
inherit the wind study guide
inherit the wind study guide is an essential resource for students and
readers seeking to deepen their understanding of the play "Inherit the Wind"
by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee. This dramatic interpretation of the
Scopes Monkey Trial explores themes of intellectual freedom, the conflict
between science and religion, and the nature of truth. This study guide will
provide a comprehensive overview of the play's plot, characters, themes, and
much more, making it an invaluable tool for analysis and discussion. By
utilizing this guide, readers will be equipped to engage with the play's rich
narrative and complex ideas, enhancing both academic and personal
appreciation of the work.

In the following sections, we will cover the following topics: an overview of
the plot, character analysis, key themes, historical context, and study
questions. Each section will help illuminate the various elements of "Inherit
the Wind" and provide a thorough understanding of its significance.

Overview of the Plot

Character Analysis

Key Themes

Historical Context

Study Questions

Overview of the Plot
"Inherit the Wind" is set in the fictional town of Hillsboro and revolves
around the trial of a teacher, Bertram Cates, who is accused of violating the
Butler Act by teaching evolution in a public school. The play opens with the
town buzzing in anticipation of the trial, which has attracted national media
attention. The conflict between Cates and the state represents a broader
struggle over the acceptance of scientific ideas versus traditional religious
beliefs.

The trial is presided over by a local judge who is heavily influenced by the
townspeople's fervent religious beliefs. The prosecution is led by the
staunchly religious Matthew Harrison Brady, a three-time presidential
candidate, while the defense is represented by the agnostic and free-thinking
Henry Drummond. The courtroom becomes a battleground for ideas as both sides
present their arguments, and the play unfolds with intense exchanges that
reveal the characters' convictions and motivations.

As the trial progresses, it becomes evident that the case is about much more



than Cates’s teaching; it is a reflection of the societal tensions between
progressive thought and conservative values. The climax occurs when Drummond
calls Brady to the stand, leading to a public confrontation of their
differing beliefs. Ultimately, Cates is found guilty, but the trial ignites a
conversation about freedom of thought and expression, leaving a lasting
impact on the town and its citizens.

Character Analysis
The characters in "Inherit the Wind" are crafted to embody the themes of the
play and engage in the central conflict of science versus religion. Each
character serves a specific purpose in advancing the narrative and
illustrating the ideological battles of the time.

Bertram Cates
Bertram Cates is the young teacher at the heart of the trial. He represents
the new generation of thinkers who challenge traditional beliefs. Cates is
portrayed as intelligent and passionate about science, but he is also
conflicted and fearful of the repercussions of his beliefs. His character
highlights the struggle of individuals who seek truth in the face of societal
pressure.

Henry Drummond
Henry Drummond serves as the defense attorney for Cates. He is characterized
as a rational thinker and a champion of free speech. Drummond is committed to
defending Cates not just for the sake of the case, but for the larger
implications it holds for humanity. His character embodies the voice of
reason and the importance of questioning dogma.

Matthew Harrison Brady
Matthew Harrison Brady is the prosecution's attorney and represents the
religious fervor of the town. He is a charismatic and powerful orator, but
his rigid beliefs and unwillingness to consider alternative viewpoints make
him a formidable opponent. Brady’s character illustrates the dangers of
fanaticism and blind faith.

Key Themes
"Inherit the Wind" tackles several significant themes that resonate beyond
its historical context. Understanding these themes is crucial for a
comprehensive analysis of the play.



Freedom of Thought
One of the central themes of the play is the importance of intellectual
freedom. The conflict between Cates and the state symbolizes the struggle
individuals face when their beliefs challenge societal norms. Drummond’s
defense of Cates emphasizes that the pursuit of knowledge and truth should
not be hindered by fear of persecution.

Science vs. Religion
The play presents a nuanced discussion on the relationship between science
and religion. While it does not outright dismiss religious beliefs, it
advocates for a balance where scientific inquiry is respected. This theme is
particularly relevant in modern discourse, where similar debates continue to
arise in various contexts.

Individual vs. Society
The tension between individual beliefs and societal expectations is a
recurring theme throughout the play. Characters like Cates and Drummond stand
against the collective opinion of Hillsboro, highlighting the challenges
faced by those who dare to think differently. This theme encourages readers
to consider the value of dissenting opinions in a healthy society.

