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The Storied Rivalry: A Deep Dive into Iowa vs. Ohio State Football History

Iowa vs. Ohio State football history is a narrative etched in the annals of
college football, a compelling saga of gridiron battles that have captivated
fans for generations. This storied rivalry, primarily contested within the
Big Ten Conference, features two programs with rich traditions, passionate
fan bases, and a history of producing NFL talent. From nail-biting finishes
to dominant performances, the clashes between the Iowa Hawkeyes and the Ohio
State Buckeyes have consistently delivered drama and excitement. This
comprehensive exploration will delve into the key aspects of their historical
encounters, including iconic games, statistical comparisons, influential
figures, and the evolving landscape of their annual contest. Understanding
the depth of this rivalry offers a profound appreciation for the competitive
spirit and enduring legacy of both football programs.
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Early Encounters and the Birth of a Rivalry

The seeds of the Iowa vs. Ohio State football rivalry were sown in the early
20th century as both institutions solidified their places as powerhouses
within the burgeoning Western Conference, later known as the Big Ten. Their
initial matchups were characterized by intense competition, with neither team
easily yielding ground. These early games were crucial in establishing the
foundational animosity and respect that would define their encounters for
decades to come. While the overall series record might lean towards one side,
the historical context of these initial clashes reveals a competitive spirit
that transcended individual game outcomes.

The significance of these early contests extended beyond the scoreboard. They



served as important markers in the development of college football itself,
showcasing the strategic innovations and raw athletic talent that would
define the sport. For fans in both Iowa and Ohio, these games became annual
touchstones, generating palpable anticipation and a sense of regional pride.
The intensity of these early games laid the groundwork for the deep-seated
rivalry that continues to resonate today, creating a rich tapestry of
football history between these two esteemed Big Ten programs.

The Era of Dominance: Ohio State's Streaks and
Iowa's Resurgences

Throughout the history of Iowa vs. Ohio State football, distinct eras have
seen periods of pronounced dominance by one team over the other. Ohio State,
in particular, has experienced significant winning streaks that have shaped
the narrative of this rivalry. These periods of extended success, often
fueled by exceptional recruiting classes and legendary coaching, have left
indelible marks on the series record and the collective memory of both fan
bases. The Buckeyes have often found a way to consistently outperform the
Hawkeyes during these dominant stretches, establishing a psychological edge.

However, the history of this rivalry is not one of unilateral success. Iowa,
under the guidance of influential coaches, has also mounted significant
resurgences, often upsetting highly ranked Ohio State teams and proving that
they are capable of competing at the highest level. These periods of Iowa
triumph have served as crucial counterpoints to Ohio State's dominance,
reminding the college football world of the Hawkeyes' tenacity and their
ability to rise to the occasion. These moments of Iowa success are often
celebrated with particular fervor, representing hard-fought victories against
a perennial powerhouse.

Iconic Games and Defining Moments in Iowa vs.
Ohio State History

The chronicle of Iowa vs. Ohio State football history is punctuated by a
series of unforgettable games that have become legendary in college football
lore. These contests are often etched into the memories of fans and players
alike, serving as defining moments that encapsulate the drama and intensity
of the rivalry. From improbable comebacks to decisive victories, these games
have contributed significantly to the rich tapestry of their historical
encounters.



The 1957 Rose Bowl: A Turning Point

While not a direct matchup within the regular season, the 1957 Rose Bowl
Game, pitting the undefeated Ohio State Buckeyes against the Iowa Hawkeyes,
holds immense historical significance. Ohio State, led by the iconic Woody
Hayes, was the consensus national champion and heavily favored. However,
Iowa, under Forest Evashevski, presented a formidable challenge. The Buckeyes
ultimately prevailed in a hard-fought contest, but the game highlighted
Iowa's strength and their ability to compete with the nation's elite. This
Rose Bowl appearance cemented Iowa's status as a top-tier program and set the
stage for future competitive battles with Ohio State.

The 2009 Upset: Kirk Ferentz's Hawkeyes Shock the
Nation

One of the most memorable upsets in recent Iowa vs. Ohio State football
history occurred in 2009. The unranked Iowa Hawkeyes, playing at home under
the lights in Kinnick Stadium, delivered a stunning performance against the 3
ranked Ohio State Buckeyes. Quarterback Ricky Stanzi and a dominant Hawkeye
defense orchestrated a masterful game plan, resulting in a decisive 27-24
victory. This win was a signature moment for Kirk Ferentz's tenure,
showcasing Iowa's resilience and their ability to upset top-tier opponents on
the national stage. The roar of the Kinnick Stadium crowd that night remains
legendary.

The 2017 Carnage: A Record-Setting Blowout

The 2017 matchup between Iowa and Ohio State stands as a stark reminder of
how quickly fortunes can change in this rivalry. The 2 ranked Ohio State
Buckeyes visited Kinnick Stadium and were absolutely dismantled by the Iowa
Hawkeyes, who were unranked at the time. The Hawkeyes dominated from the
outset, leading to a shocking 55-24 defeat for Ohio State. This game featured
multiple turnovers by the Buckeyes and an inspired performance by the Iowa
defense, creating one of the most lopsided results in the modern history of
the series and a significant upset for the college football landscape.

Statistical Overview: Series Record and Key
Performance Indicators

A statistical examination of the Iowa vs. Ohio State football history reveals
a long and storied series with a clear leader in the overall win-loss column.
Ohio State generally holds the advantage in total victories, reflecting their



consistent presence as a national championship contender throughout much of
the rivalry's existence. However, analyzing the series record alone doesn't
capture the entirety of the competitive balance that has often characterized
these matchups. Many games have been decided by narrow margins, highlighting
the closely contested nature of many encounters.

