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Japanese: The Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden is a foundational
resource for anyone interested in mastering the intricacies of the Japanese
language. This comprehensive textbook is particularly renowned for its
practical approach to teaching Japanese through real-life communication and
context-based exercises. In this article, we will explore the key features of
Jorden's work, delve into its pedagogical methods, and discuss its relevance
in today's language-learning landscape.

Overview of Eleanor Harz Jorden's Work

Eleanor Harz Jorden, an esteemed linguist and educator, dedicated her career
to making the Japanese language accessible to speakers of English. Through
her extensive research and teaching experience, she developed a course that
emphasizes the spoken form of Japanese, making it a practical choice for
learners focused on conversational skills.

Key Features of the Book

"Japanese: The Spoken Language" is characterized by several distinctive
features that contribute to its effectiveness as a learning tool:

Conversational Focus: The book is designed around spoken Japanese,
allowing learners to engage with the language in a manner that reflects
everyday communication.

Structured Lessons: Each lesson builds on previous material, ensuring a
smooth progression from basic to more complex language structures.

Real-life Context: Jorden incorporates dialogues and scenarios that
learners are likely to encounter in real-life situations, enhancing
practical understanding.

Audio Resources: Complementing the text, audio recordings are available
to help students with pronunciation and listening skills.

Grammar Explanations: Clear and concise grammar explanations guide
learners through the complexities of the Japanese language.



Pedagogical Approach

Jorden's pedagogical approach is a significant factor in the book's success.
She emphasizes immersion and active participation in the learning process.
Key elements of her methodology include:

1. Contextual Learning

Learning in context is crucial for language acquisition. Jorden's lessons are
crafted around situations that learners are likely to encounter, such as:

Ordering food at a restaurant

Asking for directions

Making small talk

Shopping and bargaining

This approach not only makes learning relevant but also reinforces vocabulary
and grammar in memorable ways.

2. Emphasis on Listening and Speaking

The book prioritizes listening and speaking skills over reading and writing.
This focus is essential for students who aim to use Japanese in practical
settings. By encouraging learners to engage in conversations and listen to
native speakers, Jorden helps them develop fluency and confidence.

3. Gradual Introduction of Grammar

Eleanor Harz Jorden takes a gradual approach to grammar. Instead of
overwhelming students with complex rules from the start, she introduces
grammatical concepts in manageable chunks. This method allows learners to
practice new structures in context before moving on to more advanced topics.

Supplementary Materials and Resources

To enhance the learning experience, "Japanese: The Spoken Language" is often



accompanied by supplementary materials:

Workbooks: These provide exercises for practice and reinforcement of the
material covered in the main text.

Audio CDs or Online Resources: Audio materials help learners with
pronunciation and listening comprehension.

Teacher's Guides: These guides are valuable for educators using the text
in a classroom setting, offering additional insights and teaching
strategies.

Relevance in Modern Language Learning

In our increasingly globalized world, the ability to communicate in another
language is more crucial than ever. Japanese, being the language of the
third-largest economy in the world, holds significant importance for
business, travel, and cultural exchange.

1. Cultural Connectivity

Understanding Japanese language opens doors to a rich cultural heritage,
including literature, cinema, and traditional arts. Jorden's focus on
conversational skills allows learners to engage meaningfully with Japanese
culture, enhancing their overall experience.

2. Career Opportunities

Proficiency in Japanese can lead to various career opportunities in fields
such as:

International business and trade

Translation and interpretation

Tourism and hospitality

Education

Employers often seek candidates who can communicate effectively with Japanese



clients or partners, making language skills a valuable asset.

3. Language Learning Technology

As technology continues to evolve, language learning has become more
accessible through various platforms and applications. While "Japanese: The
Spoken Language" is a traditional textbook, it can be complemented by modern
learning tools:

Language exchange apps for practicing speaking with native speakers

Online courses that incorporate multimedia resources

Social media communities focused on Japanese language learning

Conclusion

Japanese: The Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden remains a pivotal
resource for learners of Japanese, emphasizing practical skills that are
essential for effective communication. With its structured lessons,
contextual learning, and focus on spoken language, it stands out as a
comprehensive tool for both self-study and classroom learning. As interest in
the Japanese language continues to grow, Jorden's work serves as a valuable
guide for anyone eager to embark on their Japanese language journey. By
embracing the methods outlined in this book, learners can gain not only
language skills but also a deeper appreciation for the culture and people
behind the language. Whether for personal enrichment, travel, or career
advancement, mastering Japanese opens up a world of opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Eleanor Harz Jorden and what is her
contribution to the study of the Japanese language?
Eleanor Harz Jorden was a prominent linguist and educator known for her work
in developing effective methods for teaching Japanese as a foreign language,
particularly through her influential book 'Japanese: The Spoken Language'.

What is the primary focus of 'Japanese: The Spoken



Language'?
The primary focus of 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' is to teach
conversational Japanese through a structured approach that emphasizes spoken
communication and practical usage.

How does 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' differ from
other Japanese language textbooks?
Unlike many traditional textbooks that focus on reading and writing,
'Japanese: The Spoken Language' emphasizes listening and speaking skills,
making it more suitable for learners aiming to converse fluently.

What teaching method does Eleanor Harz Jorden
advocate in her book?
Eleanor Harz Jorden advocates for a communicative approach to language
teaching, which prioritizes real-life conversation and the development of
listening comprehension over rote memorization of vocabulary and grammar.

Is 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' suitable for
absolute beginners?
Yes, 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' is designed to be accessible for
absolute beginners, providing a gradual and systematic introduction to the
language.

What are some key features of the book that aid in
language learning?
Key features include dialogues that reflect everyday situations, cultural
notes to enhance understanding, and exercises that reinforce speaking and
listening skills.

How has 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' influenced
Japanese language education?
The book has significantly influenced Japanese language education by
promoting a focus on spoken language proficiency and inspiring educators to
adopt communicative teaching methods.

What resources accompany 'Japanese: The Spoken
Language' for learners?
The book is often accompanied by audio materials, such as recordings of
dialogues and pronunciation guides, to support learners in developing their
listening and speaking skills.
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