
ivp bible background commentary new
testament
IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is a comprehensive resource designed for
readers seeking a deeper understanding of the New Testament's cultural, historical, and social
contexts. This commentary stands out for its accessibility and its focus on providing background
information that sheds light on the text of the Bible. It serves as an invaluable tool for pastors,
students, and lay readers alike, enriching their study of Scripture by revealing the layers of meaning
that can be lost without an understanding of the world in which the New Testament was written.

The Purpose and Importance of Background
Commentary

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is structured to illuminate the context of
each New Testament book, helping readers grasp the nuances of the text. Understanding the
background of biblical passages can enhance interpretation and application, making it essential for
anyone looking to delve deeper into Scripture.

Why Background Matters

1. Cultural Context: The New Testament was written in a specific cultural milieu that influenced the
language, idioms, and practices of the time. Understanding these can clarify why certain teachings
were emphasized or how they were received by contemporary audiences.

2. Historical Context: The events, political dynamics, and historical figures of the time play a crucial
role in interpreting texts. Knowing the history surrounding the New Testament can provide insight
into the challenges faced by early Christians.

3. Social Context: The social structures and norms of the time, including class, gender roles, and
family dynamics, can affect the understanding of certain passages.

4. Religious Context: The Jewish background, as well as the Greco-Roman religious landscape,
shapes the New Testament narrative and theology. Comprehending these influences is vital for
grasping the full meaning of the texts.

Structure of the Commentary

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is structured to facilitate easy navigation
and understanding. Each section of the commentary includes various elements that help the reader
engage with the text:



Introduction to Each Book

- Overview of the book's themes
- Author and audience information
- Historical and cultural background

Analysis of Key Passages

- Verse-by-verse commentary that highlights significant cultural and historical insights
- Discussion of interpretive challenges and common misconceptions

Sidebars and Callouts

- Relevant anecdotes and stories that illustrate points made in the commentary
- Definitions of terms and concepts that may be unfamiliar to readers

Key Features of the Commentary

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament incorporates several features that enhance
its usability and effectiveness.

Accessibility

- Written in clear, concise language that is free from academic jargon
- Designed for readers at all levels of biblical knowledge, from beginners to advanced scholars

Comprehensive Coverage

- Addresses all the books of the New Testament, providing insights into each one
- Offers extensive notes on important historical figures, places, and events mentioned in the New
Testament

Scholarly but Approachable

- Authored by a team of biblical scholars who are deeply knowledgeable yet skilled at communicating
complex ideas simply
- Balances scholarly rigor with practical application, making it suitable for both academic study and
personal devotion



Notable Insights from the Commentary

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament is filled with intriguing insights that can
shape one’s understanding of New Testament texts.

Understanding Parables

- The commentary sheds light on the cultural significance of parables. For example, it discusses how
agricultural metaphors would resonate with a predominantly agrarian audience, providing deeper
insights into Jesus' teachings.

Social Stratification

- It reveals the social dynamics of the early church, demonstrating how the radical inclusivity of
Jesus’ message challenged the existing social hierarchies.

Jewish Roots

- The commentary emphasizes the Jewish roots of Christianity, helping readers see how the New
Testament fulfills and transforms Old Testament themes.

How to Use the Commentary Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament, readers can
adopt several strategies:

Before Reading a New Testament Book

- Consult the introduction section to understand the historical and cultural background.
- Identify key themes and questions that will guide your reading.

During Your Study

- Refer to the commentary for insights on specific verses or passages.
- Take note of cultural and historical details that can illuminate the text.



After Reading

- Reflect on how the insights gained from the commentary can apply to your life and faith.
- Consider discussing findings with a study group or fellow believers to deepen understanding.

Conclusion

The IVP Bible Background Commentary New Testament serves as an essential resource for anyone
seeking to understand the New Testament's rich tapestry of culture, history, and theology. By
providing critical insights into the world of the New Testament writers, this commentary enhances
both personal reading and scholarly study. Whether you're a pastor preparing a sermon, a student
working on a paper, or a layperson wanting to deepen your faith, this commentary is designed to
illuminate the Scriptures and foster a more profound appreciation of the biblical text. Engaging with
the commentary can lead to transformative experiences as readers uncover the layers of meaning
embedded in the New Testament and apply them to their lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the IVP Bible Background
Commentary: New Testament?
The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament aims to provide readers with historical,
cultural, and social context for the New Testament texts, helping to enhance understanding and
interpretation.

Who are the authors of the IVP Bible Background
Commentary: New Testament?
The commentary is authored by Craig S. Keener and John H. Walton, both of whom are renowned
biblical scholars.

How does the IVP Bible Background Commentary differ from
traditional commentaries?
Unlike traditional commentaries that often focus on verse-by-verse exegesis, the IVP Bible
Background Commentary emphasizes the historical and cultural backgrounds that inform the text.

Is the IVP Bible Background Commentary suitable for lay
readers?
Yes, the commentary is designed to be accessible to lay readers, providing insights without requiring
advanced theological training.



What topics are covered in the IVP Bible Background
Commentary related to the New Testament?
The commentary covers various topics, including historical events, cultural practices, social
structures, and religious beliefs that influenced the New Testament writings.

Can the IVP Bible Background Commentary be used for
academic studies?
Yes, it is a valuable resource for both academic studies and personal Bible study, providing scholarly
insights alongside practical application.

How does the IVP Bible Background Commentary enhance
sermon preparation?
The commentary provides background information that can help preachers contextualize their
messages, making them more relevant and impactful for their audience.
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