
ib history ia questions
IB History IA questions are crucial components of the International Baccalaureate (IB) History
course, specifically tailored to assess students' analytical and research skills. The Internal
Assessment (IA) is a significant part of the curriculum, accounting for 20% of the final grade. This
article will explore the importance of IA questions, provide guidance on crafting effective questions,
and offer examples to inspire IB History students.

Understanding the IB History IA

The IB History IA is a research project that allows students to explore a historical topic of their
choice in depth. The primary objective is to develop a historical inquiry that demonstrates students'
ability to think critically, analyze primary and secondary sources, and present their findings
coherently.

Key Components of the IB History IA

The IA consists of several key components, including:

1. Research Question: The foundation of the IA, it must be clear, focused, and specific.
2. Introduction: A brief overview of the topic and its significance.
3. Investigation: A detailed examination of the research question, supported by evidence and
analysis.
4. Reflection: Students reflect on the process of their research and the challenges faced.
5. Conclusion: A summary of the findings and their implications.

Crafting Effective IB History IA Questions

Creating a strong research question is pivotal for a successful IA. Here are some essential tips for
crafting effective IB History IA questions:

1. Choose a Relevant Topic

Select a topic that interests you and is relevant to the syllabus. The topic should have sufficient
sources available for research. Some potential areas to explore include:

- Political events (e.g., revolutions, elections)
- Social movements (e.g., civil rights, feminism)
- Economic developments (e.g., the Great Depression)
- International relations (e.g., treaties, wars)



2. Focus on Specificity

A good research question should be narrow and specific. Broad questions may lead to vague
analyses. For example, instead of asking, "What were the causes of World War II?" consider a more
focused question like, "To what extent did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the outbreak of
World War II?"

3. Ensure Historical Significance

The question should address a topic of historical significance. It should allow for an exploration of
the impact of events, individuals, or movements on society. Questions that invite debate and
differing interpretations are especially valuable.

4. Encourage Critical Analysis

Your research question should require critical thinking and analysis rather than mere description.
Phrasing questions to prompt evaluation or comparison can deepen the analysis.

Examples of IB History IA Questions

To help illustrate how to develop effective research questions, here are several examples across
different historical contexts:

Political History

1. "To what extent did the policies of Joseph Stalin reshape the Soviet Union's economy and society
between 1928 and 1939?"
2. "How effective was Martin Luther King Jr.'s leadership in the American Civil Rights Movement
from 1955 to 1968?"

Social History

1. "In what ways did the feminist movement of the 1960s and 1970s alter societal perceptions of
gender roles in the United States?"
2. "How did the experiences of women during World War II contribute to the post-war feminist
movement in Britain?"



Economic History

1. "To what extent did the economic policies of the Weimar Republic contribute to the rise of Adolf
Hitler?"
2. "How did the Great Depression influence the economic strategies of Franklin D. Roosevelt during
his presidency?"

International Relations

1. "What role did the United Nations play in the resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962?"
2. "How did the Cold War shape U.S. foreign policy in Latin America during the 1960s?"

Researching and Writing the IA

Once you’ve established a research question, the next steps involve conducting thorough research
and organizing your findings. Here are some strategies to enhance your IA writing process:

1. Conduct Comprehensive Research

Utilize a variety of sources, including:

- Primary Sources: Letters, official documents, photographs, and eyewitness accounts.
- Secondary Sources: Books, journal articles, and credible websites that analyze your topic.

2. Organize Your Findings

Create an outline to organize your thoughts and ensure a logical flow of information. This outline
should include:

- Introduction
- Background information
- Analysis of sources
- Discussion of findings
- Conclusion

3. Write a Draft and Revise

Start by writing a rough draft based on your outline. Focus on getting your ideas down without
worrying too much about perfection. After your draft is complete:



- Revise for clarity, coherence, and conciseness.
- Ensure proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism.
- Seek feedback from teachers or peers to gain different perspectives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, IB History IA questions serve as the cornerstone of a successful Internal
Assessment. By choosing a relevant, specific, and significant research question, students can embark
on an engaging inquiry that showcases their analytical abilities and understanding of historical
contexts. Remember, the process of researching and writing the IA is an opportunity for personal
growth and academic development, paving the way for future studies and a deeper appreciation of
history. With careful planning and execution, students can create a compelling IA that reflects their
interests and insights into the past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for choosing a topic for my
IB History IA?
Consider selecting a topic that interests you and has sufficient primary and secondary sources
available. Focus on specific events, figures, or themes that allow for in-depth analysis and critical
examination. Additionally, ensure that your topic meets the IA criteria, including historical
significance and the ability to formulate a clear research question.

How can I formulate a strong research question for my IB
History IA?
A strong research question should be specific, focused, and open to analysis. Start by identifying a
historical event or issue, then narrow it down to ask 'how' or 'why' something occurred, rather than
simply asking 'what' happened. Ensure that your question allows for multiple perspectives and can
be supported with evidence.

What are the key components that I must include in my IB
History IA?
Your IB History IA should include an introduction with your research question, a rationale for your
topic choice, a detailed investigation with evidence and analysis, a conclusion summarizing your
findings, and a bibliography citing your sources. Additionally, you may include appendices for any
supplementary material.

How important is the evaluation of sources in the IB History



IA?
Evaluating sources is crucial in the IB History IA as it demonstrates your ability to critically assess
the reliability and relevance of the evidence you present. Discuss the origin, purpose, and context of
your sources, and analyze their strengths and weaknesses in relation to your research question.

What common mistakes should I avoid when writing my IB
History IA?
Avoid vague research questions, excessive summary without analysis, and failing to evaluate sources
properly. Additionally, steer clear of overly broad topics that lack focus, and ensure your
bibliography is correctly formatted. Lastly, adhere to the word limit and structure your IA clearly to
enhance coherence and readability.
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