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Is the Murdaugh Law Firm Still in
Business? Unpacking the Firm's Status
Amidst Legal Turmoil

is the murdaugh law firm still in business remains a question of significant
public interest, intricately linked to the high-profile legal saga
surrounding the Murdaugh family. The once-prominent legal practice, Peters,
Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth & Detrick (PMPED), has faced unprecedented
scrutiny and upheaval following a series of devastating events, most notably
the murders of Maggie and Paul Murdaugh and the subsequent trial and
conviction of Alex Murdaugh. This article delves into the current operational
status of the law firm, examining its name changes, its association with the
Murdaugh name, and the lingering impact of the family's notoriety on its
professional identity and business viability. We will explore the firm's
recent history, the implications of Alex Murdaugh's disbarment, and what the
future may hold for a legal entity so deeply entwined with a disgraced name.
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The Legacy and Founding of PMPED

The law firm that was once widely known as Peters, Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth
& Detrick (PMPED) boasts a long and storied history in Hampton County, South
Carolina. Founded by George Dickerson, the firm evolved over generations,
becoming a cornerstone of the legal community in the Lowcountry region. For
decades, it was synonymous with legal representation and influence, with
partners holding significant positions within the state's legal and political
landscape. The firm’s early success was built on a foundation of established
legal practice, serving the community through various civil and criminal
matters.

The Murdaugh family's involvement with the firm dates back to the 1940s when



Randolph Murdaugh Sr. joined the practice. He was later joined by his son,
Randolph Murdaugh Jr., and then his grandson, Alex Murdaugh. This multi-
generational connection solidified the Murdaugh name with the firm's
identity, creating a powerful brand within South Carolina. The firm’s
reputation, for a significant period, was largely built on the Murdaugh
legacy and the perceived strength and influence of its partners.

The Murdaugh Name and Legal Practice

For many years, the Murdaugh name was a significant asset to the law firm.
The family had established a strong presence and influence in the legal
profession and the broader community of Hampton County and beyond. This deep-
rooted connection meant that the firm was often the first point of contact
for many seeking legal counsel, and the Murdaugh name itself carried a
certain weight and perceived authority. The firm handled a wide array of
cases, from personal injury and wrongful death claims to criminal defense,
building a substantial client base over decades.

The firm operated as a powerful entity, with its partners often playing
prominent roles in local and state legal affairs. The interconnectedness of
the family, the firm, and the community created an environment where the
Murdaugh name was deeply ingrained in the fabric of legal practice in the
region. This long-standing association, however, would later become a
significant liability as the family's secrets began to unravel.

The Impact of Alex Murdaugh's Crimes on the
Firm

The criminal activities and personal tragedies that engulfed Alex Murdaugh
have had a catastrophic impact on the law firm's reputation and operations.
The discovery of the bodies of his wife, Maggie, and son, Paul, on their
hunting estate in June 2021, sent shockwaves through the state. This event,
initially shrouded in mystery, became the focal point of a massive
investigation that ultimately led to Alex Murdaugh’s indictment and
conviction for their murders. Furthermore, his elaborate scheme of financial
crimes, including theft and money laundering, further tarnished the family
name and, by extension, the firm’'s legacy.

The legal ramifications for Alex Murdaugh were severe, including his
conviction for murder and facing extensive prison sentences for fraud. In
addition to the criminal proceedings, his professional license was suspended,
and he was ultimately disbarred from practicing law in South Carolina. This
disbarment, coupled with the public outcry and intense media scrutiny,
created an untenable situation for a law firm still bearing the Murdaugh



name. The firm's association, even if indirectly, with such heinous crimes
and widespread fraud inevitably led to a loss of trust and credibility among
clients, colleagues, and the public.

Changes in Firm Name and Ownership

In the wake of the escalating scandal and public relations crisis, the firm
underwent significant changes to distance itself from the Murdaugh name and
its associated controversies. The most immediate and prominent step was a
rebranding effort. The firm officially changed its name from Peters,
Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth & Detrick to The Hemmings & Kellahan Law Firm,
LLC. This name change was a strategic move intended to signal a new beginning
and to shed the negative connotations that had become inextricably linked
with the Murdaugh legacy.

