
i was there to hear your borning cry sheet
music
I was there to hear your borning cry sheet music is a beloved piece of liturgical music that holds a
significant place in many Christian denominations. Written by the contemporary hymn writer, the
piece has become a staple in worship services, especially during baptisms and other special
occasions. In this article, we will explore the origins of the hymn, its significance in worship, a detailed
look at the sheet music, and tips for musicians and congregations on how to effectively use it in
various settings.

Origins of the Hymn

The hymn "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" was written by the renowned composer and hymn
writer, Brian Wren. Wren has made substantial contributions to contemporary hymnody, often
focusing on themes of social justice, inclusivity, and the human experience of faith.

Historical Context

- Emergence in the 20th Century: The hymn emerged in the late 20th century when there was a
growing interest in incorporating contemporary language and themes into traditional worship
settings.
- Influence of the Ecumenical Movement: The hymn reflects the ideals of the ecumenical movement,
promoting unity among different Christian denominations and emphasizing shared beliefs and
practices.

Lyric Themes

The lyrics of "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" capture the journey of faith from birth to
adulthood, emphasizing God's presence at every stage. Key themes include:

1. God’s Ever-Present Love: The hymn reassures congregants of God’s constant love and support
throughout their lives.
2. The Importance of Community: It highlights the role of the faith community in nurturing individuals
from birth through their spiritual journey.
3. Personal Reflection: The lyrics encourage personal reflection on one’s own spiritual journey and
experiences.

Significance in Worship

"I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" is particularly significant for its use in baptism services and



dedication ceremonies.

Usage in Baptism Services

- Celebration of New Life: The hymn is often sung during baptism, celebrating the new life in Christ
and the promises made by the parents and the church community.
- Ritual of Commitment: It serves as a reminder of the commitment made by the congregation to
support the baptized in their spiritual journey.

Broader Worship Settings

Beyond baptism, the hymn can be used in various worship settings:

- Worship Services: It can be included in regular Sunday services, particularly on occasions that focus
on family and community.
- Special Celebrations: The hymn is suitable for occasions such as Confirmation, First Communion, and
other milestones in a person's faith journey.

Understanding the Sheet Music

The I was there to hear your borning cry sheet music is often available in various formats, catering to
different musical skill levels and arrangements.

Musical Composition

- Melody: The melody is both accessible and expressive, allowing congregations to sing along easily.
- Harmony: The sheet music typically includes harmonies that enrich the vocal lines, making it ideal
for choir or congregational singing.

Instrumentation

- Piano Accompaniment: The piano part is usually straightforward, making it suitable for amateur
pianists while still offering opportunities for more skilled musicians to enhance the performance.
- Additional Instruments: The piece can be accompanied by other instruments, such as guitar or
strings, to create a fuller sound during worship.

Tips for Musicians and Congregations

To effectively incorporate "I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" into worship, here are some



practical tips:

Preparation for Musicians

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Music: Musicians should take the time to practice the piece thoroughly
before introducing it to the congregation.
2. Rehearse with the Choir: If a choir is involved, ensure that there are dedicated rehearsals to work
on harmonies and blend.
3. Consider Instrumentation Choices: Select instruments that complement the vocal lines, enriching
the overall sound.

Engaging the Congregation

- Introduce the Hymn: Provide a brief introduction to the hymn’s themes and significance before
singing to engage the congregation.
- Encourage Participation: Make sure the lyrics are accessible, whether through hymnals or projection,
encouraging everyone to join in singing.

Post-Worship Reflection

- Discussion: After the service, consider having a discussion or reflection time where congregants can
share their thoughts on the hymn and its relevance to their faith journey.
- Incorporate into Teaching: Use the hymn as a teaching tool in classes or small groups to discuss the
themes of God's presence and community support.

Conclusion

"I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry" is more than just a hymn; it is a profound expression of faith
and community. The I was there to hear your borning cry sheet music stands as a testament to the
journey of life and the presence of God through all experiences. Its use in worship serves to unite
congregations in shared faith and commitment. Whether used in baptism or other significant
moments, this hymn continues to resonate, inviting individuals to reflect on their spiritual journey and
the community that supports them. As we embrace such meaningful music in our worship settings,
we foster an environment of inclusivity, love, and shared faith that enriches our collective experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning



Cry' in worship services?
The hymn is often used in baptismal services and celebrations of new life, emphasizing God's
presence from the very beginning.

Who composed 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'?
The hymn was composed by Ron McKee in 1985 and has become popular in various Christian
denominations.

Is sheet music for 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'
readily available?
Yes, sheet music for the hymn can be found in various hymnals and online music retailers.

What themes are prevalent in 'I Was There to Hear Your
Borning Cry'?
The hymn explores themes of God's faithfulness, the journey of life, and the significance of baptism.

Can 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry' be used for
different occasions?
Yes, it is suitable for baptisms, confirmations, and services celebrating new beginnings or the gift of
life.

What are some common arrangements of the hymn's sheet
music?
There are various arrangements for piano, guitar, and vocal ensembles, allowing for flexibility in
performance.

Are there any notable recordings of 'I Was There to Hear Your
Borning Cry'?
Yes, several artists and church choirs have recorded the hymn, including renditions in both traditional
and contemporary styles.

How can one integrate 'I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'
into a church service?
It can be included during congregational singing, as a solo during a baptism, or as part of a reflective
moment in the service.



What is the musical key of the original version of 'I Was There
to Hear Your Borning Cry'?
The original version is typically set in the key of G major, though it can be transposed for different
vocal ranges.

What is the overall message conveyed through the lyrics of 'I
Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry'?
The lyrics convey a message of God's eternal presence and love, celebrating the sacred moments of
birth and life.
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