
jazz at the bechtler 56
Jazz at the Bechtler 56 is a vibrant celebration of jazz music held at the Bechtler
Museum of Modern Art in Charlotte, North Carolina. This unique event has become a
staple in the local cultural scene, drawing music enthusiasts and art lovers alike. The
Bechtler Museum, renowned for its impressive collection of mid-20th-century modern art,
provides a stunning backdrop for these musical evenings, where the rhythms and melodies
of jazz blend seamlessly with the visual arts. In this article, we will explore what makes
Jazz at the Bechtler 56 so special, its history, the artists who perform, and tips for making
the most of your experience.

The History of Jazz at the Bechtler 56

The inception of Jazz at the Bechtler 56 dates back to the early 2000s when the Bechtler
Museum opened its doors. The founders aimed to create a space that not only showcased
art but also fostered cultural experiences. Jazz music, with its rich history and
improvisational nature, was a perfect match for the museum’s innovative spirit.

Origins and Development

The event began as a small gathering of local musicians and has since evolved into a well-
respected concert series. Over the years, Jazz at the Bechtler 56 has featured both local
talent and renowned jazz artists, making it a diverse platform for musical expression. The
series is typically held monthly, offering a unique mix of genres within the jazz spectrum,
including:

Traditional Jazz

Modern Jazz

Fusion Jazz

Latin Jazz

Key Milestones

- 2009: The first official Jazz at the Bechtler event takes place, featuring local jazz
musicians.
- 2015: The series gains national recognition, attracting artists from across the country.
- 2019: The 10th anniversary is celebrated with a special concert featuring notable jazz
legends.



The Experience of Jazz at the Bechtler 56

Attending Jazz at the Bechtler 56 offers more than just a concert; it’s an immersive
experience that intertwines art and music. The museum's architecture and exhibitions
create an atmosphere that enhances the auditory experience of jazz.

Venue Atmosphere

The Bechtler Museum itself is a work of art, designed by renowned architect Mario Botta.
Its open spaces and modern design provide an acoustic environment that is ideal for live
music. The museum’s galleries serve as a backdrop, allowing attendees to appreciate both
visual and auditory art forms.

Musical Lineup

The Jazz at the Bechtler series features a rotating lineup of talented musicians. Some of
the notable artists include:

- Nina Simone: A jazz icon whose music has influenced generations.
- Dizzy Gillespie: A legendary trumpeter known for his contributions to bebop.
- Charlotte-based musicians: Showcasing local talent is a priority, with many artists from
the Carolinas participating.

Each performance is carefully curated to ensure a diverse and engaging experience for the
audience.

What to Expect When You Attend

If you’re planning to attend Jazz at the Bechtler 56, here’s what you can expect:

Concert Format

The concerts typically last between 60 to 90 minutes, allowing for an intimate setting
where musicians can connect with the audience. The format varies; some performances
feature solo artists, while others may include full bands or ensembles.

Food and Beverage Options

To enhance your experience, the museum often partners with local restaurants and
caterers to provide food and drink options. You can enjoy light bites and beverages before



or during the concert. Consider trying:

- Local wines: A selection of North Carolina wines is usually available.
- Craft beers: Featuring local breweries.
- Gourmet snacks: Perfect for pairing with the music.

Combining Art and Music

Before or after the concert, take time to explore the museum's art collections. The
Bechtler Museum houses works by artists such as:

- Pablo Picasso
- Joan Miró
- Le Corbusier

This combination of music and art provides a rich cultural experience that resonates with
attendees.

Tips for Attending Jazz at the Bechtler 56

To make the most of your experience at Jazz at the Bechtler 56, consider the following
tips:

Arrive Early: This allows you to find parking, grab refreshments, and explore the1.
exhibits before the music starts.

Check the Schedule: Look for the upcoming artist lineup to choose performances2.
that interest you the most.

Dress Comfortably: While the atmosphere is chic, comfort is key for enjoying a long3.
evening of music.

Engage with Artists: Many musicians are available for meet-and-greets after the4.
performance. Don’t miss the chance to connect!

Conclusion

Jazz at the Bechtler 56 is more than just a concert series; it’s a celebration of the arts that
invites attendees to immerse themselves in the world of jazz. With its historical roots,
stunning venue, and diverse lineup of talented musicians, the event continues to thrive as
a cultural gem in Charlotte. Whether you’re a jazz aficionado or a newcomer to the genre,
attending Jazz at the Bechtler 56 promises an unforgettable experience that harmonizes



the beauty of music and art. Don’t miss your chance to be part of this exceptional
celebration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Jazz at the Bechtler 56'?
Jazz at the Bechtler 56 is a popular music series held at the Bechtler Museum of Modern
Art in Charlotte, North Carolina, featuring live jazz performances by local and national
artists.

When does the Jazz at the Bechtler 56 series typically
take place?
The Jazz at the Bechtler 56 series usually takes place on the first Friday of every month,
providing an evening of music combined with art appreciation.

Who are some of the featured artists in the Jazz at the
Bechtler 56 series?
The series showcases a variety of talented musicians, including renowned jazz ensembles,
local favorites, and emerging artists from the jazz scene.

Is there an admission fee to attend Jazz at the Bechtler
56?
Yes, there is typically an admission fee, which includes access to the museum and the live
performance; however, discounts may be available for students and seniors.

How can I purchase tickets for Jazz at the Bechtler 56?
Tickets for Jazz at the Bechtler 56 can be purchased online through the Bechtler
Museum's official website or at the museum's box office.

Are there any special events or themes for Jazz at the
Bechtler 56?
Yes, some events may feature special themes or tributes to influential jazz musicians,
bringing unique programming to the series.

What is the atmosphere like during Jazz at the Bechtler
56 performances?
The atmosphere is vibrant and intimate, with a mix of art enthusiasts and jazz lovers
enjoying the music in a beautiful setting surrounded by modern art.



Can attendees enjoy food and drinks during the Jazz at
the Bechtler 56 events?
Yes, attendees can often enjoy refreshments and light snacks available for purchase
during the events, enhancing the overall experience.
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