infernal devices and mortal instruments

infernal devices and mortal instruments are two interconnected series of young adult fantasy
novels written by Cassandra Clare that have captivated readers with their intricate world-building,
compelling characters, and thrilling plots. The "Mortal Instruments" series, which began with "City
of Bones," introduces readers to a hidden world of Shadowhunters, demons, and the perilous journey
of its protagonist, Clary Fray. Following this, the "Infernal Devices" prequel series delves into the
Victorian era, providing a rich backstory to the Shadowhunter universe and exploring themes of
love, sacrifice, and destiny. This article will explore the key elements of both series, their characters,
themes, and the impact they have had on the fantasy genre.
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Overview of the Mortal Instruments

The "Mortal Instruments" series consists of six books, beginning with "City of Bones," published in
2007. This series follows Clary Fray, a teenage girl who discovers that she is part of a hidden world
filled with Shadowhunters—human-angel hybrids tasked with protecting humanity from demons. As
Clary learns about her heritage, she is drawn into a conflict that involves powerful artifacts, magical
beings, and complex relationships.

Each book in the series builds upon the previous one, expanding the universe and introducing new
characters and challenges. The series has garnered a significant following and has been adapted
into both a film and a television series, further broadening its reach and impact.

Key Characters in the Mortal Instruments

The "Mortal Instruments" series is rich with diverse characters, each contributing to the narrative's
depth. Key characters include:

e Clary Fray: The protagonist who discovers her Shadowhunter lineage.



¢ Jace Wayland: A skilled Shadowhunter with a complex past and a romantic interest in Clary.

e Simon Lewis: Clary's best friend who undergoes significant transformations throughout the
series.

 Isabelle Lightwood: A fierce and skilled Shadowhunter who becomes a close ally to Clary.

e Alec Lightwood: Isabelle's brother, who struggles with his identity and responsibilities as a
Shadowhunter.

These characters, along with many others, create a dynamic interplay of relationships that drives the
plot forward and enhances the reader's investment in their journeys.

Thematic Elements of the Mortal Instruments

The "Mortal Instruments" explores several themes that resonate with its audience:

e Self-Discovery: Clary's journey is one of learning her true identity and coming to terms with
her powers.

¢ Love and Sacrifice: The relationships between characters often involve deep emotional
sacrifices for the greater good.

e Good vs. Evil: The battle between Shadowhunters and demons represents a classic struggle,
with moral ambiguities woven throughout.

These themes not only propel the narrative but also provide readers with relatable experiences that
reflect their own lives.

Overview of the Infernal Devices

The "Infernal Devices" series is a prequel to the "Mortal Instruments," set in Victorian London. It
consists of three novels: "Clockwork Angel," "Clockwork Prince," and "Clockwork Princess." This
series focuses on Tessa Gray, a young woman with the ability to shapeshift, who finds herself
embroiled in the conflicts of the Shadowhunter world during a time of great societal change.

The "Infernal Devices" offers a darker, more atmospheric tone compared to its successor, exploring
the intricacies of love and loyalty in a time of crisis. The series delves into the lives of its characters
as they navigate their powers, relationships, and the challenges posed by a powerful enemy known
as the Magister.

Key Characters in the Infernal Devices

The characters in the "Infernal Devices" are richly developed, with their own distinct arcs:



e Tessa Gray: The central character who possesses unique abilities and seeks her place in a
world filled with magic.

¢ Will Herondale: A charming and troubled Shadowhunter with a mysterious past and a deep
connection to Tessa.

e Jem Carstairs: Will's parabatai, a kind-hearted and brave Shadowhunter who struggles with
his health.

¢ Charlotte Branwell: The head of the London Institute, who fights to maintain her family's
legacy amidst challenges.

e Henry Branwell: Charlotte's husband, an inventor whose innovations play a crucial role in
their fight against evil.

These characters embody the complexities of love, loyalty, and the struggles of belonging, all set
against a backdrop of Victorian societal norms.

