ithaca m49 manual

The Ithaca M49 Manual: Your Comprehensive Guide to Ownership and Operation

ithaca m49 manual availability is crucial for any owner or prospective buyer of this classic lever-
action rifle. This article serves as an exhaustive resource, delving deep into every aspect of the
Ithaca M49, from its historical significance and variations to detailed operational instructions,
maintenance procedures, and troubleshooting tips. We aim to provide a complete understanding of
this iconic firearm, empowering users with the knowledge to safely and effectively handle their M49.
Whether you're a seasoned collector or new to the Ithaca brand, this guide will illuminate the
intricacies of this beloved rifle.
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Understanding the Ithaca M49: History and
Significance

The Ithaca M49 represents a significant chapter in American sporting firearms. Introduced by Ithaca
Gun Company in 1961, it quickly gained popularity as a reliable and affordable lever-action rifle,
particularly for youth shooters and small game hunters. Its design was a departure from some of
Ithaca's earlier, more complex models, focusing on simplicity and ease of use. This made it an ideal
platform for introducing new shooters to the world of firearms.

The M49's lineage can be traced back to earlier Ithaca designs, but it established its own identity
with its distinctive look and functional simplicity. Its enduring appeal lies in its robust construction,
straightforward operation, and historical connection to a bygone era of American gun
manufacturing. Many examples are still in circulation today, a testament to their durability and the
satisfaction they provide to their owners.

Key Features and Specifications of the Ithaca M49

The Ithaca M49 is characterized by its distinctive lever-action mechanism and its often-featured
tubular magazine. While primarily chambered in .22 Long Rifle (LR), variations in caliber and barrel
length exist across its production run. The rifle typically features an open sights system, though
some models may accommodate aftermarket scopes. Its overall design prioritizes user-friendliness



and reliability, making it a popular choice for plinking and small game.

The lever action is smooth and intuitive, allowing for rapid cycling of rounds. The stock is usually
made of wood, often walnut or beech, contributing to its classic aesthetic. The receiver is typically
made of steel, ensuring durability. These fundamental design elements contribute to the M49's
reputation as a dependable and enduring firearm. Understanding these specifications is a
foundational step in appreciating the rifle's operational nuances.

Ithaca M49 Manual: Disassembly and Reassembly

Proper disassembly and reassembly are critical for maintaining the Ithaca M49 and for thorough
cleaning. While the M49 is designed for simplicity, following a clear, step-by-step guide is essential
to avoid damage or incorrect reassembly. Always ensure the firearm is unloaded and pointed in a
safe direction before beginning any disassembly procedure.

Initial Safety Checks

Before touching any part of the rifle for disassembly, the absolute first step is to confirm it is
unloaded. Remove the magazine if applicable, open the action, and visually and physically inspect
the chamber and magazine well to ensure no ammunition is present. Double-checking is paramount
for safety.

Field Stripping the Ithaca M49

Field stripping the Ithaca M49 typically involves separating the barrel and receiver assembly from
the stock and trigger group. The exact process can vary slightly between different production years
or minor design iterations, but generally, it begins with removing a stock screw. Once the stock is
detached, further disassembly of the internal components, such as the bolt and trigger mechanism,
can be carefully undertaken. Referencing a visual guide or an actual Ithaca M49 manual PDF is
highly recommended during this process.

Reassembly Procedures

Reassembly is the reverse of disassembly. Ensure all parts are clean and properly lubricated before
reassembling. Pay close attention to the alignment of components, especially the trigger group and
the bolt mechanism. A common mistake during reassembly is forcing parts together, which can lead
to damage. If a part does not fit easily, it is an indication that something is misaligned. After
reassembly, conduct a function check with an unloaded firearm to ensure the action cycles correctly
and the trigger operates as expected.



Operating the Ithaca M49: Loading, Firing, and
Unloading

Operating the Ithaca M49 safely and correctly is paramount for both enjoyment and security. The
lever action requires a specific sequence of movements to load, fire, and unload the rifle.

Loading the Ithaca M49

To load the M49, first ensure the rifle is cocked by cycling the lever. The tubular magazine is
typically loaded through a port located on the underside of the receiver or the front of the magazine
tube. Insert the ammunition one round at a time into the magazine, ensuring each round seats
properly. Once the desired number of rounds is loaded, cycle the lever to chamber the first round.

Firing the Ithaca M49

With a round chambered and the safety engaged (if equipped), the rifle is ready to fire. Disengage
the safety and pull the trigger to fire the rifle. After firing, cycle the lever to extract the spent casing
and chamber a new round. This is the fundamental cycle of operation for a lever-action rifle.

Unloading the Ithaca M49

To unload the Ithaca M49, keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. Cycle the lever to extract any
chambered round and eject it. Continue cycling the lever until all rounds have been ejected from the
magazine. Visually inspect the chamber and magazine to confirm the rifle is empty. It is always good
practice to perform a final function check by cycling the lever with an unloaded chamber.

Ithaca M49 Maintenance and Cleaning

Regular maintenance and cleaning are essential for the longevity and reliable performance of any
firearm, and the Ithaca M49 is no exception. A clean rifle is a safe and accurate rifle.

Cleaning Procedures

After each shooting session, it is advisable to clean the M49. Start by field stripping the rifle as
described previously. Use a bore brush and cleaning solvent to remove fouling from the barrel.
Clean the bolt, receiver, and any other internal parts with a clean cloth and solvent. After cleaning,
use a light coat of gun oil to protect metal parts from rust and corrosion.



