
in his own write and a spaniard in the
works
In His Own Write and A Spaniard in the Works are two remarkable collections of writings by
John Lennon that showcase his creative genius beyond his music career. These books are a
testament to Lennon's wit, humor, and unique perspective on life and society. They reveal
not only his talent as a songwriter but also his skill as an author, artist, and thinker.
Through a blend of poetry, prose, and illustrations, Lennon invites readers into his
whimsical world, filled with absurdities and profound observations. This article delves into
the themes, styles, and significance of these two works, highlighting Lennon's literary
contributions alongside his iconic musical legacy.

The Origins of the Works

In His Own Write

In His Own Write was published in 1964 and marked one of Lennon’s first forays into
literature. After achieving global fame with The Beatles, Lennon sought to express his
individuality beyond music. The book is a collection of short stories, poems, and illustrations
that reflect his experiences and thoughts during a transformative period in his life.

1. Creative Freedom: Lennon's desire for creative freedom drove him to write this book. He
wanted to explore different forms of expression and showcase his unique voice.
2. Influence of Surrealism: The work is heavily influenced by surrealism and the absurdist
movement, featuring nonsensical narratives and bizarre imagery.
3. Personal Reflection: The book serves as a personal reflection of Lennon’s thoughts on
fame, relationships, and the human condition.

A Spaniard in the Works

A Spaniard in the Works, published in 1965, continues the exploration begun in In His Own
Write with a similar blend of poetry, prose, and illustrations. This collection deepens the
themes of identity, culture, and societal critique, providing a more mature perspective on
Lennon's artistic journey.

1. Evolution of Style: Compared to his first book, this collection showcases a more refined
style, with a clearer structure and thematic depth.
2. Cultural Commentary: Lennon addresses cultural issues and personal experiences,
reflecting on the absurdities of social norms and the complexities of human behavior.
3. Artistic Growth: The book signifies Lennon’s growth as a writer and thinker,
demonstrating his ability to balance humor and serious commentary.



Thematic Exploration

Both collections encapsulate themes that resonate with readers, offering insights into
Lennon's psyche and worldview.

Absurdity and Humor

One of the most striking features of both books is their embrace of absurdity and humor.
Lennon employs wit to dissect the mundane aspects of life, often turning them into absurd
situations that provoke thought and laughter.

- Playful Language: Lennon’s playful use of language adds a layer of enjoyment to his
writing. He often creates puns and wordplay that highlight the absurd nature of
communication.
- Satirical Elements: The humor in these works often serves a satirical purpose, critiquing
societal norms and highlighting the contradictions within human behavior.

Identity and Self-Expression

Lennon’s exploration of identity is a recurring theme in both collections. He grapples with
the concept of self in the face of fame and societal expectations.

- Personal Struggles: Through his writing, Lennon reflects on the challenges of maintaining
authenticity while navigating the pressures of celebrity.
- Cultural Identity: In A Spaniard in the Works, Lennon addresses cultural identity, drawing
on his experiences and observations to comment on the complexities of belonging.

Love and Relationships

Another significant theme is the exploration of love and relationships, a subject Lennon
frequently revisited in his music.

- Romantic Relationships: The writings reveal Lennon’s thoughts on love, often portraying it
as both beautiful and painful. His reflections on relationships resonate with readers, making
his work relatable.
- Friendship and Community: Lennon also emphasizes the importance of friendship and
community, illustrating how these connections shape our identities and experiences.

Literary Style and Techniques

Lennon's writing style in both collections is distinctive and engaging, characterized by a
blend of various literary techniques.



Imagery and Illustrations

Lennon’s use of imagery is prominent throughout both books. He often accompanies his
text with whimsical illustrations that enhance the reader's experience.

1. Visual Storytelling: The illustrations serve as a form of visual storytelling, adding depth
and context to his narratives.
2. Symbolism: Many of the images are symbolic, reflecting the themes of absurdity and
identity present in the text.

Stream of Consciousness and Nonlinear Narratives

Lennon often employs a stream-of-consciousness style, allowing his thoughts to flow freely
without strict adherence to traditional narrative structures.

- Fluidity of Thought: This technique captures the fluidity of thought and the spontaneity of
creativity, making the reading experience dynamic and engaging.
- Nonlinear Structures: The nonlinear narratives challenge conventional storytelling, inviting
readers to embrace the unpredictability of life and thought.

Impact and Legacy

In His Own Write and A Spaniard in the Works have left a lasting impact on the literary
world and continue to resonate with readers today.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Lennon’s unique blend of absurdity, humor, and poignant observations has influenced
contemporary writers and artists.

- Breaking Boundaries: His willingness to break boundaries between different art forms has
inspired many to explore their creativity beyond traditional constraints.
- Cultivating Individuality: Lennon’s emphasis on individuality encourages writers to
embrace their unique voices and perspectives.

Relevance in Popular Culture

The themes explored in Lennon’s works remain relevant in today’s society, as they address
universal human experiences and emotions.

- Social Commentary: The satirical elements of his writing continue to resonate, providing a
lens through which readers can examine contemporary issues.



- Enduring Appeal: The humor and absurdity found in both collections ensure their enduring
appeal, attracting new generations of readers.

Conclusion

In His Own Write and A Spaniard in the Works stand as significant contributions to
literature, showcasing John Lennon’s remarkable talent beyond music. Through his unique
blend of humor, absurdity, and thought-provoking themes, Lennon invites readers into his
imaginative world and encourages them to reflect on their own experiences. These
collections not only enrich our understanding of Lennon as a multifaceted artist but also
affirm the power of literature to transcend boundaries and connect us all. As we revisit
these works, we are reminded of the timeless relevance of Lennon's insights and the joy of
embracing the absurdity of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'In His Own
Write' by John Lennon?
The main themes include absurdity, surrealism, and a critique of societal norms, often
expressed through playful language and unconventional storytelling.

How does 'A Spaniard in the Works' reflect John
Lennon's artistic evolution?
The book showcases Lennon's growth as a writer, blending humor with poignant social
commentary, while continuing to explore the absurdity of life and the complexities of
human relationships.

What literary techniques are prominently used in 'In His
Own Write'?
Lennon employs techniques such as wordplay, stream-of-consciousness, and visual poetry,
which contribute to the whimsical and often nonsensical nature of the text.

In what ways does 'A Spaniard in the Works'
differentiate itself from 'In His Own Write'?
While both works share a similar style, 'A Spaniard in the Works' incorporates more direct
social critiques and political undertones, reflecting Lennon’s increasing engagement with
contemporary issues.



What is the significance of the title 'A Spaniard in the
Works'?
The title plays on the phrase 'a spanner in the works,' suggesting disruption and chaos,
which aligns with the book’s themes of challenging the status quo and questioning societal
conventions.

How do illustrations enhance the reading experience in
both of Lennon’s books?
The illustrations, created by Lennon himself, complement the text by adding a visual layer
of humor and absurdity, reinforcing the playful tone and enhancing the overall impact of
the narratives.

What impact did 'In His Own Write' and 'A Spaniard in
the Works' have on popular culture?
Both works contributed to the perception of John Lennon as a multifaceted artist,
influencing other musicians and writers to explore humor and surrealism in their own
creative expressions.

Are there any notable quotes from 'In His Own Write'
that encapsulate its essence?
One notable quote is, 'There are no problems, only solutions,' which captures the book's
playful yet philosophical approach to life's challenges.
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