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JD Robb's "Calculated in Death" is a riveting entry in the popular In Death series, blending elements of

mystery, suspense, and romance. The book, published in 2013, is the 37th installment featuring the

iconic character Roarke and his formidable partner, Lieutenant Eve Dallas. Set in a futuristic New York

City, the novel explores themes of justice, morality, and the complexities of human relationships, all

while delivering a gripping plot that keeps readers on the edge of their seats.

Overview of "Calculated in Death"

"Calculated in Death" follows Lieutenant Eve Dallas as she investigates the murder of a young woman,

a case that appears straightforward at first glance but soon reveals layers of intrigue and deception.

The victim, a promising young woman with a bright future, was found dead in a seemingly random act

of violence. However, as Dallas delves deeper into the case, she uncovers disturbing evidence that

suggests a more calculated and premeditated crime.

Plot Summary

The novel opens with Eve arriving at the crime scene, where she quickly assesses the situation. The

victim, a college student named Angela, was found in her apartment, and the initial signs point to a

struggle. As Eve begins to gather evidence, she realizes that the circumstances surrounding Angela's

death are far more complex than they initially appeared.

Key elements of the plot include:

1. The Investigation: Eve's relentless pursuit of the truth leads her to various suspects, each with their

own motives and secrets. She collaborates with a dedicated team of detectives and forensic experts,



showcasing the intricate process of police work.

2. The Role of Technology: Set in the year 2060, "Calculated in Death" utilizes advanced technology to

aid in the investigation. From forensic analysis to digital tracking, the book highlights how technology

can both help and hinder law enforcement.

3. Personal Struggles: As Eve grapples with the emotional toll of the case, readers gain insight into her

personal life, especially her relationship with Roarke. The balance between her professional duties and

personal challenges adds depth to her character.

4. Themes of Betrayal and Trust: Through various characters, the novel explores themes of betrayal

and trust, both in personal relationships and professional settings. As Eve uncovers secrets, she must

navigate the complexities of human interactions and the impact of hidden agendas.

Character Development

One of the strengths of "Calculated in Death" is its well-developed characters. JD Robb crafts intricate

personalities that evolve throughout the story, providing readers with a deeper understanding of their

motivations and struggles.

Eve Dallas

Eve Dallas is the protagonist and a compelling character in her own right. She is a tough, no-nonsense

cop with a traumatic past that continually influences her present. Throughout the novel, readers

witness her growth as she confronts her demons while striving to bring justice to the victim.

Key traits of Eve include:

- Determination: Eve's unwavering commitment to solving the case drives the narrative forward. Her



resolve to uncover the truth, no matter the cost, is a hallmark of her character.

- Empathy: Despite her tough exterior, Eve shows a deep sense of empathy toward the victims and

their families. This emotional intelligence allows her to connect with others and understand their pain.

Roarke

Roarke, Eve's husband, is another central character whose presence adds richness to the story. A

wealthy and enigmatic businessman, he serves as both a partner and a confidant to Eve. Roarke's

character is multifaceted, combining charm, intelligence, and a dark past.

Key traits of Roarke include:

- Supportiveness: Roarke stands by Eve through her challenges, offering emotional support and

practical assistance. His willingness to help her navigate the complexities of her job illustrates the

strength of their bond.

- Moral Complexity: Roarke's past is filled with questionable choices, which adds layers to his

character. He often grapples with the moral implications of his actions, an element that resonates

throughout the novel.

Thematic Elements

"Calculated in Death" is rich in thematic content, addressing various issues that resonate with readers

on multiple levels.



Justice and Morality

The quest for justice is a central theme in the novel. Eve's commitment to solving the case reflects her

belief in the importance of accountability for one's actions. However, the book also explores the gray

areas of morality, questioning what constitutes justice in a society fraught with corruption and

deception.

Technology and Its Impact

Set in a not-so-distant future, the novel incorporates advanced technology that shapes the

investigation. From crime scene analysis to surveillance tools, the story examines how technology can

aid law enforcement while also posing ethical dilemmas. The rapid pace of technological advancement

raises questions about privacy, security, and the consequences of reliance on machines.

Relationships and Trust

The interplay of relationships is a vital aspect of "Calculated in Death." Through the dynamics between

characters, the novel delves into themes of trust, betrayal, and the complexity of human emotions.

Eve’s relationship with Roarke is a focal point, illustrating how love can be both a source of strength

and vulnerability.

Critical Reception

"Calculated in Death" received positive reviews from both fans and critics, who praised JD Robb's

ability to weave a compelling narrative with well-drawn characters. Readers appreciate the intricate

plotting, character development, and the seamless blend of romance and suspense.



Key points of reception include:

- Engaging Narrative: Reviewers often highlight the fast-paced and engaging storyline that keeps

readers invested from start to finish.

- Character Depth: The development of Eve and Roarke is frequently commended, as their evolving

relationship adds emotional depth to the narrative.

- Thought-Provoking Themes: Many readers find the exploration of justice, morality, and technology to

be timely and relevant, prompting reflection on contemporary societal issues.

Conclusion

JD Robb's "Calculated in Death" stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of the In Death series.

With its captivating plot, rich character development, and thought-provoking themes, the novel offers

readers a thrilling experience that transcends the typical boundaries of the mystery genre. As

Lieutenant Eve Dallas navigates the complexities of crime, morality, and personal relationships,

readers are invited to join her on a journey filled with suspense, emotion, and an unwavering pursuit of

justice. Whether you are a long-time fan or new to the series, "Calculated in Death" promises to deliver

an unforgettable reading experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Calculated in Death' by J.D. Robb?

The central theme of 'Calculated in Death' revolves around the complexities of crime and morality, as

well as the psychological factors that drive individuals to commit heinous acts. It also explores the

personal growth of the protagonist, Eve Dallas, as she navigates her professional and personal

challenges.



Who are the main characters in 'Calculated in Death'?

'Calculated in Death' features several key characters, including Eve Dallas, the determined NYPSD

homicide detective, her husband Roarke, a wealthy businessman with a mysterious past, and

Peabody, Eve's capable assistant. The dynamics between these characters add depth to the narrative.

How does 'Calculated in Death' fit into the larger In Death series?

'Calculated in Death' is the 36th book in the In Death series. It continues to build on the established

world of futuristic crime-solving, allowing fans to see the evolution of characters and the development

of ongoing story arcs while introducing new elements and challenges.

What are some notable elements of J.D. Robb's writing style in

'Calculated in Death'?

J.D. Robb's writing style in 'Calculated in Death' features a blend of suspense, detailed character

development, and a fast-paced narrative. The author skillfully incorporates elements of science fiction

with crime investigation, creating an immersive reading experience.

What makes 'Calculated in Death' a compelling read for fans of the

crime genre?

'Calculated in Death' is compelling due to its intricate plot, well-developed characters, and the unique

fusion of a futuristic setting with classic detective work. Readers are drawn into the psychological

aspects of the crimes while also being invested in the personal lives of the characters.
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