Historical Context
Understanding the historical context of "Inherit the Wind" enhances the
reader's comprehension of its themes and characters. The play is inspired by
the real-life Scopes Monkey Trial of 1925, which was a landmark legal case
that questioned the legality of teaching evolution in schools. This trial was
emblematic of the larger cultural conflicts occurring in the United States
during the early 20th century.

The 1920s were a time of significant change, as scientific advancements and
progressive ideas began to challenge established norms. The trial and the
subsequent national media attention highlighted the divide between modern and
traditional viewpoints. The characters and events in "Inherit the Wind"
reflect these struggles, making the play a poignant commentary on the era's
societal tensions.

Study Questions
Engaging with study questions can deepen understanding and provoke thoughtful
discussion about the play's themes and characters. Here are some questions to
consider:



What does Bertram Cates’s character reveal about the nature of courage1.
in the face of societal pressure?

How do the interactions between Drummond and Brady illustrate the theme2.
of intellectual freedom?

In what ways does the play suggest that the conflict between science and3.
religion is still relevant today?

How does the setting of Hillsboro contribute to the overall atmosphere4.
of the play?

What role does the media play in shaping public perception during the5.
trial?

The study guide for "Inherit the Wind" serves as a crucial tool for
understanding the complexities of the play. By delving into its plot,
characters, themes, and historical context, readers can appreciate the
nuances of this powerful work and its commentary on the ongoing struggle
between progress and tradition.

Q: What is the significance of the title "Inherit
the Wind"?
A: The title "Inherit the Wind" refers to a biblical proverb that emphasizes
the consequences of one's actions and beliefs. It suggests that those who
cling to dogma may ultimately lose everything, highlighting the ephemeral
nature of rigid beliefs in the face of change.

Q: How does the character of Henry Drummond
challenge societal norms?
A: Henry Drummond challenges societal norms by defending Bertram Cates's
right to teach evolution, advocating for freedom of thought, and encouraging
critical thinking. He represents the voice of reason against the prevailing
religious fervor, emphasizing the importance of questioning established
beliefs.

Q: What role does the trial play in the development
of the town's citizens?
A: The trial serves as a catalyst for the town's citizens to confront their
beliefs and values. It forces them to examine the conflict between science
and religion, leading to personal introspection and, for some, a reevaluation



of their convictions.

Q: How does the play address the theme of conformity
versus individuality?
A: The play addresses the theme of conformity versus individuality through
characters like Cates and Drummond, who stand against the majority's beliefs.
Their struggle highlights the importance of individual thought and the
dangers of succumbing to societal pressure.

Q: In what ways does "Inherit the Wind" remain
relevant today?
A: "Inherit the Wind" remains relevant today as it addresses ongoing debates
surrounding science versus religion, free speech, and the pursuit of
knowledge. These themes continue to resonate in contemporary discussions
about education, belief systems, and societal values.

Q: What impact did the Scopes Monkey Trial have on
American education?
A: The Scopes Monkey Trial had a significant impact on American education by
highlighting the contentious nature of teaching evolution in schools. It
sparked national debates about curriculum, academic freedom, and the role of
religion in public education, issues that are still pertinent today.

Q: How do the courtroom scenes in the play enhance
its dramatic tension?
A: The courtroom scenes enhance dramatic tension by providing a public
platform for the clash of ideas. The exchanges between characters like
Drummond and Brady create a charged atmosphere, reflecting the high stakes of
the trial and the broader societal implications of their conflict.

Q: What lessons can be drawn from "Inherit the Wind"
regarding the pursuit of truth?
A: The play teaches that the pursuit of truth often requires courage and the
willingness to challenge prevailing beliefs. It underscores the importance of
critical thinking and the necessity of protecting intellectual freedom
against dogmatic pressures.



Q: How does the setting of Hillsboro influence the
story's events?
A: The setting of Hillsboro, a small town with strong religious convictions,
influences the story's events by creating an environment ripe for conflict.
The town's collective mindset reflects the challenges faced by individuals
who dare to question established norms, setting the stage for the trial's
dramatic confrontations.

Q: What is the overall message of "Inherit the
Wind"?
A: The overall message of "Inherit the Wind" is a call for intellectual
freedom and the importance of questioning accepted beliefs. It advocates for
the coexistence of science and religion, emphasizing that the pursuit of
knowledge should never be stifled by fear or prejudice.
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