
revitalizing its popularity and showcasing its versatility.



Q: How can I improve my performance of "I Fought the
Law"?

A: Regular practice, listening to various versions, playing along with the recording, and
recording yourself can help improve your performance.

Q: Is "I Fought the Law" suitable for beginners to learn?

A: Yes, the song features simple chords and a straightforward structure, making it
accessible for beginner musicians.

Q: What instruments can I use to play "I Fought the
Law"?

A: The song can be played on various instruments, including guitar, bass, and piano, with
adaptations for each.

Q: What themes are explored in "I Fought the Law"?

A: The song explores themes of rebellion, authority, and the consequences of defying the
law.

Q: What are some popular covers of "I Fought the Law"?
A: Notable covers include those by The Bobby Fuller Four, The Clash, and Green Day.

Q: Can "I Fought the Law" be played in different genres?

A: Yes, the song's structure allows it to be adapted into various genres, including rock,
punk, and pop.

Q: What is the best way to learn the strumming pattern
for guitar?

A: Practicing with a metronome and experimenting with different strumming techniques
can help in mastering the pattern.
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