
jehovahs witnesses what you need to know
quick reference guides
Jehovah's Witnesses: What You Need to Know Quick Reference Guides

Jehovah's Witnesses are a distinct religious group with unique beliefs, practices, and organizational
structures. Understanding their core tenets and practices can be challenging for those unfamiliar
with their faith. This article serves as a comprehensive quick reference guide, providing essential
information about Jehovah's Witnesses, their beliefs, practices, and how they engage with the world
around them.

What Are Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Jehovah's Witnesses is a Christian denomination known for its non-traditional beliefs and practices.
Founded in the late 19th century in the United States, the movement has grown to encompass
millions of members worldwide. The name "Jehovah's Witnesses" reflects their belief in using God's
name, Jehovah, and their commitment to bearing witness to their faith.

Core Beliefs

The beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses are based on their interpretation of the Bible. Here are some of
their core doctrines:

1. The Bible as the Inspired Word of God

Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God and serves as the ultimate
authority for their faith and practice. They adhere to the New World Translation of the Holy
Scriptures, which they believe accurately reflects the original texts.

2. God's Name and Sovereignty

Central to their faith is the belief in Jehovah as the one true God. They emphasize the importance of
using God's name and believe that His sovereignty is paramount.

3. Jesus Christ

Jehovah's Witnesses view Jesus as God's son but do not believe in the Trinity. They believe Jesus is a
distinct being from God, who played a crucial role in salvation through his death and resurrection.



4. The Kingdom of God

Jehovah's Witnesses have a unique understanding of the Kingdom of God. They believe it was
established in heaven in 1914 and that Jesus has been ruling as King since that time. They
emphasize the imminent establishment of God's Kingdom on Earth.

5. Salvation

Salvation, according to Jehovah's Witnesses, comes through faith in Jesus Christ, good works, and
adherence to their beliefs. They believe that only Jehovah's Witnesses will be saved during the
impending Armageddon, while others will face destruction.

Practices and Worship

Jehovah's Witnesses engage in several distinctive practices that set them apart from other Christian
denominations:

1. Meetings and Assemblies

Jehovah's Witnesses meet regularly for worship, study, and fellowship. Their meetings include:

- The Public Meeting: A weekly gathering that focuses on Bible teachings.
- The Watchtower Study: A discussion-based meeting centered around articles from their magazine,
The Watchtower.
- Special Assemblies and Conventions: Larger gatherings held annually or biannually.

2. Door-to-Door Evangelism

One of the most recognizable practices of Jehovah's Witnesses is their door-to-door evangelism. They
believe it is their duty to share their faith and distribute literature to educate others about their
beliefs.

3. Refusal of Military Service and Nationalism

Jehovah’s Witnesses maintain a neutral stance regarding political matters and refuse military
service, viewing it as incompatible with their faith. They emphasize loyalty to God over any earthly
government.



4. Observance of Holidays and Birthdays

Jehovah's Witnesses do not celebrate traditional holidays or birthdays. They believe these
celebrations have pagan origins and divert attention from their worship of Jehovah.

Community and Organization

Jehovah's Witnesses operate under a hierarchical organizational structure that includes:

1. The Governing Body

The Governing Body is a group of elders that provides spiritual direction and oversight to the global
congregation. They are responsible for interpreting scripture and producing literature for the group.

2. Local Congregations

Each local congregation is led by a body of elders who oversee meetings, spiritual guidance, and
community activities. Congregations are organized geographically, allowing for localized support
and fellowship.

3. Kingdom Halls

Jehovah's Witnesses gather in places of worship called Kingdom Halls. These structures are typically
simple in design and are used for meetings, assemblies, and other community activities.

Controversies and Criticism

While Jehovah's Witnesses have a strong sense of community and purpose, they have faced criticism
and controversy over the years, including:

1. Shunning Practices

Jehovah's Witnesses practice shunning, or disfellowshipping, individuals who violate their teachings.
This often results in estrangement from family and friends, leading to significant emotional distress.



2. Blood Transfusions

Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions based on their interpretation of biblical passages. This
stance has garnered criticism, particularly in cases where refusal of medical treatment has resulted
in harm or death.

3. Handling of Abuse Allegations

The organization has faced scrutiny for its handling of allegations of sexual abuse within the
congregation. Critics have argued that the internal judicial system may not adequately protect
victims.

Conclusion

In summary, Jehovah's Witnesses represent a unique and complex religious group with distinct
beliefs and practices. Their commitment to evangelism, community structure, and interpretation of
scripture provides insight into their worldview. Understanding Jehovah's Witnesses can foster
greater awareness and respect for their faith, even among those who may not share their beliefs.
Whether you are seeking information for personal knowledge, academic purposes, or simply out of
curiosity, this quick reference guide offers a foundational overview of what you need to know about
Jehovah's Witnesses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Jehovah's Witnesses known for?
Jehovah's Witnesses are known for their distinct beliefs, particularly their emphasis on door-to-door
evangelism, refusal to participate in military service, and non-participation in nationalistic activities.

What do Jehovah's Witnesses believe about the Bible?
Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God and use their own translation,
the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, which they believe reflects accurate biblical
teachings.

How do Jehovah's Witnesses view Jesus Christ?
Jehovah's Witnesses believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the archangel Michael, and that he is
separate from God the Father, Jehovah, rejecting the Trinity doctrine.

What is the significance of the name 'Jehovah'?
The name 'Jehovah' is significant to Jehovah's Witnesses as it represents God's personal name, which



they believe distinguishes Him from other deities and emphasizes His role as the Creator.

What is a common misconception about Jehovah's Witnesses?
A common misconception is that Jehovah's Witnesses do not believe in Jesus Christ; however, they
do believe in Jesus but view him differently than mainstream Christianity.

What are the major practices of Jehovah's Witnesses?
Major practices include regular attendance at meetings, participation in the ministry, observing the
Memorial of Christ's death, and adherence to a moral code that includes abstaining from certain
behaviors.

How do Jehovah's Witnesses handle medical treatments like
blood transfusions?
Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions based on their interpretation of biblical passages,
believing that ingesting blood, in any form, is against God's commandments.

What is the role of the Watch Tower Society?
The Watch Tower Society is the legal entity used by Jehovah's Witnesses to publish literature,
organize meetings, and oversee their worldwide activities.

How can one learn more about Jehovah's Witnesses?
To learn more about Jehovah's Witnesses, individuals can attend a local Kingdom Hall, visit their
official website, or read their published literature that explains their beliefs and practices.
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