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Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints genealogy is a cornerstone of religious
practice and belief for members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. This deep connection to ancestral lines is not merely an academic
pursuit but a spiritual imperative, rooted in the understanding of eternal
families and divine covenants. Members believe that understanding and
participating in genealogical research allows them to perform sacred
ordinances on behalf of their deceased ancestors, facilitating their progress
in the afterlife. This article will delve into the theological underpinnings,
practical methodologies, and the profound spiritual significance of genealogy
for Latter-day Saints. We will explore the unique perspective on vicarious
work for the dead, the role of temple ordinances, and the technological
advancements that support this vital endeavor.
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Theological Foundations of Latter-day Saint
Genealogy

The belief in eternal families is central to Latter-day Saint doctrine and
profoundly influences their approach to genealogy. This doctrine posits that
family relationships can continue beyond mortal life, provided certain
covenants are made and ordinances performed. Central to this is the concept
of the "fulness of the priesthood," which grants the authority to perform
sacred ordinances, including those necessary for eternal exaltation. Without
the opportunity to receive these ordinances in mortality, individuals who
have died would be deprived of the blessings available through the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Therefore, Latter-day Saints feel a divine mandate to extend
these blessings to their ancestors.

The biblical prophecy found in Malachi 4:5-6 speaks of Elijah turning the
hearts of the fathers to the children and the children to the fathers, lest
the earth be smitten with a curse. Latter-day Saints interpret this prophecy
as a direct reference to the work of genealogy and temple ordinances. They
believe that Elijah appeared to Joseph Smith, the first prophet of the
Church, in the Kirtland Temple in 1836, restoring the keys of this



preparatory work. This restoration signifies a divine enablement to unite
families across generations, fulfilling the ancient prophecy and preparing
the world for the second coming of Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, the concept of salvation for the dead is a unique aspect of
Latter-day Saint theology. It is understood that while individuals are
accountable for their own choices in life, those who did not have a full
opportunity to hear and accept the gospel of Jesus Christ during their mortal
existence can still receive its blessings through the vicarious efforts of
the living. Genealogy provides the essential link to identify these
individuals and offer them the opportunity to accept the gospel in the spirit
world. This compassionate outreach underscores the universal scope of God's
love and the meticulously designed plan of salvation.

Vicarious Temple Ordinances and Their
Significance

The ultimate purpose of Latter-day Saint genealogy is to facilitate vicarious
temple ordinances. These are sacred ceremonies performed in temples by living
members on behalf of deceased individuals who did not have the opportunity to
perform them during their mortal lives. The most significant of these is the
endowment, a spiritual rebirth and commitment to live a righteous life, and
eternal marriage or sealing. By performing these ordinances, Latter-day
Saints act as proxies, extending the saving ordinances of the gospel to their
ancestors.

The sealing ordinance is particularly vital, as it binds families together
eternally. When parents are sealed to each other and their children are
sealed to them, it creates an eternal family unit. This sealing power,
according to the Church's teachings, is the same power that binds things on
earth and in heaven, as foretold in scripture. Genealogy is the conduit
through which this eternal binding can occur, connecting generations in a
perpetual lineage.

The act of performing these vicarious ordinances is viewed as a profound act
of love and service. It requires dedication, sacrifice, and faith. Members
often spend considerable time and resources to research their family lines
and then travel to temples to perform the necessary work. This commitment
reflects their deep conviction in the reality of the spirit world and the
redemptive mission of Jesus Christ, who through His atoning sacrifice made
all these blessings possible.

The Process of Vicarious Work



The process begins with diligent genealogical research to identify deceased
ancestors. Once an individual’s lineage is established and their birth and
death dates are confirmed, their name can be submitted for temple ordinances.
Living proxy members then attend the temple and participate in the ordinances
in place of their deceased ancestors. For example, a living man might be
baptized for a deceased male relative, or a living woman might receive her
endowment for a deceased female relative. These ordinances are performed with
reverence and strict adherence to sacred protocols.

The Impact on the Deceased

According to Latter-day Saint belief, those who have died and are in the
spirit world are aware of the work being done on their behalf. They have the
agency to accept or reject the ordinances performed for them. This doctrine
emphasizes God's justice and mercy, ensuring that no one is deprived of the
opportunity to receive the blessings of the gospel. The work of genealogy and
temple ordinances is seen as a cooperative effort between the living and the
dead, all striving toward eternal progression.

The Role of Family History Centers and the
Family History Department

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints places a significant emphasis
on supporting its members in their genealogical pursuits. To this end, the
Church operates a vast network of Family History Centers worldwide. These
centers are staffed by knowledgeable volunteers who assist patrons in their
research, provide access to specialized software and databases, and offer
training in genealogical techniques. They serve as vital hubs for individuals
seeking to discover their ancestors and connect with their heritage.

