
its our turn to eat by michela wrong
Unpacking Michela Wrong's "Its Our Turn to Eat": A Deep Dive into Sierra Leone's Post-
War Reckoning

its our turn to eat by michela wrong serves as a searing indictment of the corruption
and disillusionment that plagued Sierra Leone in the aftermath of its brutal civil war. This
meticulously researched and powerfully written book transcends simple journalistic
reporting, delving into the complex human stories and systemic failures that prevented the
nation from truly rebuilding. Wrong masterfully navigates the intricate web of political
ambition, economic exploitation, and international interference, exposing how the promise
of a new era was systematically undermined. The narrative unfolds through compelling
personal accounts, offering an intimate look at the lives of individuals caught in the
crossfire of post-war reconstruction and the pervasive culture of graft. This article will
explore the key themes, historical context, and lasting impact of Michela Wrong's seminal
work.
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The Genesis of the Conflict: Understanding Sierra
Leone's Tragic Past

To fully grasp the profound implications of Michela Wrong's "Its Our Turn to Eat," it is
essential to first contextualize the devastating civil war that ravaged Sierra Leone from
1991 to 2002. This conflict, characterized by extreme brutality, child soldiery, and
widespread atrocities, left the nation in ruins, both physically and psychologically. The
roots of this violence are complex, stemming from decades of political instability, ethnic
tensions, and deep-seated economic inequalities. Understanding this grim prologue is
crucial to appreciating the fragile hopes that emerged with the war's end and how those
hopes were ultimately dashed by a new, insidious form of destruction: corruption.

The war itself was a symptom of deeper societal fractures. Decades of authoritarian rule,
coupled with a reliance on diamond extraction that fueled external exploitation and
internal conflict, created a fertile ground for discontent. When the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF), initially fueled by a distorted ideology and opportunistic leadership, launched
its offensive, it tapped into a reservoir of resentment and desperation. The ensuing decade
of bloodshed saw entire communities displaced, infrastructure decimated, and a
generation traumatized. This period of intense suffering set the stage for a fervent desire



for peace and a genuine chance at recovery, a desire that "Its Our Turn to Eat"
meticulously dissects.

The Promise of Peace and the Dawn of Corruption

As the guns fell silent in 2002, Sierra Leone found itself at a critical juncture. The
international community, having largely failed to prevent or adequately address the
conflict, now pledged significant resources and support for reconstruction and
development. This was a moment of immense hope, a chance for the nation to rebuild its
institutions, revive its economy, and provide a better future for its citizens. However, as
Michela Wrong vividly illustrates, this nascent period of optimism was quickly
overshadowed by a pervasive and insatiable appetite for corruption.

The phrase "its our turn to eat," which lends its title to Wrong's book, encapsulates the
cynical mentality that permeated the post-war government and its associates. After years
of deprivation and conflict, many saw the influx of foreign aid and the opportunities
presented by reconstruction as a personal windfall. This was not a nuanced understanding
of nation-building but a crude grab for resources, where personal enrichment took
precedence over public good. Wrong meticulously details how this mentality manifested in
various sectors, from contract inflation and embezzlement to the outright siphoning of aid
intended for essential services.

The Mechanisms of Corruption

Wrong's work illuminates the sophisticated, albeit illicit, mechanisms by which corruption
became embedded in the fabric of post-war Sierra Leone. This was not simply petty
bribery; it involved intricate networks, patronage systems, and the deliberate undermining
of accountability structures. The book details how:

Government officials diverted funds intended for critical infrastructure projects, such
as roads and hospitals, enriching themselves and their cronies.

International aid packages were often compromised, with a significant portion being
skimmed off before reaching their intended beneficiaries.

Appointments to key positions were based on loyalty and connections rather than
merit, perpetuating a cycle of complicity and incompetence.

Legal and judicial systems were often manipulated to protect the corrupt, ensuring
impunity for those in power.

The insidious nature of this corruption meant that the very foundations of a stable and
prosperous society were being eroded from within. The promised dividends of peace were



instead being consumed by a select few, leaving the vast majority of Sierra Leoneans to
grapple with the persistent challenges of poverty and underdevelopment.

Key Figures and Their Roles in the Post-War
Landscape

Michela Wrong’s "Its Our Turn to Eat" is populated by a cast of characters, both powerful
and ordinary, whose actions and experiences illuminate the complex realities of post-war
Sierra Leone. While the book offers a nuanced portrayal, certain figures emerge as central
to understanding the dynamics of corruption and the dashed hopes of the nation. Wrong
does not shy away from dissecting the motivations and impacts of these individuals,
revealing how personal ambition and a lack of ethical governance contributed to the
nation's continued struggles.