These changes were not merely cosmetic; they reflected a fundamental shift in
the firm's structure and its efforts to regain public trust. The partners
remaining with the firm sought to establish a new identity, independent of
the Murdaugh family's deeply troubled history. The ownership and partnership
structure likely saw adjustments to reflect the departure or the altered
roles of individuals associated with the Murdaugh name. This rebranding was
crucial for the firm's survival and its ability to attract new clients and
retain existing ones.

Current Status and Operations

As of recent reports and public information, the law firm, now operating as
The Hemmings & Kellahan Law Firm, LLC, continues to practice law. While the
Murdaugh name has been removed from its official title, the firm's continued
operation signifies its efforts to persevere through the profound crisis. The
attorneys who remained with the practice have focused on rebuilding its
reputation and continuing to serve their clients in South Carolina. The firm
likely continues to operate from its established locations, carrying on with
its legal services in areas such as personal injury, civil litigation, and
potentially other practice areas.

However, the shadow of the Murdaugh saga undoubtedly lingers. The firm's
ability to attract new business and recruit top legal talent may still be
influenced by its past association, even with the name change. The legal
community and the public at large will likely remain watchful of the firm's
trajectory. The commitment to ethical practice and transparency will be
paramount in its efforts to rebuild trust and establish a solid future, free
from the controversies that once defined it.



The Future of the Law Firm

The future of The Hemmings & Kellahan Law Firm, LLC, hinges on its ability to
consistently demonstrate integrity, professionalism, and a renewed commitment
to legal excellence. The firm has taken the crucial step of rebranding and
severing its direct association with the Murdaugh name. The success of this
endeavor will depend on the collective efforts of its current partners and
associates to cultivate a new legacy built on merit and ethical conduct.

The legal landscape is dynamic, and the firm's long-term viability will be
determined by its capacity to adapt, innovate, and serve its client base
effectively. Overcoming the reputational damage requires sustained effort and
a clear demonstration of its commitment to upholding the highest legal
standards. While the past cannot be erased, the firm's future will be shaped
by its present actions and its dedication to building a trustworthy and
respected legal practice for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Has the Murdaugh law firm officially closed down?

A: No, the law firm that was formerly known as Peters, Murdaugh, Parker,
Eltzroth & Detrick (PMPED) has not officially closed down. It has, however,
undergone significant changes.

Q: What is the current name of the Murdaugh law
firm?

A: The firm is now operating under the name The Hemmings & Kellahan Law Firm,
LLC. This name change was a strategic decision to distance itself from the
Murdaugh family's controversies.

Q: Is Alex Murdaugh still a practicing attorney with
the firm?

A: No, Alex Murdaugh is no longer a practicing attorney. He was disbarred
from practicing law in South Carolina following his conviction for the
murders of his wife and son and his extensive financial crimes.

Q: Did the Murdaugh family retain any ownership of



the firm after the scandal?

A: While the exact ownership structure is private, the firm's rebranding to
remove the Murdaugh name suggests a significant separation from the family's
direct involvement and control.

Q: How has the Murdaugh scandal impacted the firm's
reputation?

A: The Murdaugh scandal has had a profound negative impact on the firm's
reputation, leading to the name change and ongoing efforts to rebuild trust
and credibility within the legal community and with the public.

Q: What types of law does The Hemmings & Kellahan
Law Firm, LLC practice?

A: While specific practice areas can evolve, the firm has historically
handled a broad range of legal services, likely continuing with areas such as
personal injury, civil litigation, and potentially others.

Q: Are the remaining partners at the firm the same
ones who were there when it was PMPED?

A: Some partners from the original firm, Peters, Murdaugh, Parker, Eltzroth &
Detrick, remain with the rebranded firm. However, the exact composition of
the partnership may have changed due to the circumstances.
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