Lubrication Points

Proper lubrication is crucial for the smooth operation of the lever action. Apply a small amount of
gun lubricant to key friction points, such as the bolt rails, the lever mechanism, and any other
moving parts. Over-lubrication can attract dirt and debris, so use it sparingly. Referencing a detailed
Ithaca M49 manual will often provide specific lubrication points.

Storage Recommendations

When storing the Ithaca M49, ensure it is clean, dry, and unloaded. Store it in a secure location,
away from moisture and extreme temperatures. A gun case or safe is recommended for optimal
protection. Avoid storing ammunition with the firearm.

Troubleshooting Common Ithaca M49 Issues

While the Ithaca M49 is known for its reliability, like any mechanical device, it can occasionally
encounter issues. Understanding common problems and their solutions can save time and
frustration.

Failure to Feed or Eject

This issue can often stem from a dirty or improperly lubricated action, or worn magazine
components. Ensure the rifle is clean and properly lubricated. Check the magazine spring and
follower for damage or wear. Sometimes, ammunition that is out of specification can also cause
feeding problems.

Light Strikes or Misfires

Light strikes usually indicate an issue with the firing pin or its spring. The firing pin might be dirty,
bent, or the spring might be weak. Misfires can also occur due to faulty ammunition. If the issue
persists after inspecting and cleaning the firing pin and related parts, it may require professional
attention.

Accuracy Problems

Inconsistent accuracy can be caused by several factors. Ensure the barrel is clean and free from
obstructions. Check if the sights are properly aligned. Loose stock screws or a worn stock can also
affect accuracy. If all else fails, consider the quality and type of ammunition being used.



Finding an Ithaca M49 Manual: Sources and Tips

Locating a genuine Ithaca M49 manual can be a valuable asset for owners. Original manuals are
often sought after by collectors, but reproduction or digital versions are also readily available.

Online Resources

Many websites dedicated to firearms offer downloadable Ithaca M49 manuals, often in PDF format.
These can be found by searching for "Ithaca M49 manual PDF" or "Ithaca M49 owner's manual."
Websites that specialize in vintage firearms or gun parts may also have them available.

Firearm Forums and Communities

Online firearm forums and enthusiast communities can be excellent places to ask for assistance in
finding an Ithaca M49 manual. Members often have extensive knowledge and may be willing to
share their own copies or point you in the right direction.

Contacting Ithaca Gun Company

While Ithaca Gun Company has undergone various ownership changes over the years, it's still
possible to contact them to inquire about obtaining an Ithaca M49 manual or parts. They may have
archived materials or be able to provide guidance.

Used Marketplaces

Online auction sites and marketplaces for used firearms and accessories are another potential
source for original Ithaca M49 manuals. These can sometimes be found bundled with rifles or sold
separately.

FAQ

Q: Where can I find a PDF version of the Ithaca M49 manual
online?

A: You can find PDF versions of the Ithaca M49 manual by searching reputable firearm enthusiast
websites, gun forums, or specialized historical firearm resource sites. Use search terms like "Ithaca
M49 manual PDF download."



Q: What are the common calibers for the Ithaca M49 rifle?

A: The Ithaca M49 was most commonly chambered in .22 Long Rifle (LR). While less common, some
variations may have existed in other .22 rimfire calibers.

Q: Is the Ithaca M49 a good rifle for beginners?

A: Yes, the Ithaca M49 is often considered an excellent rifle for beginners due to its simple
operation, ease of maintenance, and relatively light weight, making it manageable for new shooters.

Q: What is the typical magazine capacity of an Ithaca M49?

A: The typical magazine capacity for the Ithaca M49 is dependent on the specific model and its
barrel length, but it generally holds around 15 rounds of .22 LR ammunition in its tubular magazine.

Q: How do I safely unload an Ithaca M49?

A: To safely unload an Ithaca M49, point the rifle in a safe direction, open the action by cycling the
lever, and continue cycling until all rounds are ejected from the magazine and chamber. Visually
confirm the chamber and magazine are empty.

Q: What are the signs that my Ithaca M49 needs cleaning?

A: Signs that your Ithaca M49 needs cleaning include visible dirt or fouling on the action, stiff or
difficult lever operation, inconsistent feeding or ejection, or a noticeable decline in accuracy.

Q: Can I mount a scope on my Ithaca M49?

A: While many Ithaca M49 models came with open sights, some may have provisions for scope
mounting. Check the receiver for pre-drilled holes or scope mount bases. Aftermarket scope bases
may also be available for some configurations.

Q: Where can I find replacement parts for an Ithaca M49?

A: Replacement parts for an Ithaca M49 can often be found through specialized online retailers that
deal in vintage firearm parts, gunsmiths who work on older firearms, or through online auction sites.

Q: How often should I lubricate my Ithaca M49?

A: It is recommended to lubricate your Ithaca M49 after cleaning, especially after shooting. A light
application of gun oil to the action and moving parts after each cleaning session will help ensure
smooth operation and prevent rust.



Q: What is the general value of an Ithaca M49 rifle today?

A: The value of an Ithaca M49 rifle today can vary significantly based on its condition, specific
model, any modifications, and historical significance. Generally, good to excellent condition
examples can range from a few hundred dollars upwards.
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