The narrative often focuses on the political elite who assumed power after the war. These
were individuals who had, in many cases, benefited from or survived the conflict, and who
now saw themselves as entitled to reap the rewards of peace. Their decisions, or lack
thereof, in establishing transparent and accountable governance structures had profound
and lasting consequences. Wrong's detailed accounts highlight how these figures often
prioritized personal gain and the maintenance of their power base over the genuine needs
of their constituents. The book provides a stark reminder that good intentions, when
unmoored from ethical leadership, can pave the way for continued suffering.

The International Community's Complicity

A crucial and often uncomfortable aspect of "Its Our Turn to Eat" is Michela Wrong's
critical examination of the role played by the international community in post-war Sierra
Leone. While international aid and peacekeeping efforts were essential in ending the
conflict, their implementation and oversight were often flawed, inadvertently contributing
to the very problems they sought to solve. Wrong argues that a combination of naive
idealism, a lack of understanding of local dynamics, and sometimes, a self-serving
approach by donor nations and organizations created an environment ripe for exploitation.

The influx of substantial financial aid, without robust mechanisms for accountability and
transparency, created a tempting target for corrupt officials. Furthermore, the
international focus often remained on maintaining stability and achieving broad
development goals, sometimes overlooking the deep-seated corruption that was actively
hindering progress. Wrong highlights instances where international bodies turned a blind
eye to evident malpractice, prioritizing their own reputations or political objectives over
demanding genuine reform. This complicity, whether intentional or through negligence,
allowed the culture of "its our turn to eat" to flourish unchecked, undermining the very
efforts meant to foster recovery.



Failures in Aid Management and Oversight

Wrong's investigation reveals several key areas where the international community's
approach fell short:

Inadequate Due Diligence: Aid agencies and governments often failed to conduct
thorough due diligence on local partners and institutions, leading to funds being
channeled to corrupt individuals or entities.

Lack of Coordinated Strategy: Different international actors often pursued their own
agendas without sufficient coordination, creating opportunities for corruption to
thrive in the gaps.

Over-reliance on Local Elites: A tendency to work through existing power structures,
which were often corrupt, meant that the benefits of aid did not trickle down to the
wider population.

Insufficient Pressure for Reform: Donor nations and organizations often hesitated to
exert strong pressure on the Sierra Leonean government to implement anti-
corruption measures, fearing disruption or alienation.

This aspect of the book serves as a powerful cautionary tale about the complexities of
international intervention and the critical importance of accountability in development aid.

The Human Cost of Systemic Corruption

Beyond the macroeconomic implications and political machinations, "Its Our Turn to Eat"
underscores the profound and devastating human cost of systemic corruption in Sierra
Leone. Michela Wrong’s narrative is deeply empathetic, bringing to life the experiences of
ordinary citizens who bore the brunt of their leaders' avarice. The dashed hopes for peace
and prosperity translated directly into continued hardship, lack of opportunity, and a
pervasive sense of injustice for the vast majority of the population.

When resources meant for essential services like healthcare, education, and clean water
are siphoned off, the most vulnerable suffer disproportionately. Children miss out on
schooling, preventable diseases claim lives, and communities are denied the basic
infrastructure necessary for survival and development. Wrong illustrates how the dreams
of a brighter future, so eagerly anticipated after the horrors of war, were systematically
extinguished by a culture that prioritized personal enrichment over collective well-being.
The pervasive cynicism that resulted further eroded trust in institutions and leadership,
making genuine progress an even more daunting task.



Stories of Disillusionment

The book is replete with individual stories that powerfully illustrate the impact of
corruption:

Families struggling to access basic medical care because hospitals are under-
resourced due to pilfered funds.

Young people unable to find employment or educational opportunities because
positions are filled through patronage rather than merit.

Communities living without basic amenities, like clean water, because infrastructure
projects are never completed or are poorly constructed due to corrupt contracts.

Individuals who risked their lives during the war, only to find that the peace they
fought for did not bring them the security or opportunity they deserved.

These personal narratives serve as the emotional core of Wrong's exposé, transforming
abstract concepts of corruption into tangible, heartbreaking realities.

The Enduring Legacy of "Its Our Turn to Eat"

Michela Wrong's "Its Our Turn to Eat" has left an indelible mark on the discourse
surrounding Sierra Leone and the broader issues of post-conflict recovery and corruption.
The book is not merely a historical account; it serves as a critical lens through which to
understand the ongoing challenges faced by many developing nations grappling with the
legacies of conflict and the insidious nature of graft. Its enduring legacy lies in its
unflinching honesty, its meticulous research, and its profound humanism.

