
installation guide for harken 42 st winch
installation guide for harken 42 st winch is an essential resource for sailors looking to
enhance their sailing experience. The Harken 42 ST winch is renowned for its efficiency
and durability, making it a popular choice among both amateur and professional sailors.
This guide will walk you through the complete installation process, ensuring you
understand the necessary components, tools, and steps involved. By following this guide,
you can ensure that your winch operates smoothly and effectively, allowing for precise sail
handling and improved performance. Key topics covered will include tools needed for
installation, step-by-step procedures, maintenance tips, and troubleshooting common
issues. Read on to become proficient in installing your Harken 42 ST winch.
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Tools Required for Installation

Before starting the installation of your Harken 42 ST winch, it is crucial to gather all the
necessary tools and materials. Having the right tools will make the installation process
smoother and more efficient. Below is a list of essential tools you will need:

Drill with appropriate drill bits

Socket set (including metric sizes)

Wrench set

Phillips and flathead screwdrivers

Measuring tape



Level

Sealant or marine adhesive

Safety goggles

Work gloves

Ensure that all tools are in good condition before starting. Additionally, it's advisable to
have a clean workspace to facilitate the installation process.

Pre-Installation Considerations

Before you begin the actual installation of the Harken 42 ST winch, there are several
important considerations to keep in mind. Proper planning will help you avoid common
pitfalls and ensure that your winch is installed correctly and securely.

Location Selection

Choosing the right location for your winch is critical. The Harken 42 ST winch should be
installed on a flat surface that can support the winch's weight and handle the forces
exerted during operation. Consider the following factors:

Space: Ensure there is enough space around the winch for operation and
maintenance.

Accessibility: The winch should be easily accessible to the crew for optimal
performance during sailing.

Alignment: The winch should be aligned with the sail control lines for efficient
operation.

Checking Compatibility

Confirm that the mounting surface is compatible with the Harken 42 ST winch. The
winch's base must match the dimensions of the area where it will be installed. If
modifications are required, plan accordingly before proceeding.



Step-by-Step Installation Process

The installation of the Harken 42 ST winch can be broken down into several clear steps.
Following these steps will ensure that your winch is correctly installed and ready for use.

Step 1: Mark the Installation Area

Using your measuring tape, accurately mark the location where the winch will be
installed. Ensure that the center of the winch aligns with the desired lead angle for the
control lines. Use a level to verify that your markings are straight.

Step 2: Drill Mounting Holes

Once you have marked the installation area, drill the necessary holes for the winch's
mounting screws. The size of the drill bits should match the specifications provided in the
installation manual. Take care to drill straight and to the correct depth.

Step 3: Apply Sealant

Before placing the winch down, apply a bead of marine sealant around the base of the
winch. This will help prevent water intrusion and protect the mounting surface from
corrosion.

Step 4: Mount the Winch

Position the Harken 42 ST winch over the drilled holes and align it correctly. Insert the
mounting screws and tighten them using your socket set. Ensure that the winch is
securely attached but avoid overtightening, which can damage the winch or mounting
surface.

Step 5: Connect the Control Lines

Once the winch is mounted, connect the control lines as per the winch's operational
instructions. Make sure that the lines run smoothly without any twists or kinks, as this can
affect the winch's performance.



Post-Installation Setup

After the installation of your Harken 42 ST winch, it is important to perform a post-
installation setup to ensure everything is functioning correctly. This involves testing the
winch and making any necessary adjustments.

Testing the Winch

Before taking your vessel out on the water, conduct a thorough test of the winch. Engage
the winch and observe its operation under load. Check for any unusual noises or
resistance, which may indicate installation issues.

Adjusting Control Lines

After testing, adjust the control lines as needed to ensure they are operating smoothly.
Proper line tension is crucial for the efficient functioning of the winch.

Maintenance Tips for Harken 42 ST Winch