The Church's Family History Department is a global entity dedicated to
facilitating genealogical research for its members. This department manages
extensive record collections, develops cutting-edge technology for family
history research, and provides resources and training. Their work is
instrumental in making vast amounts of genealogical data accessible and
usable, thereby empowering members to complete their temple work more
efficiently.

The Family History Department also plays a critical role in digitizing and
preserving historical records. Through partnerships with archives and record
custodians around the world, the Church helps to make vital records, such as
census data, vital records, and land records, available online. This global
effort ensures that precious genealogical information is preserved for future
generations and accessible to researchers everywhere.



Resources Provided by Family History Centers

Family History Centers offer a wealth of resources to assist researchers of
all skill levels. These typically include:

Access to the FamilySearch platform, the world's largest repository of
genealogical records.

Computers equipped with specialized genealogical software.

Microfilm and microfiche readers for accessing older records.

Training classes on basic and advanced genealogical research methods.

One-on-one assistance from experienced volunteers.

Access to a wide array of online databases and indexes.

The Function of the Family History Department

The Family History Department's primary functions include:

Maintaining and expanding the FamilySearch.org website, which provides
access to billions of records.

Developing innovative research tools and technologies to simplify the
genealogical process.

Forming strategic partnerships with archives and genealogical societies
globally.

Providing training and educational materials for members and the public.

Preserving and making accessible vital historical records.

Utilizing Genealogical Resources and Technology

In the digital age, the landscape of genealogical research has been
revolutionized, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been
at the forefront of this transformation. The cornerstone of their



technological resources is FamilySearch.org, a free online platform that
houses an immense collection of records from around the world. This platform
allows individuals to build their family tree, discover ancestral information
through searchable records, and collaborate with other researchers.

Beyond FamilySearch, members have access to a multitude of subscription-based
genealogical databases that are often provided free of charge through Family
History Centers or the FamilySearch platform itself. These databases include
resources like Ancestry.com, Findmypast, MyHeritage, and others, offering
access to billions of historical documents, including vital records, census
data, military records, immigration records, and more. The integration of
these resources allows for a comprehensive approach to tracing one's lineage.

The application of advanced technology extends to DNA testing as well. While
not a replacement for traditional genealogical research, DNA analysis can
provide clues to ethnic origins and connect individuals with previously
unknown relatives. The Church encourages the ethical use of DNA information
as a supplementary tool to aid in genealogical discovery, further enhancing
the ability to identify ancestors and perform temple ordinances.

The Power of FamilySearch

FamilySearch is more than just a database; it's a collaborative ecosystem for
family history. Key features include:

An ever-expanding collection of digitized and indexed historical records
from over 100 countries.

A shared, collaborative family tree where users can contribute and
connect with others' research.

Tools for organizing and storing family photos, stories, and documents.

The ability to submit names for temple ordinances directly through the
platform.

Leveraging Premium Databases

Members can often access premium genealogical databases without direct cost
through the Church's initiatives. These databases are crucial for accessing
specific types of records, such as:



Comprehensive U.S. federal and state census records.

British, Irish, and Australian vital records.

Extensive collections of international vital, church, and cemetery
records.

Probate, land, and court records from various jurisdictions.

The Impact of Genealogy on Personal Faith and
Testimony

For members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, genealogical
research is not a secular hobby but a deeply spiritual practice that
strengthens faith and testimony. As individuals delve into the lives of their
ancestors, they often encounter stories of perseverance, faith, and
sacrifice. These discoveries can foster a profound sense of connection to
those who came before, creating a deeper appreciation for the legacy of faith
that has been passed down.

The act of performing vicarious temple ordinances further solidifies belief
in the gospel of Jesus Christ and His Atonement. When a member experiences
the spiritual power and sacred nature of these ordinances, it reinforces
their understanding of eternal principles and the overarching plan of
salvation. This personal engagement with the work for the dead cultivates a
greater sense of divine purpose and responsibility.

Moreover, genealogy can serve as a powerful witness of the divine origins of
the Church. The belief that the keys of the priesthood and the knowledge
necessary for eternal families were restored in modern times is directly
linked to the prophetic pronouncements and the subsequent genealogical work.
As members uncover their ancestral lines and see the prophecy of Elijah
fulfilled, their faith in the restored gospel is often strengthened.

Strengthening Family Bonds

Genealogy helps to forge tangible connections across generations. Learning
about ancestors' lives, challenges, and triumphs can inspire current family
members and create a shared sense of identity. It provides a framework for
understanding one's place in the grand tapestry of history and family,
fostering a deeper appreciation for heritage and lineage.



