
jamboree in the hills lineup history
Jamboree in the Hills lineup history is a fascinating journey through the evolution of
one of America’s most beloved country music festivals. Since its inception, Jamboree in the
Hills has become a staple for fans of country music, drawing thousands of attendees each
year to the rolling hills of Belmont County, Ohio. This article delves into the rich history of
the festival’s lineup, highlighting key moments, notable performances, and the artists who
have defined its legacy.

Origins of Jamboree in the Hills

Jamboree in the Hills was founded in 1977 by a group of local country music enthusiasts
who wanted to create an event that celebrated their passion for country music. The first
festival took place in a small field, attracting a modest crowd of just a few hundred
attendees. Over the years, the festival grew exponentially, both in size and prestige,
transforming it into one of the most significant country music events in the United States.

Early Years: 1970s to 1980s

The inaugural Jamboree in the Hills lineup featured a mix of local and regional country
acts, setting the stage for what would become an iconic annual event. Some notable
performances from the early years included:

- Willie Nelson: One of the first major stars to perform at Jamboree in the Hills, Nelson’s
appearance helped establish the festival’s reputation as a premier country music venue.
- Loretta Lynn: The legendary country queen brought her powerful voice and captivating
stage presence, drawing in crowds and proving the festival's potential.

By the mid-1980s, the lineup began to reflect a broader range of country music styles,
incorporating both traditional and emerging artists. Notable acts during this period
included:

1. Alabama: Their performance in the late 1980s attracted one of the largest crowds in
festival history.
2. George Jones: Known for his unique voice and emotional performances, Jones became a
staple of the festival, returning multiple times.

The 1990s: Expansion and Popularity

The 1990s marked a turning point for Jamboree in the Hills, as the festival began to
attract a national audience. The lineup became increasingly diverse, featuring both
established stars and rising talents.



Notable Performers of the 1990s

During this decade, several artists made their mark on the Jamboree in the Hills stage:

- Garth Brooks: His electrifying performance in the early 1990s solidified his place as a
country music superstar and left a lasting impression on festival-goers.
- Shania Twain: As one of the most successful female artists in country music, Twain’s
performance attracted a younger audience and helped bridge the gap between traditional
and contemporary country music.

The festival also began to incorporate other genres, reflecting the evolving landscape of
American music. This era saw performances from artists who blended country with rock,
blues, and pop influences.

The 2000s: A New Era

Entering the 2000s, Jamboree in the Hills continued to thrive. The festival expanded its
reach, showcasing a wider array of talent and continuing to draw large crowds.

Key Moments in the 2000s Lineup

Several significant performances during this decade helped to elevate the festival's status:

- Tim McGraw and Faith Hill: This power couple brought a star-studded performance in
the early 2000s, captivating the audience with their chemistry and musical prowess.
- Kenny Chesney: Chesney’s energetic performances became a highlight of the festival,
attracting fans from all over the country.

The 2000s also saw the emergence of new country stars who would go on to dominate the
charts, including:

1. Carrie Underwood: Her rise to fame post-American Idol brought a fresh perspective to
the festival.
2. Jason Aldean: Aldean’s unique blend of country and rock captured the attention of a
new generation of fans.

2010s: Evolution and Challenges

As the festival entered the 2010s, it faced both challenges and opportunities. Changes in
the music industry, coupled with shifts in audience preferences, prompted a reevaluation
of the lineup and overall festival experience.



Adapting to Change

The Jamboree in the Hills lineup during this decade began to reflect the growing
popularity of country music crossover artists. Some notable performances included:

- Luke Bryan: His appearances during this time drew massive crowds, further cementing
his status as a leading figure in modern country music.
- Miranda Lambert: Lambert’s powerful performances resonated with fans, showcasing
the strength of female artists in the genre.

However, the festival faced challenges, including competition from other music festivals
and changes in the economy that affected attendance. Despite these hurdles, Jamboree in
the Hills continued to adapt, introducing new elements such as:

- Expanded Food and Beverage Options: Enhancing the overall festival experience.
- Emerging Artists Stage: Providing a platform for up-and-coming musicians.

2020s: Resilience and Revival

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic brought significant challenges to live events,
including Jamboree in the Hills. However, the festival demonstrated resilience, adapting to
the circumstances and working towards a revival.

The Return of Live Music

As live music returned, Jamboree in the Hills made a triumphant comeback. The lineup
featured a mix of beloved veterans and exciting newcomers, showcasing the festival's
commitment to both tradition and innovation. Key performances in this era included:

- Chris Stapleton: His soulful voice and songwriting prowess drew acclaim from fans and
critics alike.
- Kacey Musgraves: Musgraves’ unique style and perspective resonated with audiences,
highlighting the festival's commitment to diversity in country music.

The festival also began to emphasize sustainability and community engagement, reflecting
a growing trend in the festival landscape.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Jamboree in the Hills

The lineup history of Jamboree in the Hills is a testament to the festival’s enduring legacy
in the country music scene. From its humble beginnings to its status as a premier
destination for music lovers, Jamboree in the Hills has evolved while remaining true to its
roots.



As the festival moves forward, it promises to continue showcasing both iconic artists and
emerging talent, ensuring that country music remains vibrant and accessible to fans of all
ages. The stories of the artists who have graced the stage at Jamboree in the Hills will
continue to inspire future generations, making it a cherished part of America’s musical
heritage.

With its commitment to bringing together fans and artists in a celebration of music,
Jamboree in the Hills stands as a symbol of community, resilience, and the power of
country music to bring people together.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Jamboree in the Hills?
Jamboree in the Hills is an annual country music festival held in Belmont County, Ohio,
known for its impressive lineup of country artists and vibrant atmosphere.

When did Jamboree in the Hills first take place?
Jamboree in the Hills first took place in 1977, making it one of the longest-running country
music festivals in the United States.

Who were some of the notable performers in the early
years of Jamboree in the Hills?
Early performers included country legends such as Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, and Dolly
Parton, who contributed to the festival's growing popularity.

How has the lineup of Jamboree in the Hills evolved over
the years?
The lineup has evolved to include a mix of classic country artists and contemporary stars,
showcasing both established names and emerging talent in the country music scene.

What are some of the standout acts from the past
decade?
Standout acts from the past decade include Luke Bryan, Miranda Lambert, and Blake
Shelton, who have all drawn large crowds and critical acclaim.

Has Jamboree in the Hills ever featured any surprise
guests?
Yes, there have been surprise guest appearances, including major artists who join the
lineup unexpectedly, adding excitement and unpredictability to the festival.



What impact has Jamboree in the Hills had on the local
community?
The festival has significantly boosted the local economy through tourism, hospitality, and
related services, drawing thousands of attendees each year.

How is the lineup announced for Jamboree in the Hills?
The lineup is typically announced several months prior to the festival, through official
press releases, social media channels, and the festival's website.

Are there any notable collaborations or performances
from past Jamboree in the Hills events?
Yes, there have been memorable collaborations, such as artists joining together for special
performances, creating unique moments that resonate with attendees.
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