Thematic Elements of the Infernal Devices

The "Infernal Devices" series also explores significant themes, including:

e Love and Destiny: The characters grapple with their feelings and the roles they are destined
to play in the Shadowhunter world.

e Social Inequality: The series highlights issues of class and gender, reflecting the historical
context of the Victorian era.

e Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds between characters are tested through trials, showcasing
the importance of loyalty in difficult times.

The exploration of these themes adds layers of depth to the narrative, making it resonate with
readers on multiple levels.

The Connection Between the Two Series

The "Mortal Instruments" and "Infernal Devices" series are intricately connected, with shared lore,
characters, and themes that weave a larger tapestry of the Shadowhunter universe. Certain
characters in the "Infernal Devices" appear as ancestors or have significant ties to those in the
"Mortal Instruments," creating a sense of continuity and depth. This connection enriches the
reader's experience, allowing for deeper understanding and appreciation of the overarching
narrative.

Additionally, both series explore similar themes, such as love, sacrifice, and the struggle against evil,
albeit in different historical contexts. The evolution of Shadowhunter society is a key element that
ties the two series together, revealing how past events shape the future.



The Impact on Young Adult Literature

The "Mortal Instruments" and "Infernal Devices" series have had a profound impact on the young
adult fantasy genre. Cassandra Clare's work has inspired a generation of readers and writers,
contributing to the popularity of urban fantasy and the exploration of complex characters and
relationships. The blending of romance, adventure, and supernatural elements has set a standard
that many contemporary authors aspire to achieve.

Furthermore, the success of these series has encouraged the exploration of diverse representations
within the genre, as Clare incorporates various backgrounds and identities into her characters. This
inclusivity resonates strongly with today's readers, who seek stories that reflect their own
experiences.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the main premise of the Mortal Instruments series?

A: The "Mortal Instruments" series follows Clary Fray as she discovers her hidden heritage as a
Shadowhunter and becomes embroiled in a battle against demons and other supernatural forces
while navigating complex relationships and her own identity.

Q: How many books are there in the Infernal Devices series?

A: The "Infernal Devices" series consists of three books: "Clockwork Angel," "Clockwork Prince," and
"Clockwork Princess," which explore the Victorian-era origins of the Shadowhunter world.

Q: Are there any crossover characters between the two series?

A: Yes, several characters from the "Infernal Devices" appear as ancestors or references in the
"Mortal Instruments," creating a rich interconnected universe that enhances the overall narrative.

Q: What themes are prevalent in both series?

A: Both series explore themes such as love, sacrifice, identity, and the battle between good and evil,
while also addressing issues of societal norms and personal destiny.

Q: How has Cassandra Clare's work influenced young adult
literature?

A: Cassandra Clare's "Mortal Instruments" and "Infernal Devices" series have popularized urban
fantasy, inspiring many authors to blend romance and supernatural elements while also promoting
diverse representation in young adult fiction.



Q: Can I read the Infernal Devices without reading the Mortal
Instruments first?

A: Yes, the "Infernal Devices" can be read independently of the "Mortal Instruments," as it serves as
a prequel. However, reading both series can enhance the understanding of the broader
Shadowhunter universe.

Q: Is there a movie or TV adaptation for these series?

A: Yes, "The Mortal Instruments" was adapted into a film in 2013 and later into a television series
titled "Shadowhunters," which aired from 2016 to 2019, bringing the characters and stories to a
wider audience.

Q: What is the significance of Shadowhunters in the series?

A: Shadowhunters are central to both series, serving as the protectors of humanity against demonic
forces. Their unique abilities and struggles form the backbone of the narrative and character
development throughout both series.

Q: Are the Infernal Devices and Mortal Instruments suitable
for all ages?

A: While both series are categorized as young adult literature, they contain themes and content that
may be more suitable for older teens due to their complex relationships and darker elements.
Parents may wish to review the content for younger readers.
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