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If God Was a Banker is a compelling novel by Indian author Ravi Subramanian, who has gained
recognition for his ability to weave intricate tales set against the backdrop of the financial world. This
book, published in 2007, not only captivates readers with its engaging plot but also sheds light on the
inner workings of the banking industry, revealing the moral dilemmas and ethical challenges faced by
professionals in this field. In this article, we will delve into the key themes, characters, and the overall
impact of the novel, while also exploring Ravi Subramanian's contribution to contemporary Indian
literature.

Overview of the Novel

Ravi Subramanian’s If God Was a Banker is a fictional narrative that revolves around the lives of
two main characters, Swami and Aditya, who are both ambitious bankers navigating the complexities
of the banking industry. The story unfolds in the fast-paced environment of a multinational bank in
India, where the characters encounter various challenges, including corporate politics, ethical
dilemmas, and personal struggles.

The novel is structured in a way that allows readers to experience the highs and lows of the banking
profession, making it relatable to anyone who has ever faced difficult decisions in their career.
Subramanian combines elements of drama and suspense, keeping readers engaged as they follow the
characters' journeys.

Key Themes

The novel touches upon several significant themes that resonate with both readers and professionals
in the banking sector.

1. Ethics and Morality

One of the central themes of If God Was a Banker is the conflict between ethical considerations and
the drive for success. The characters are often faced with choices that test their moral compass.
Subramanian highlights how the banking industry can sometimes blur the lines between right and
wrong, pushing individuals to make decisions that conflict with their personal values.

2. Ambition and Success

Ambition is a driving force for both Swami and Aditya. Their desire for success leads them to navigate
through various challenges, including fierce competition and personal sacrifices. The novel illustrates
how ambition can be a double-edged sword, leading to both achievement and personal turmoil.



3. The Human Element in Banking

While the financial world is often perceived as cold and transactional, If God Was a Banker
emphasizes the human element within it. Subramanian portrays the emotional struggles of his
characters, showcasing how their personal lives are intertwined with their professional roles. This
theme resonates with readers, as it reflects the reality that behind every financial decision, there are
human emotions and relationships at play.

4. Corporate Politics

The novel also explores the intricacies of corporate politics within the banking sector. Subramanian
depicts how power struggles and office dynamics can impact career trajectories and personal
relationships. This theme is particularly relevant in today’s corporate environment, where navigating
office politics is often as crucial as technical skills.

Character Analysis

The characters in If God Was a Banker are well-developed and serve as representations of the
various facets of the banking industry.

1. Swami

Swami is portrayed as an ambitious banker who is determined to climb the corporate ladder. His
character embodies the struggle between personal ethics and professional aspirations. Throughout
the novel, Swami faces numerous challenges that test his integrity and force him to confront the
reality of the banking world.

2. Aditya

Aditya, on the other hand, serves as a foil to Swami. While he is also ambitious, his approach to
success is different. Aditya’s character showcases the darker side of ambition, illustrating how the
pursuit of success can lead to moral compromises. His journey highlights the consequences of
prioritizing career advancement over personal values.

3. Supporting Characters

The supporting characters in the novel provide additional depth to the narrative. They represent
various roles within the banking industry, each contributing to the overall themes of the story. Their
interactions with Swami and Aditya further emphasize the complexities of the corporate world.



Impact and Reception

Since its publication, If God Was a Banker has received positive reviews from both readers and
critics. Ravi Subramanian’s unique perspective on the banking industry, combined with his engaging
writing style, has attracted a wide audience. The novel has been praised for its realistic portrayal of
the challenges faced by banking professionals, making it a relevant read for anyone interested in the
financial sector.

Moreover, the book has sparked discussions about ethics and morality in banking, encouraging
readers to reflect on their own values and the impact of their decisions. Subramanian’s work has
contributed to a growing genre of financial thrillers in Indian literature, paving the way for other
authors to explore similar themes.

Conclusion

Ravi Subramanian’s If God Was a Banker is not just a novel about banking; it is a profound
exploration of ambition, ethics, and the human experience within the corporate world. Through the
stories of Swami and Aditya, Subramanian invites readers to consider the complexities of their own
choices and the moral dilemmas they may face in their careers.

The novel serves as a reminder that, while the pursuit of success is admirable, it is essential to remain
grounded in one’s values and principles. As the banking industry continues to evolve, the themes
presented in If God Was a Banker remain relevant, resonating with professionals across various
sectors.

In a world where financial decisions hold significant weight, Subramanian’s work encourages a
thoughtful examination of the intersection between ethics and ambition. For anyone looking to
understand the intricacies of the banking world while being entertained by a gripping narrative, If
God Was a Banker is a must-read.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'If God Was a Banker' by Ravi
Subramanian?
The central theme revolves around the ethical dilemmas and moral conflicts faced by professionals in
the banking industry, exploring the impact of greed and ambition on personal and professional lives.

Who are the main characters in 'If God Was a Banker'?
The main characters include a banker named Aditya, who navigates the high-stakes world of finance,
and his colleagues, each representing different aspects of the banking profession.



How does Ravi Subramanian portray the banking industry in
the novel?
Ravi Subramanian portrays the banking industry as a complex and competitive environment filled
with moral challenges, where personal ambition often clashes with ethical considerations.

What lessons can readers learn from 'If God Was a Banker'?
Readers can learn about the importance of integrity, the consequences of unethical behavior, and the
need for balance between professional ambition and personal values.

What role does the concept of 'God' play in the narrative?
The concept of 'God' symbolizes the ideal of moral integrity and ethical conduct that is often absent in
the banking world, serving as a contrast to the flawed human characters.

How does 'If God Was a Banker' reflect real-world banking
issues?
The novel reflects real-world banking issues such as corruption, risk management, and the impact of
financial crises, drawing parallels to actual events in the financial sector.

What writing style does Ravi Subramanian use in the book?
Ravi Subramanian employs a narrative style that blends fiction with real-life banking scenarios,
making the story engaging and relatable to readers familiar with the finance industry.

Has 'If God Was a Banker' received any awards or
recognitions?
Yes, 'If God Was a Banker' has received critical acclaim and is considered one of the notable works in
Indian fiction that addresses the banking sector, contributing to Ravi Subramanian's reputation as a
prominent author in this genre.
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