in his steps what would jesus do

In his steps what would Jesus do is a phrase that has resonated with many individuals seeking
guidance in their lives. This concept, derived from Charles M. Sheldon’s 1896 novel “In His Steps,”
encourages people to contemplate their actions through the lens of Jesus Christ's teachings. It
challenges believers to reflect on their choices and behaviors while asking themselves how Jesus

would respond in similar situations. This article delves into the meaning behind this phrase, its

historical context, and its application in modern life.

Understanding the Concept of "In His Steps"

The phrase "In His Steps" stems from Sheldon’s novel, where a group of Christians decides to live
their lives according to the teachings of Jesus. They commit to asking themselves, "What would Jesus
do?" before making decisions. This transformative question not only redefines personal morals but also

shapes community relationships and influences broader societal changes.

The Origin of the Phrase

Charles M. Sheldon was a pastor and writer who sought to inspire Christians to live a life reflecting
Jesus' principles. His novel narrates the experiences of various individuals who choose to prioritize
their faith over societal expectations. The book became a best-seller and sparked a movement that

encouraged countless others to adopt a lifestyle based on this guiding question.

Key Themes in "In His Steps"

The novel highlights several important themes:



1. Faith in Action: The characters learn that genuine faith must result in tangible actions that reflect
Jesus' love and compassion.

2. Sacrifice: Many characters face challenges where they must sacrifice personal gain for the welfare
of others.

3. Community Impact: The decisions made by individuals ultimately affect their communities,

showcasing the ripple effect of Christ-like behavior.

Applying "What Would Jesus Do?" in Everyday Life

Incorporating the concept of "What would Jesus do?" into daily life can be a transformative practice.

Here are some practical ways to integrate this principle into various aspects of life:

Personal Decision-Making

When faced with choices, consider the following steps:

1. Reflect on Jesus’ Teachings: Familiarize yourself with the key messages and actions of Jesus as
depicted in the Bible.

2. Pray for Guidance: Seek spiritual guidance through prayer, asking for clarity in your decisions.

3. Consider Others: Evaluate how your actions will impact those around you. Would your choice uplift
or harm others?

4. Look for the Moral High Ground: Always strive to choose the option that aligns with love,

compassion, and integrity.

In Relationships

Applying the "What would Jesus do?" principle can enhance interpersonal relationships:



1. Practice Forgiveness: Jesus exemplified forgiveness. When conflicts arise, ask yourself if you can
extend grace to others.

2. Show Compassion: Look for opportunities to help those in need, just as Jesus did with the
marginalized and suffering.

3. Communicate with Love: Approach conversations with kindness, aiming to understand and support

rather than criticize.

In Community Engagement

The concept also extends to community involvement:

1. Volunteer: Engage in community service projects that reflect Christ’s love for humanity.
2. Advocate for Justice: Stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves, echoing Jesus’
advocacy for the oppressed.

3. Promote Unity: Work towards fostering a sense of belonging among diverse groups, imitating Jesus

inclusive nature.

Challenges in Living "In His Steps"

While striving to embody the principles of "In His Steps," individuals may encounter several challenges:

Societal Pressure

In a world that often prioritizes self-interest, adhering to Christ-like principles can be difficult. People
may face ridicule or rejection for their beliefs. However, standing firm in faith can inspire others to

reconsider their own choices.



Personal Struggles

Everyone has personal battles, whether they involve temptation, doubt, or fear. It’s essential to
remember that seeking guidance from Jesus is a continuous process. Embrace imperfections and

strive for growth rather than perfection.

Maintaining Perspective

In times of crisis or hardship, it can be challenging to remember to ask, "What would Jesus do?"
Keeping a community of like-minded individuals can provide support and a fresh perspective during

difficult times.

The Impact of "In His Steps" Today

The phrase "In His steps what would Jesus do" remains relevant in contemporary society. It has

inspired various movements and initiatives, including:

1. WWJD Bracelets: These popular bracelets serve as a constant reminder for individuals to consider
their actions.

2. Church Programs: Many congregations incorporate the principle into their teachings, encouraging
members to live out their faith daily.

3. Social Media: The phrase has found a place in modern digital discourse, often shared to promote

kindness and empathy.

Influence on Youth and Education

The concept has also been integrated into youth programs and educational curricula, teaching the



importance of moral decision-making based on Jesus' example. This training helps cultivate a new

generation that values compassion and community responsibility.

Conclusion

In his steps what would Jesus do is more than just a catchphrase; it is a call to action that encourages
individuals to live out their faith authentically. By reflecting on Jesus' teachings and applying them to
various aspects of life, we can create a more compassionate and just world. As we face the
complexities of modern life, let this guiding question illuminate our paths and inspire our actions,

leading us closer to the heart of Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do'?

The main premise of the book revolves around a group of individuals who commit to asking the

question 'What would Jesus do?' before making decisions, leading them to live more Christ-like lives.

Who is the author of 'In His Steps'?

The book 'In His Steps' was written by Charles M. Sheldon and was first published in 1896.

How has 'In His Steps' influenced modern Christian thought?

The book has inspired the popular 'WWJD' (What Would Jesus Do) movement, encouraging Christians

to consider Jesus' actions and teachings in their daily lives.

What challenges do the characters face in 'In His Steps'?

The characters face various challenges, including social injustice, personal dilemmas, and moral



choices, as they strive to live according to the teachings of Jesus.

Is 'In His Steps' still relevant today?

Yes, the themes of social justice, personal accountability, and living a life of faith continue to resonate

with contemporary readers, making it a timeless work.

What impact did 'In His Steps' have on the social gospel movement?

The book played a significant role in the social gospel movement by emphasizing the importance of
applying Christian principles to social issues and promoting active faith in addressing societal

challenges.

How can one apply the lessons from 'In His Steps' in everyday life?

One can apply the lessons by consistently reflecting on Jesus' teachings and actions, making a

conscious effort to embody those values in daily decisions, interactions, and community involvement.
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