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International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) is a prominent think tank based in
London, UK, dedicated to providing comprehensive analysis and strategic insights related to
global security, military affairs, and international relations. Established in 1958, the IISS has
gained a reputation for its rigorous research, policy recommendations, and its role as a
forum for dialogue among policymakers, academics, and defense professionals. This article
delves into the history, mission, key activities, and significance of the IISS in the
contemporary global landscape.

History of the 1ISS

The International Institute for Strategic Studies was founded amidst the Cold War, a period
characterized by geopolitical tension and the arms race between the United States and the
Soviet Union. The founders, including Sir Michael Howard and Sir Lawrence Freedman,
aimed to create an institution that could analyze strategic issues and provide credible
information to policymakers.

Over the decades, the IISS has evolved to address a variety of global security challenges,
including:

1. Nuclear proliferation

2. Regional conflicts

3. Terrorism

4. Cybersecurity threats

5. Climate change and its implications for security

The IISS has adapted to the changing geopolitical landscape, ensuring that its research
remains relevant and impactful.

Mission and Objectives

The mission of the IISS is to promote a deeper understanding of global strategic issues and
to encourage informed debate on security matters. The institute focuses on several key
objectives:

- Research Excellence: Producing high-quality, evidence-based research that informs
policymakers and the public about critical issues in international relations and security.

- Dialogue and Engagement: Fostering discussion among government officials, military
leaders, academics, and the business community to enhance understanding and
cooperation on security matters.



- Public Outreach: Disseminating knowledge and insights through publications, conferences,
and online platforms to engage a broader audience.

Key Activities of the 1ISS

The IISS engages in various activities to fulfill its mission, including:

1. Research and Publications

The 1ISS is known for its comprehensive research and analysis on various topics related to
security and defense. Some of its most notable publications include:

- The Military Balance: An annual assessment of the military capabilities and defense
economics of countries worldwide, offering insights into global military trends.

- Survival: A quarterly journal that covers international relations and strategic issues,
featuring articles from leading experts and policymakers.

- Strategic Comments: Brief analyses on current security issues, providing timely insights
into ongoing developments.

2. Conferences and Events

The institute organizes numerous conferences, workshops, and seminars, bringing together
experts from around the world to discuss pressing security issues. Notable events include:

- The 1ISS Shangri-La Dialogue: An annual defense summit held in Singapore, where defense
ministers, military leaders, and security experts gather to discuss regional security in the
Asia-Pacific.

- The IISS Global Strategic Review: A conference that examines broader security challenges
and showcases research from various IISS programs.

3. Advisory Services and Consultancy

The IISS provides advisory services to governments, international organizations, and
private sector clients. This includes strategic assessments, risk analysis, and policy
recommendations tailored to specific needs. The organization's expertise helps clients
navigate complex security environments.



4. Education and Training

The IISS offers training programs and workshops aimed at enhancing the skills and
knowledge of professionals in the field of international security. This includes programs for
military leaders, diplomats, and security analysts, focusing on contemporary strategic
challenges.

Global Influence and Impact

The IISS has established itself as a key player in the global security landscape, with its
research and insights influencing policymakers and shaping public discourse. Some ways in
which the IISS exerts its influence include:

- Policy Formulation: Many governments and international organizations rely on IISS
research to inform their strategic decisions. The institute's analysis often serves as a
foundation for policy development in defense and security.

- Thought Leadership: By hosting discussions and forums, the IISS contributes to shaping
the agenda on key security issues, facilitating dialogue among diverse stakeholders.

- Collaboration with Other Institutions: The IISS collaborates with various think tanks,
academic institutions, and governmental organizations, amplifying its reach and impact on
global security discussions.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its reputation and influence, the IISS faces challenges and criticisms, primarily
related to the following areas:

- Perceived Bias: Some critics argue that the 1ISS may exhibit bias in its analysis,
particularly concerning specific geopolitical issues or countries. This perception can
undermine the credibility of its research among certain audiences.

- Funding and Independence: Like many think tanks, the IISS relies on funding from various
sources, including governments and private entities. Concerns about the potential influence
of funding sources on research outcomes and independence remain a topic of debate.

- Relevance in a Rapidly Changing World: The dynamic nature of global security threats,
including cyber warfare and transnational terrorism, poses a challenge for traditional
security institutions like the IISS. Adapting to these rapid changes while maintaining
rigorous research standards is crucial for its continued relevance.



The Future of IISS

As the global security landscape continues to evolve, the IISS must adapt to new challenges
and opportunities. Some potential areas of focus for the future include:

- Emerging Technologies: The impact of artificial intelligence, autonomous weapons, and
cyber capabilities on warfare and security will require in-depth analysis and strategic
insights.

- Climate Security: With climate change increasingly recognized as a security threat, the
[ISS may expand its research on the implications of environmental issues for global
stability.

- Great Power Competition: As tensions rise between major powers, particularly the United
States, China, and Russia, the IISS will need to provide nuanced analyses of the implications
for international security and cooperation.

In conclusion, the International Institute for Strategic Studies plays a vital role in shaping
the discourse on global security and strategic issues. Through its rigorous research,
influential publications, and commitment to fostering dialogue, the IISS continues to be a
key player in the complex landscape of international relations. As it navigates future
challenges, its ability to adapt and innovate will be essential in ensuring its continued
relevance and impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the International Institute for Strategic Studies
(11SS)?

The IISS is a British research institute focused on international affairs, particularly security
and strategic studies. It provides analysis and insights on global security issues and aims to
inform policymakers and the public.

Where is the headquarters of the 1ISS located?

The headquarters of the IISS is located in London, United Kingdom, with additional offices in
Singapore and Bahrain.

What are the main publications of the 11SS?

The IISS publishes several key reports and journals, including 'Survival,' 'The Military
Balance,' and various annual reports on global security and defense trends.

How does the 1ISS contribute to global security



discussions?

The 1ISS organizes conferences, seminars, and workshops that bring together experts,
policymakers, and military leaders to discuss pressing global security challenges and
strategies.

What role does the IISS play in defense analysis?

The IISS conducts comprehensive assessments of military capabilities and defense budgets
of countries worldwide, providing critical data for understanding global power dynamics.

Can individuals access IISS publications and resources?

Yes, many IISS publications and resources are available to the public, although some
reports may require a subscription or institutional access.

What is the IISS's approach to geopolitical analysis?

The IISS employs a multidisciplinary approach to geopolitical analysis, integrating
perspectives from political science, economics, and military studies to provide a holistic
understanding of security issues.

How does the 1ISS engage with emerging security
threats?

The 1ISS actively researches and reports on emerging security threats such as cyber
warfare, terrorism, and climate change, providing strategic recommendations to address
these challenges.
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