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Isosceles and Equilateral Triangle Worksheet Answer Key serves as a crucial educational tool for
students learning about two specific types of triangles in geometry. Understanding these triangles is
fundamental to grasping broader mathematical concepts. In this article, we will explore the
characteristics of isosceles and equilateral triangles, provide examples of problems typically found
on worksheets, and offer a comprehensive answer key. This will not only help students check their
work but also deepen their understanding of the properties of these triangles.

Understanding Isosceles Triangles

An isosceles triangle is defined as a triangle that has at least two sides of equal length. This
characteristic leads to some unique properties and formulas.

Properties of Isosceles Triangles

1. Equal Sides: The two sides that are equal are known as the legs, while the third side is referred to
as the base.
2. Base Angles: The angles opposite the equal sides are also equal. If the legs are of lengths \( a \)
and the base is of length \( b \), the angles at the base can be denoted as \( \angle A \) and \( \angle B
\).
3. Vertex Angle: The angle between the two equal sides is called the vertex angle, denoted as \(
\angle C \).
4. Height: The height of an isosceles triangle can be calculated using the formula:
\[
h = \sqrt{a^2 - \left(\frac{b}{2}\right)^2}
\]
where \( h \) is the height, \( a \) is the length of the equal sides, and \( b \) is the length of the base.

Example Problems

1. Find the Length of the Base: Given an isosceles triangle with legs of length 10 cm and a vertex
angle of 60 degrees, find the length of the base.
2. Calculate the Height: An isosceles triangle has legs of length 13 cm and a base of 10 cm.
Calculate the height.
3. Determine the Angles: If an isosceles triangle has a base of 8 cm and legs of length 10 cm, find
the base angles.



Understanding Equilateral Triangles

An equilateral triangle is a special type of isosceles triangle where all three sides are of equal
length. This symmetry leads to several interesting properties.

Properties of Equilateral Triangles

1. Equal Sides: All sides are of the same length, denoted as \( s \).
2. Equal Angles: Each angle measures 60 degrees.
3. Height: The height can be calculated using the formula:
\[
h = \frac{\sqrt{3}}{2} s
\]
where \( s \) is the length of a side.
4. Area: The area can be calculated with the formula:
\[
A = \frac{\sqrt{3}}{4} s^2
\]

Example Problems

1. Calculate the Area: Find the area of an equilateral triangle with sides of length 6 cm.
2. Determine the Height: What is the height of an equilateral triangle with a side length of 12 cm?
3. Find the Perimeter: If one side of an equilateral triangle measures 5 cm, what is the perimeter?

Worksheet Structure and Answer Key

To aid in the comprehension of isosceles and equilateral triangles, worksheets often contain a
variety of problems. Below is a sample structure of such a worksheet and its corresponding answer
key.

Sample Worksheet Questions

1. Isosceles Triangle Problems:
- a) A triangle has sides of 5 cm, 5 cm, and 8 cm. Find the base angles.
- b) An isosceles triangle has a height of 7 cm and a base of 10 cm. Find the lengths of the equal
sides.
- c) If the vertex angle of an isosceles triangle is 40 degrees, what are the base angles?

2. Equilateral Triangle Problems:
- a) Calculate the area of an equilateral triangle with side length 10 cm.
- b) The height of an equilateral triangle is 8 cm. What is the side length?



- c) Find the perimeter of an equilateral triangle with sides measuring 4 cm.

Answer Key

1. Isosceles Triangle Problems:
- a) Base angles: \( \angle A = \angle B = 72.0^{\circ} \) (using the property that the sum of angles
in a triangle is \( 180^{\circ} \)).
- b) Using the Pythagorean theorem, the lengths of the equal sides are approximately \( 8.06 \) cm.
- c) Base angles: \( \angle A = \angle B = 70^{\circ} \) (since \( 180 - 40 = 140 \) and \( 140/2 = 70
\)).

2. Equilateral Triangle Problems:
- a) Area: \( A = \frac{\sqrt{3}}{4} (10^2) = 25\sqrt{3} \approx 43.30 \) cm².
- b) Using \( h = \frac{\sqrt{3}}{2} s \), the side length is approximately \( 9.24 \) cm.
- c) Perimeter: \( P = 4 \times 3 = 12 \) cm.

Conclusion

The isosceles and equilateral triangle worksheet answer key provides essential support for students
as they navigate the complexities of geometry. By understanding the properties and relationships of
these types of triangles, students lay a strong foundation for future mathematical concepts.
Worksheets serve as valuable practice tools, reinforcing learning through application. With the
answer key, students can verify their understanding and gain confidence in solving similar
geometric problems. As they continue their studies, the principles learned from isosceles and
equilateral triangles will remain applicable in advanced topics, making this knowledge not only vital
but also practical.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the typical content of an isosceles and equilateral
triangle worksheet?
An isosceles and equilateral triangle worksheet usually includes problems related to the properties
of these triangles, such as calculating side lengths, angles, perimeter, area, and identifying triangles
based on given criteria.

How can I determine if my answer key for the worksheet is
correct?
You can determine the correctness of your answer key by cross-referencing each solution with
established geometric principles and by checking your calculations against a reliable resource or
textbook.



What are the key properties of an isosceles triangle that
should be included in the answer key?
Key properties of an isosceles triangle include that two sides are equal in length, the angles opposite
those sides are equal, and the height from the apex to the base bisects the base.

What are the key properties of an equilateral triangle that
should be included in the answer key?
Key properties of an equilateral triangle include that all three sides are equal in length, all three
angles measure 60 degrees, and it has symmetrical properties across its lines of symmetry.

How can I create an answer key for a worksheet on isosceles
and equilateral triangles?
To create an answer key, solve each problem on the worksheet step-by-step, ensuring to apply the
properties and formulas relevant to isosceles and equilateral triangles, then compile these solutions
into a clear format.

What common mistakes should I look for when grading an
isosceles and equilateral triangle worksheet?
Common mistakes include miscalculating angle measures, failing to apply the properties of equality
in isosceles triangles, and confusing side lengths in equilateral triangles.

Are there online resources available for verifying answers on
an isosceles and equilateral triangle worksheet?
Yes, there are numerous online resources, including educational websites and math forums, where
you can find solutions to similar problems or use geometry calculators to verify your answers.
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