Developing a Testimony of Jesus Christ

The process of researching and performing ordinances for the dead often leads
to profound spiritual experiences. Members report feeling the influence of
the Holy Ghost as they work, gaining insights and assurances about the
reality of the spirit world and the redemptive power of Christ's sacrifice.
This direct spiritual confirmation is a vital component of developing and
deepening a personal testimony.

Preserving Family History for Future
Generations

The commitment to genealogy within The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints extends beyond the performance of ordinances to the vital task of
preserving family history for posterity. Members are encouraged to document
not only names and dates but also the stories, photographs, and experiences
of their ancestors. This comprehensive approach ensures that the legacy of
past generations is not lost but is passed down as a source of inspiration
and identity for future family members.

Technological tools provided by the Church, such as the FamilySearch
platform, offer robust capabilities for storing and sharing this rich family
history. Members can upload documents, record oral histories, and organize
their findings in a way that is accessible to their descendants. This digital
preservation is crucial in an era where physical records can be lost or
degraded over time.

The emphasis on preserving family history underscores the belief that each
individual’s life has eternal significance. By documenting their stories and
experiences, members honor their ancestors and provide a valuable resource
for their descendants to learn, grow, and strengthen their own faith and
identity. This ongoing effort to record and share family history ensures that
the spiritual and personal legacies of countless individuals are remembered
and cherished for generations to come.

Documenting Ancestral Stories

Beyond vital statistics, members are encouraged to collect and record:

Personal anecdotes and life experiences.

Journals and diaries of ancestors.



Family traditions and cultural heritage.

Photographs and other visual mementos.

Records of callings held within the Church and community contributions.

Utilizing Digital Archiving Tools

The Church provides and recommends tools for effective digital archiving:

The FamilySearch Memories feature for uploading photos, stories, and
documents.

Guidelines for organizing digital files for long-term preservation.

Encouragement to create backup copies of digital family history
information.

Methods for sharing curated family history projects with living family
members.

Q: What is the primary theological reason Latter-day
Saints engage in genealogy?
A: The primary theological reason Latter-day Saints engage in genealogy is
their belief in eternal families and the principle of vicarious work for the
dead. They believe that family relationships can continue beyond mortal life,
and that deceased individuals who did not have the opportunity to receive
essential ordinances during their lifetime can accept them in the spirit
world through the efforts of living proxy members.

Q: How does the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints facilitate genealogical research for its
members?
A: The Church facilitates genealogical research through a comprehensive
system that includes the free online platform FamilySearch.org, a global
network of Family History Centers staffed by volunteers, and partnerships



with various genealogical databases. These resources provide access to
billions of historical records and offer extensive training and support.

Q: What are vicarious temple ordinances in the
context of Latter-day Saint genealogy?
A: Vicarious temple ordinances are sacred ceremonies performed in Latter-day
Saint temples by living members on behalf of deceased individuals. These
ordinances, such as baptism, endowment, and sealing, are believed to be
essential for the eternal progression and salvation of those who have passed
away.

Q: How is the prophecy of Elijah relevant to Latter-
day Saint genealogy?
A: Latter-day Saints interpret the prophecy in Malachi 4:5-6, which speaks of
the turning of hearts between fathers and children, as a direct reference to
the work of genealogy and temple sealing. They believe this prophecy began to
be fulfilled with the restoration of the priesthood authority to perform
these ordinances in modern times.

Q: Can individuals outside of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints benefit from using
FamilySearch.org?
A: Yes, FamilySearch.org is a free resource available to everyone, regardless
of religious affiliation. It offers extensive genealogical records and tools
that can be beneficial for any individual interested in researching their
family history.

Q: What role does DNA testing play in Latter-day
Saint genealogy?
A: DNA testing is viewed as a supplementary tool in Latter-day Saint
genealogy. While it can provide insights into ethnic origins and help
identify unknown relatives, it is encouraged to be used in conjunction with
traditional genealogical research methods to confirm ancestral lines for
temple ordinances.

Q: How does the concept of eternal families
influence the importance of genealogy for Latter-day



Saints?
A: The doctrine of eternal families posits that family relationships can
endure beyond death. Genealogy is crucial because it provides the means to
identify ancestral lines and perform the necessary ordinances, such as
sealing, that bind families together eternally, enabling them to continue
their relationship in the next life.

Q: What is the significance of the sealing ordinance
in Latter-day Saint genealogy?
A: The sealing ordinance is considered one of the most important temple
ordinances related to genealogy. It is the act by which families are bound
together for eternity, mirroring the promise that Elias would reveal the
priesthood that would seal the hearts of the fathers to the children and the
children to the fathers.
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