The book has been instrumental in bringing global attention to the specific plight of Sierra
Leone and the ways in which international aid can be both a force for good and a catalyst
for exploitation if not managed with strict integrity. It has spurred important
conversations about accountability, governance, and the responsibilities of both national
leaders and international actors in building sustainable peace and development. The
phrase "its our turn to eat" has become a shorthand for understanding the destructive
cycle of corruption that can plague nations emerging from crisis.

Furthermore, "Its Our Turn to Eat" has inspired a generation of journalists and
researchers to delve deeper into the complexities of corruption and its impact on ordinary
lives. By meticulously documenting the failures and exposing the mechanisms of illicit
enrichment, Wrong provides a valuable resource for policymakers, academics, and
activists seeking to understand and combat these pervasive issues. The book's power lies
in its ability to educate, to provoke thought, and ultimately, to advocate for a more just
and equitable world.



Michela Wrong's Investigative Approach

The power and impact of "Its Our Turn to Eat" are a testament to Michela Wrong's
distinctive and rigorous investigative approach. She combines the narrative flair of a
seasoned storyteller with the meticulous fact-finding of a dedicated journalist, creating a
compelling and authoritative account. Her commitment to understanding the lived
experiences of those affected by corruption is a cornerstone of her methodology, moving
beyond dry statistics to explore the human dimensions of systemic failure.

Wrong spent considerable time in Sierra Leone, immersing herself in the local culture and
building relationships with a wide range of sources. This deep engagement allowed her to
gain a nuanced understanding of the complex social, political, and economic factors at
play. She is known for her ability to gain the trust of individuals who might otherwise
remain silent, coaxing out their stories with empathy and persistence. This approach
allows her to present a multifaceted picture, incorporating the perspectives of politicians,
aid workers, and ordinary citizens alike.

Key Elements of Her Method

On-the-Ground Research: Spending extensive periods in the country to observe,
interview, and gather firsthand information.

Diverse Sourcing: Interviewing individuals from all levels of society to ensure a
balanced and comprehensive perspective.

Skepticism and Verification: Critically examining claims and cross-referencing
information from multiple sources to ensure accuracy.

Narrative Storytelling: Weaving factual information into compelling narratives that
engage the reader emotionally and intellectually.

Focus on Human Impact: Always prioritizing the stories of individuals to illustrate
the real-world consequences of political and economic decisions.

This dedication to thorough and empathetic investigation is what elevates "Its Our Turn to
Eat" from a mere exposé to a landmark work of journalism.

---

Q: What is the central theme of Michela Wrong's "Its



Our Turn to Eat"?
A: The central theme of Michela Wrong's "Its Our Turn to Eat" is the pervasive and
destructive nature of corruption in Sierra Leone following the end of its brutal civil war,
and how this corruption undermined the nation's potential for genuine recovery and
development.

Q: Who are the main subjects explored in the book?
A: The book explores the actions and impacts of key political figures in post-war Sierra
Leone, the role of international aid organizations and donor nations, and the experiences
of ordinary citizens struggling with the consequences of systemic corruption.

Q: What does the title "Its Our Turn to Eat" signify in
the context of the book?
A: The title "Its Our Turn to Eat" represents the cynical mentality of some post-war Sierra
Leonean elites who viewed the influx of foreign aid and reconstruction opportunities as a
personal entitlement for enrichment, rather than a chance for national rebuilding.

Q: How does Michela Wrong investigate the corruption
she describes?
A: Michela Wrong employs a rigorous investigative approach involving extensive on-the-
ground research in Sierra Leone, extensive interviews with a diverse range of sources,
meticulous fact-checking, and a focus on telling compelling human stories to illustrate the
impact of corruption.

Q: What role did the international community play in
the events described in the book?
A: The book critiques the international community's role, suggesting that while
international aid was necessary, its mismanagement, lack of robust oversight, and
sometimes naive approach inadvertently facilitated the spread of corruption.

Q: What are the human consequences of the corruption
highlighted in "Its Our Turn to Eat"?
A: The human consequences include continued poverty, lack of access to essential services
like healthcare and education, dashed hopes for a better future for citizens, and a
pervasive sense of injustice and disillusionment.



Q: Why is "Its Our Turn to Eat" considered an important
book?
A: It is considered important for its unflinching exposé of corruption in a post-conflict
nation, its critical examination of international aid effectiveness, and its powerful
humanistic portrayal of the struggles faced by ordinary Sierra Leoneans, serving as a
cautionary tale for future development efforts.
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