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IBM Selectric II Typewriter Service Manual

The IBM Selectric II typewriter is a legendary piece of office equipment that
revolutionized typing when it was introduced in the 1960s. Known for its
innovative design, reliability, and ease of use, it became a staple in many
workplaces and homes. For those who own this remarkable machine,
understanding how to maintain and service it is crucial to ensure its
longevity and efficiency. The IBM Selectric II Typewriter Service Manual
serves as an invaluable resource for technicians and enthusiasts alike,
providing detailed instructions on troubleshooting, repairs, and maintenance
procedures.

Overview of the IBM Selectric II Typewriter

The IBM Selectric II was an improvement over its predecessor, the original
Selectric typewriter. Key features included:

- Interchangeable Type Balls: The Selectric II allowed users to change
typefaces quickly by swapping out type balls, making it versatile for
different document styles.

- Correcting Mechanism: It incorporated a correction feature that enabled
typists to easily fix mistakes, enhancing productivity.

- Electric Drive: The electric motor provided consistent force for typing,
which resulted in a smoother experience.

The Selectric II was widely adopted in various sectors, including business,
education, and publishing, due to its reliability and performance.

Importance of the Service Manual

A service manual is essential for anyone who wishes to keep their IBM
Selectric II in optimal working condition. Here are several reasons why the
service manual is significant:

1. Comprehensive Troubleshooting

The manual includes a detailed troubleshooting guide that helps users
identify and solve common issues. This section typically covers:



- Typing Errors: Incorrect letters, sticking keys, or uneven spacing.

- Mechanical Issues: Problems with the carriage return, typeball movement, or
ribbon installation.

- Electrical Malfunctions: Issues related to the motor, switches, or power

supply.

2. Maintenance Procedures

Routine maintenance is crucial for the longevity of any typewriter. The
service manual provides guidelines on:

- Cleaning the Typewriter: Step-by-step instructions on how to clean the
keyboard, typeball, and internal mechanisms.

- Lubrication: Recommendations for lubricating moving parts to ensure smooth
operation.

- Ribbon Replacement: Instructions for changing the typewriter ribbon to
maintain print quality.

3. Repair Instructions

For those who are more technically inclined, the service manual contains
detailed repair instructions. This includes:

- Disassembly and Reassembly: Guidelines on how to safely take apart the
machine for repairs and put it back together.

- Replacement Parts: Information on how to order and install replacement
parts, such as motors, keys, and electrical components.

- Adjustments: Directions for making adjustments to ensure proper alignment
and function.

Key Sections of the Service Manual

The IBM Selectric II Typewriter Service Manual is typically organized into
several key sections, each serving a specific purpose:

1. Introduction

This section usually includes an overview of the typewriter's features,
specifications, and intended use. It sets the tone for the rest of the manual
and provides context for the information that follows.



2. Safety Information

Safety is paramount when working on electrical devices. This section outlines
safety precautions to take while servicing the typewriter, such as:

- Ensuring the machine is unplugged before beginning any repairs.
- Using appropriate tools to avoid damage.
- Following proper protocols to avoid electrical hazards.

3. Tools and Equipment

A list of tools and equipment needed for servicing the IBM Selectric II is
provided. Common tools include:

- Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)
- Pliers

- A soft cloth for cleaning

- Lubricants (e.g., light machine o0il)

4. Troubleshooting Guide

The troubleshooting section is typically organized by symptoms. For example:

- Typewriter Does Not Power On:

- Check power cord and outlet connection.
- Inspect the fuse for any damage.

- Sticking Keys:

- Remove debris from around the keys.

- Apply lubricant to the affected keys.

5. Maintenance Procedures

Detailed maintenance procedures are outlined in this section to help users
keep their machines in top condition. Some common tasks include:

Monthly Cleaning:
Remove the typeball and clean with a soft brush.
Wipe down the exterior with a damp cloth.

Lubrication Schedule:
Lubricate the carriage assembly every six months.
Check the typebar assembly for signs of wear.



6. Repair Instructions

This section includes step-by-step instructions for common repairs, such as:

- Replacing the Motor:
- Disconnect all electrical connections.
- Remove screws securing the motor and replace it with a new one.

- Adjusting the Type Mechanism:
- Use a screwdriver to adjust the tension on the typebars.

7. Parts List and Diagrams

Visual aids are crucial for understanding the typewriter's internal
structure. This section includes:

- Exploded Diagrams: Illustrations showing the internal components and their
arrangement.
- Parts List: A comprehensive list of part numbers for ordering replacements.

Conclusion

The IBM Selectric II typewriter is more than just a nostalgic piece of
technology; it is a reliable workhorse that, with proper care, can last for
decades. The service manual serves as an essential guide for maintenance and
repair, ensuring that users can troubleshoot issues, perform regular upkeep,
and make necessary repairs. Whether you are a seasoned technician or a casual
user, having access to the IBM Selectric II Typewriter Service Manual is
invaluable for preserving the functionality and performance of this iconic
machine. With the right knowledge and tools, you can keep your Selectric II
typing beautifully for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the IBM Selectric II
typewriter service manual?

The IBM Selectric II typewriter service manual provides detailed instructions
for servicing, repairing, and maintaining the typewriter, including
troubleshooting tips and technical specifications.



Where can I find a digital copy of the IBM Selectric
II typewriter service manual?

Digital copies of the IBM Selectric II typewriter service manual can often be
found on vintage typewriter enthusiast websites, online auction platforms, or
through specialized forums that focus on typewriter restoration.

What types of maintenance tasks are covered in the
IBM Selectric II service manual?

The service manual covers a range of maintenance tasks, including ribbon
replacement, cleaning procedures, adjustments to the type mechanism, and
troubleshooting common issues.

Is the IBM Selectric II typewriter service manual
applicable to other models?

While the IBM Selectric II service manual is specifically designed for that
model, some information may be relevant to other Selectric models; however,
always refer to the specific manual for accurate guidance.

How can I use the IBM Selectric II service manual to
troubleshoot typing issues?

By following the troubleshooting section of the IBM Selectric II service
manual, you can identify and resolve common typing issues, such as misaligned
characters or stuck keys, through step-by-step diagnostic procedures.
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