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If Tomorrow Comes by Sidney Sheldon is a riveting novel that explores themes of
revenge, resilience, and the quest for justice. Published in 1994, the book quickly
garnered a loyal readership and continues to be celebrated for its engaging plot and
complex characters. Sheldon, a master storyteller known for his thrilling narratives,
weaves a tale that is both captivating and thought-provoking. The book follows the life of
Tracy Whitney, a woman who finds herself caught in a whirlwind of betrayal and adversity,
ultimately transforming into a figure of empowerment.

Overview of the Plot

The story unfolds in the bustling backdrop of New York City, where Tracy Whitney begins
as an ordinary woman leading a seemingly perfect life. However, her world is turned
upside down when she becomes the target of a ruthless conman. What follows is a
gripping tale of deception, survival, and the quest for revenge.

Tracy Whitney: A Complex Protagonist

Tracy Whitney is a multifaceted character who embodies strength and vulnerability. As a
successful businesswoman with a promising future, she is the epitome of ambition.
However, her life takes a dark turn when she is framed for a crime she did not commit.
Key traits of Tracy include:

- Intelligence: Tracy is resourceful and quick-witted, often using her intellect to navigate
challenging situations.
- Resilience: Despite facing overwhelming obstacles, Tracy demonstrates an unwavering
determination to reclaim her life.
- Morality: While she finds herself embroiled in a world of crime, Tracy grapples with her
moral compass, making her a relatable and empathetic character.

The Catalyst for Change

The inciting incident that propels Tracy into a world of crime is the betrayal she
experiences at the hands of someone she trusts. This pivotal moment serves as a wake-up
call, igniting her desire for revenge against those who have wronged her. The novel
explores the psychological impact of betrayal and the lengths to which an individual will
go to seek retribution.

Thematic Elements



Sidney Sheldon masterfully incorporates several themes throughout "If Tomorrow Comes,"
creating a rich tapestry of storytelling that resonates with readers.

Revenge and Justice

Revenge is a central theme in the narrative. Tracy's transformation from a victim to an
avenger underscores the idea that justice is not always served through the legal system.
Instead, she takes matters into her own hands, leading to a thrilling exploration of
morality and the consequences of one's actions. Some notable points include:

- Vigilante Justice: Tracy's journey highlights the complexities of taking justice into one's
hands.
- Cost of Revenge: As she pursues those who have wronged her, the story examines the
toll that revenge takes on her psyche and relationships.

Empowerment and Transformation

Another significant theme is empowerment. Tracy's journey is one of self-discovery and
transformation, as she evolves from a naïve woman into a shrewd and formidable force.
This transformation is illustrated through various stages:

1. Victimhood: Initially, Tracy is a victim of circumstance, grappling with the betrayal and
loss of her former life.
2. Resilience: Her determination to rise above her situation showcases her resilience and
adaptability.
3. Empowerment: Ultimately, Tracy becomes a symbol of empowerment, demonstrating
that one can reclaim their life and redefine their destiny.

Love and Relationships

The novel also delves into the complexities of love and relationships, particularly how they
are affected by betrayal and trust. Tracy's relationships with various characters, including
potential love interests and allies, are pivotal to her journey. Themes related to love
include:

- Trust and Betrayal: The fragility of trust is a recurring motif, as Tracy learns that those
closest to her may not have her best interests at heart.
- Romantic Entanglements: Tracy's romantic relationships add depth to her character,
showing her vulnerabilities and the struggle to find love amidst chaos.

Character Development

One of Sheldon's strengths as a writer is his ability to create detailed and relatable



characters. Each character in "If Tomorrow Comes" serves a purpose, contributing to the
overall narrative and Tracy's growth.

Supporting Characters

Several supporting characters play crucial roles in the development of the plot and Tracy's
transformation:

- The Antagonist: The main antagonist is the conman who betrays Tracy, serving as a
catalyst for her metamorphosis. His cunning nature and ruthless tactics provide the
necessary conflict that drives the story.
- Allies: Throughout her journey, Tracy encounters various allies who help her navigate the
treacherous world she finds herself in. These characters bring different perspectives and
skills, emphasizing the importance of collaboration and trust.

Writing Style and Reception

Sidney Sheldon’s writing style in "If Tomorrow Comes" is characterized by its fast-paced
narrative and vivid imagery. His ability to create suspense and tension keeps readers
engaged, making it difficult to put the book down. Some notable aspects of his writing
include:

- Cliffhangers: Sheldon often ends chapters with cliffhangers, compelling readers to
continue turning the pages to discover what happens next.
- Descriptive Language: The use of descriptive language paints a vivid picture of the
settings and emotions, immersing readers in the story.

Upon its release, "If Tomorrow Comes" received positive reviews and quickly became a
bestseller. Readers praised its compelling plot and character development, solidifying
Sheldon's reputation as a master of the thriller genre.

Conclusion

"If Tomorrow Comes" by Sidney Sheldon is not just a story about revenge; it is a poignant
exploration of human resilience and the complexities of morality. Through Tracy Whitney's
journey, readers are invited to reflect on their own values and the choices they make in
the face of adversity. The novel's themes of empowerment, betrayal, and the quest for
justice resonate deeply, making it a timeless classic. As readers follow Tracy's evolution
from victim to avenger, they are reminded that while life may present insurmountable
challenges, the strength to overcome them often lies within. In a world where tomorrow is
uncertain, Tracy's story serves as an inspiring testament to the power of determination
and the unyielding human spirit.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'If Tomorrow Comes' by Sidney
Sheldon?
The novel follows Tracy Whitney, a young woman who is wrongfully imprisoned and seeks
revenge against those who betray her. The story explores themes of resilience, love, and
the quest for justice.

Who is the protagonist in 'If Tomorrow Comes'?
The protagonist is Tracy Whitney, a strong and resourceful woman who transforms her life
after facing betrayal and adversity.

What are some major themes in 'If Tomorrow Comes'?
Major themes include revenge, betrayal, the pursuit of justice, and the resilience of the
human spirit.

How does Sidney Sheldon develop the character of Tracy
Whitney?
Sidney Sheldon develops Tracy Whitney as a complex character who evolves from a victim
to a cunning and determined woman, showcasing her intelligence and resourcefulness
throughout her journey.

What is the significance of the title 'If Tomorrow
Comes'?
The title suggests the uncertainty of the future and the hope that change is possible,
reflecting Tracy's struggles and aspirations as she seeks to reclaim her life.

What role does deception play in 'If Tomorrow Comes'?
Deception is a central element in the novel, as characters often manipulate one another,
leading to unexpected twists and highlighting the complexities of trust and betrayal.

Is 'If Tomorrow Comes' a standalone novel or part of a
series?
'If Tomorrow Comes' is a standalone novel, but it shares thematic elements common to
Sidney Sheldon’s other works, such as intrigue and strong female leads.

What makes 'If Tomorrow Comes' a popular read among



Sidney Sheldon fans?
The novel's fast-paced plot, engaging characters, and unexpected twists make it a
captivating read, appealing to fans of suspense and drama.

How does the setting influence the events in 'If
Tomorrow Comes'?
The varied settings, from glamorous casinos to prison environments, enhance the
narrative by providing contrasting backdrops that reflect Tracy's transformation and the
high stakes of her quest for revenge.
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