Beyond the raw win-loss record, key performance indicators provide further
insight into the dynamics of the rivalry. Examining statistics such as total
yards gained, points scored, turnover differential, and defensive statistics
in individual games can reveal patterns of dominance or struggle. For
instance, periods where Iowa has excelled defensively against Ohio State's
potent offenses, or conversely, times when Ohio State's offensive firepower
has overwhelmed the Hawkeyes, are evident in the statistical breakdowns of
their historical games. These metrics help paint a more nuanced picture of
the ebb and flow of their competitive encounters.

Key Figures and Coaching Legacies

The Iowa vs. Ohio State football rivalry has been shaped by the vision and
leadership of numerous influential coaches and players. The legendary figures
who have patrolled the sidelines for both programs have left an indelible
mark on their respective team's histories and the overarching narrative of
this intense Big Ten clash. Their strategies, recruiting prowess, and ability
to motivate their teams have directly impacted the outcomes of these pivotal
games.

Woody Hayes and Hayden Fry: Architects of Eras

Woody Hayes, a titan of college football, coached Ohio State for 28 seasons,
leading the Buckeyes to multiple national championships. His fierce
competitor spirit and emphasis on physical football were hallmarks of his
legendary tenure. On the Iowa side, Hayden Fry revitalized the Hawkeye
program in the late 1970s and 1980s, returning them to national prominence
and instilling a winning culture. Fry's tenure included some memorable
victories against ranked opponents, and his impact on Iowa football is still
celebrated.

Kirk Ferentz and Urban Meyer: Modern Mentors

More recently, Kirk Ferentz has become synonymous with Iowa football,
coaching the Hawkeyes for over two decades and establishing a consistent
level of competitiveness. His steady hand and focus on player development
have made Iowa a perennial contender in the Big Ten West. Urban Meyer, during



his successful tenure at Ohio State, continued the program's tradition of
excellence, leading the Buckeyes to a national championship and several
dominant performances against rivals, including Iowa. The coaching battles
between Ferentz and Meyer, and their predecessors, have been central to the
modern chapter of this rivalry.

The Impact of Playing Style and Conference
Dynamics

The distinct playing styles often employed by Iowa and Ohio State have
historically contributed to the competitive nature of their matchups. Ohio
State has frequently been known for its explosive, pro-style offenses, often
featuring dynamic quarterbacks and talented running backs capable of making
big plays. This offensive firepower often dictates the tempo and scoring
potential of their games. Iowa, on the other hand, has often been
characterized by its strong defensive units, disciplined execution, and a
commitment to a physical brand of football, particularly on the offensive
line and in the running game.

The Big Ten Conference itself plays a crucial role in shaping the Iowa vs.
Ohio State football history. As two of the conference's most prominent
programs, their annual meeting often carries significant implications for the
Big Ten championship race and bowl game implications. The conference's
emphasis on physical, territorial football often aligns with the strengths of
both programs, creating a natural setting for intense, hard-fought contests.
The shared competitive environment of the Big Ten fosters a rivalry that is
deeply ingrained in the conference's historical narrative.

Recent Trends and the Future of the Iowa-Ohio
State Rivalry

Recent trends in the Iowa vs. Ohio State football history suggest a dynamic
that continues to evolve, with both teams demonstrating their capacity for
success. While Ohio State has often maintained a statistical edge, Iowa has
proven its ability to deliver significant upsets and challenge for conference
supremacy. The emergence of new star players and the ongoing strategic
adjustments by coaching staffs ensure that each meeting is anticipated with
fresh intrigue. The competitive landscape within the Big Ten remains fierce,
and this rivalry is a cornerstone of that intensity.

Looking ahead, the future of the Iowa-Ohio State rivalry promises continued
high-stakes football. As both programs recruit top talent and adapt to the
evolving strategies of the game, their matchups are expected to remain
compelling contests. The passionate fan bases on both sides will undoubtedly



continue to fuel the anticipation and excitement surrounding these games. The
enduring legacy of their historical battles sets a high bar, and future
generations of Hawkeyes and Buckeyes will aim to add their own legendary
chapters to this storied Big Ten rivalry.

FAQ

Q: Who has the all-time record in the Iowa vs. Ohio
State football series?
A: Ohio State holds the all-time lead in the series against Iowa.

Q: How many times have Iowa and Ohio State met?
A: The exact number of meetings varies slightly depending on the source and
how certain exhibition games are counted, but they have met numerous times
since their first recorded encounter in the early 20th century.

Q: What is the most memorable upset in Iowa vs. Ohio
State football history?
A: The 2009 game where unranked Iowa defeated 3 Ohio State is widely
considered one of the most memorable upsets in the series.

Q: Has Iowa ever been ranked 1 when playing Ohio
State?
A: While Iowa has been ranked highly, they have not typically entered a game
against Ohio State ranked 1. Ohio State, conversely, has often been ranked
very highly when facing Iowa.

Q: How has the playing style of Iowa impacted its
rivalry with Ohio State?
A: Iowa's reputation for strong defense and physical play has often made them
a challenging opponent for Ohio State's high-powered offenses, leading to
many closely contested games.

Q: What is the significance of the 1957 Rose Bowl in



the context of this rivalry?
A: While not a regular season game, the 1957 Rose Bowl, featuring both teams,
was a significant event that showcased the competitive nature of the rivalry
on a national stage.

Q: Are there any significant winning streaks in the
Iowa vs. Ohio State football history?
A: Yes, Ohio State has historically had multiple impressive winning streaks
against Iowa, but Iowa has also achieved notable streaks of their own in
different eras.

Q: How does the Big Ten Conference influence the
Iowa vs. Ohio State rivalry?
A: As prominent members of the Big Ten, their games often have significant
implications for the conference championship race, adding an extra layer of
importance to their rivalry.
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