
jeld wen window installation
instructions
Jeld-Wen Window Installation Instructions are crucial for achieving a seamless and
efficient installation of your new Jeld-Wen windows. These high-quality windows are
designed to enhance the aesthetics and energy efficiency of your home, but proper
installation is key to ensuring they perform as intended. In this comprehensive article, we
will guide you through the essential steps, tools, and tips for installing Jeld-Wen windows,
ensuring a durable and weather-tight fit.

Preparation for Installation

Before diving into the installation process, it is vital to prepare adequately. This preparation
includes gathering the necessary tools, materials, and understanding the specifics of your
window type.

Tools and Materials Needed

To install Jeld-Wen windows, you will need the following tools and materials:

- Tools:
- Tape measure
- Level
- Screwdriver (Phillips and flathead)
- Hammer
- Pry bar
- Caulking gun
- Utility knife
- Safety glasses
- Gloves
- Drill and drill bits
- Square

- Materials:
- Jeld-Wen windows
- Shims
- Insulation (foam or fiberglass)
- Exterior caulk
- Interior trim (if necessary)
- Flashing tape (for weatherproofing)



Understanding Your Window Type

Jeld-Wen offers a variety of window types, including casement, double-hung, sliding, and
specialty windows. Familiarize yourself with the specific installation requirements for your
window type, as these may vary. Always refer to the manufacturer's instructions that come
with your window for any specific details.

Removing Old Windows

If you are replacing existing windows, the first step is to remove the old windows carefully.
Here’s how to do it:

1. Prepare the Area: Clear the surrounding area of furniture and cover the floor with drop
cloths to catch debris.
2. Remove Interior Trim: Use a utility knife to cut the caulk around the trim. Carefully pry
the trim away from the wall using a pry bar, taking care not to damage the drywall.
3. Remove Sashes: Open the window and remove the sashes (the moving parts of the
window). This may involve unscrewing them from the frame.
4. Take Out the Frame: Once the sashes are removed, cut any remaining caulk or screws
holding the frame in place. Carefully remove the old window frame from the opening.

Preparing the Rough Opening

Once the old window is removed, it’s essential to prepare the rough opening for the new
Jeld-Wen window.

Inspect the Opening

- Check for Damage: Look for any signs of damage or rot in the framing. Repair or replace
any damaged wood as necessary.
- Measure the Opening: Ensure that the rough opening is the correct size for your new
window. The rough opening should be about 1/2 inch taller and wider than the window itself
to allow for shimming.

Level and Square the Opening

- Use a Level: Check that the sides and bottom of the rough opening are level. If they are
not, use shims to adjust as needed.
- Square the Corners: Measure diagonally from corner to corner. If the measurements are
not equal, adjust the framing until the opening is square.



Installing the Jeld-Wen Window

With the rough opening prepared, you can now proceed to install the new Jeld-Wen window.

Step-by-Step Installation Instructions

1. Dry Fit the Window: Place the window into the rough opening to ensure it fits properly.
Check for any obstructions or issues that might affect the installation.

2. Apply Flashing Tape: Apply flashing tape to the bottom of the rough opening to prevent
water intrusion. Extend the tape a few inches up the sides of the opening.

3. Insert the Window: Carefully lift the window into the opening. Position it so that it is
centered and level.

4. Shim the Sides: Insert shims between the window frame and the rough opening. Place
shims at the top and bottom of each side, ensuring the window is plumb and square. Adjust
until the window is level and secure.

5. Fasten the Window: Using the appropriate screws (usually included with your Jeld-Wen
window), secure the window to the frame. Start with the top screws, then move to the sides
and bottom, making sure the window remains level.

6. Check for Operation: Open and close the window to ensure it operates smoothly. Make
any necessary adjustments before proceeding.

7. Insulate the Gaps: Fill any gaps around the window with insulation material. This can be
foam or fiberglass insulation, depending on your preference.

8. Seal the Exterior: Apply exterior caulk around the window where it meets the siding to
seal any gaps and prevent water infiltration.

Finishing Touches

After the window is installed, it’s time to focus on the finishing touches.

Interior Trim Installation

1. Measure and Cut Trim: Measure the sides and top of the window for trim. Cut your trim
pieces to size.

2. Attach Trim: Using a finish nail gun or hammer and finish nails, attach the trim around
the window. Make sure it is flush against the wall and the window.



3. Caulk the Trim: Apply caulk around the edges of the trim to fill in any gaps. Smooth the
caulk with a finger or a caulking tool for a clean finish.

Final Inspection

- Check Operation Again: Open and close the window one final time to ensure everything is
functioning correctly.
- Inspect for Gaps: Look for any gaps or areas that may need additional caulking or
insulation.

Maintenance Tips for Jeld-Wen Windows

To ensure the longevity and performance of your Jeld-Wen windows, follow these
maintenance tips:

- Regular Cleaning: Clean the windows regularly with a mild detergent and water to remove
dirt and debris.
- Inspect Seals: Periodically check the weather seals and caulk for any signs of wear or
damage and replace as necessary.
- Lubricate Moving Parts: If you have operable windows, lubricate the hinges and tracks to
ensure smooth operation.
- Monitor for Condensation: Keep an eye out for excessive condensation on the glass, which
can indicate issues with insulation or seals.

Conclusion

The installation of Jeld-Wen windows can significantly enhance your home’s comfort, energy
efficiency, and aesthetic appeal. By following these comprehensive installation instructions,
you can ensure a proper fit and finish. Remember, proper preparation, careful installation,
and ongoing maintenance are the keys to enjoying your beautiful new windows for years to
come. Whether you choose to tackle this project yourself or hire a professional,
understanding the process will help you make informed decisions and achieve the best
results.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are needed for Jeld-Wen window
installation?
You'll need a level, tape measure, hammer, screwdriver, utility knife, caulk gun, and safety
glasses among other basic tools.



Are Jeld-Wen windows pre-assembled for easy
installation?
Yes, Jeld-Wen windows come mostly pre-assembled, which simplifies the installation
process, but you still need to follow specific instructions for proper fitting.

How do I prepare the opening before installing a Jeld-
Wen window?
Ensure the opening is clean, dry, and free from any debris. Check that the frame is square,
and make any necessary adjustments before installation.

What is the recommended method for sealing Jeld-Wen
windows?
Use a high-quality silicone or polyurethane sealant around the exterior perimeter of the
window frame to ensure a proper seal against the elements.

Can Jeld-Wen windows be installed in rainy weather?
It's best to avoid installing windows in rainy weather to ensure proper sealing and to
prevent water from entering the wall cavity during installation.

Do Jeld-Wen windows come with a warranty?
Yes, Jeld-Wen windows typically come with a limited warranty that covers defects in
materials and workmanship; be sure to check the specific warranty details for your window
model.

What type of insulation is recommended for Jeld-Wen
window installation?
Use fiberglass or foam insulation around the window frame to improve energy efficiency
and to minimize air leaks.

Is professional installation recommended for Jeld-Wen
windows?
While many homeowners can install Jeld-Wen windows themselves, professional installation
is recommended for best results and to ensure compliance with local building codes.

Where can I find detailed installation instructions for
Jeld-Wen windows?
Detailed installation instructions can be found on the Jeld-Wen website or included in the
packaging of the windows. You can also access video tutorials on their YouTube channel.
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