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Introduction to JLG Scissor Lift Safety Training
jlg scissor lift safety training guide is paramount for anyone operating or working around these
vital pieces of industrial equipment. Ensuring the safety of personnel, preventing accidents, and
maintaining operational efficiency all hinge on comprehensive and effective training. This guide will
delve into the critical aspects of JLG scissor lift safety, covering everything from pre-operation
checks and hazard identification to emergency procedures and the importance of ongoing training.
Understanding the inherent risks associated with scissor lifts and mastering the correct protocols
are non-negotiable for a secure work environment. We will explore the fundamental principles,
practical steps, and regulatory considerations that form the bedrock of safe scissor lift operation,
empowering operators with the knowledge to perform their duties confidently and responsibly. This
comprehensive overview aims to equip you with the insights necessary to foster a culture of safety
on your job sites when utilizing JLG scissor lifts.
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Understanding JLG Scissor Lift Safety Fundamentals
The core of JLG scissor lift safety lies in a thorough understanding of the machine's capabilities and
limitations. These aerial work platforms, while incredibly useful for reaching elevated tasks, present
unique hazards that must be systematically addressed. A foundational element of any JLG scissor lift
safety training program is familiarizing operators with the specific model they will be using, as
different JLG scissor lift models may have varying control layouts, weight capacities, and operational
characteristics. Emphasizing the importance of manufacturer-provided manuals and guidelines is
crucial, as they contain the most accurate and up-to-date information for safe operation.



Key safety fundamentals include understanding load capacities, ensuring stable ground conditions,
and recognizing the potential for tip-overs or falls. Training should also cover the proper use of
personal fall arrest systems (PFAS) when required, even within the platform itself, as a secondary
measure against unexpected events. The principles of a controlled environment, free from overhead
obstructions and excessive wind, are also vital components of safe scissor lift deployment. A
proactive approach to safety, ingrained through robust training, minimizes the likelihood of
incidents.

Pre-Operation Inspection: A Critical First Step
Before any JLG scissor lift is powered on or moved, a meticulous pre-operation inspection is
absolutely essential. This routine check serves as the first line of defense against potential
malfunctions or unsafe conditions. Skipping this step is a significant risk that can lead to serious
accidents. The inspection process should be standardized and documented to ensure consistency
and accountability.

Daily Walk-Around Inspection
The daily walk-around inspection involves a visual and functional assessment of various components.
Operators should meticulously examine:

Tires and wheels for proper inflation, damage, or wear.

Fluid levels (hydraulic fluid, fuel, oil) and check for any leaks.

Structural integrity of the platform, rails, and any protective barriers.

Battery condition and connections for security and corrosion.

Hydraulic hoses and cylinders for signs of wear, leaks, or damage.

Safety decals and labels to ensure they are legible and in place.

Guardrails and gates for proper latching and stability.

Control panels for any visible damage or loose components.

Functional Checks
Following the visual inspection, functional tests are performed with the lift powered on but typically
in a stowed position. This includes:

Testing all controls (lift, lower, extend, retract, steer) to ensure they operate smoothly and
responsively.



Checking emergency stop buttons and audible alarms for proper function.

Verifying the operation of tilt alarms and overload sensors.

Testing the ground controls and platform controls.

Any defects or issues identified during the pre-operation inspection must be reported immediately
and the scissor lift taken out of service until repairs are completed by qualified personnel. Never
operate a JLG scissor lift that has known defects.

Safe Operating Procedures for JLG Scissor Lifts
Safe operation of a JLG scissor lift goes beyond the initial inspection; it involves adhering to strict
protocols throughout its use. Understanding the work environment, proper positioning, and
controlled movements are key to preventing incidents.

Site Assessment and Setup
Before ascending, a thorough assessment of the work site is crucial. This includes:

Ensuring the ground surface is firm, level, and capable of supporting the weight of the scissor
lift and its occupants. Avoid soft ground, slopes, or uneven terrain.

Identifying and avoiding overhead hazards such as power lines, building structures, or other
obstructions.

Checking for potential hazards on the ground, such as pedestrian traffic, vehicles, or
excavation sites.

Setting up a safe exclusion zone around the scissor lift to prevent unauthorized access.

Platform Usage and Load Management
The platform is the primary workspace, and its safe use is paramount. Operators must:

Never exceed the rated load capacity of the scissor lift, including personnel, tools, and
materials.

Ensure all occupants wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including safety
harnesses and lanyards if required by the lift's design or site regulations.

Secure tools and materials to prevent them from falling off the platform.

Maintain awareness of the platform's center of gravity and avoid sudden movements or



leaning excessively.

Never use the scissor lift as a temporary elevator for personnel or materials.

Movement and Positioning
Moving a JLG scissor lift requires careful attention to avoid tipping or collisions.

Always lower the platform to its travel position before moving the unit.

Ensure the path of travel is clear of obstructions and safe.

Operate the scissor lift at a safe speed, especially when the platform is elevated.

Be aware of the lift's turning radius and potential blind spots.

When working near edges or drop-offs, maintain a safe distance to prevent accidental falls.

Hazard Identification and Risk Mitigation
Proactive hazard identification and robust risk mitigation strategies are fundamental to a safe JLG
scissor lift operation. Recognizing potential dangers before they materialize allows for the
implementation of preventative measures, thereby reducing the likelihood of accidents.

Common Hazards Associated with Scissor Lifts
Several common hazards are inherent to scissor lift operations:

Tip-overs: Caused by unstable ground, exceeding load limits, operating on slopes, or sudden
movements.

Falls from Height: Resulting from platform instability, inadequate guardrails, or occupants
losing balance.

Collisions: Occurring with other equipment, structures, or personnel, especially during
movement.

Electrocution: From contact with overhead power lines or damaged electrical components.

Crushing Injuries: From entrapment between the scissor mechanism, platform, or other
structures.

Mechanical Failures: Due to inadequate maintenance or operational misuse.



Mitigation Strategies
To mitigate these hazards, a multi-faceted approach is necessary:

Comprehensive Training: Ensuring all operators are thoroughly trained and certified is the
primary mitigation strategy.

Strict Adherence to Procedures: Following pre-operation checks, safe operating
procedures, and site-specific safety plans is critical.

Proper Site Preparation: Assessing and preparing the ground, clearing the work area, and
identifying overhead hazards are essential.

Load Management: Strictly adhering to weight limits and ensuring loads are secured.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Mandating the use of appropriate PPE, including
safety harnesses, hard hats, and safety shoes.

Regular Maintenance: Implementing a robust preventative maintenance schedule for all JLG
scissor lifts.

Communication: Maintaining clear communication between the operator, ground personnel,
and supervisors.

Risk assessments should be conducted for each specific task and site to identify any unique hazards
and develop tailored safety protocols.

Emergency Procedures and Rescue Planning
Despite the best preventative measures, emergencies can still occur. Having well-defined emergency
procedures and a clear rescue plan for JLG scissor lift incidents is vital to ensure the safety of all
involved and minimize harm.

Responding to Malfunctions and Emergencies
Operators must be trained on how to respond to various emergency situations:

Sudden Malfunction: If the scissor lift malfunctions unexpectedly, the operator should
immediately attempt to lower the platform using the emergency descent controls if safe to do
so. If not possible, they should remain calm, secure themselves, and alert others.

Platform Entrapment: In cases where the platform becomes trapped or obstructed, the
operator should not attempt to force movement. They should remain in the platform and
communicate their situation to the ground crew or supervisor.



Medical Emergencies: If an occupant experiences a medical emergency on the platform, the
platform should be lowered to a safe position as quickly as possible, and emergency medical
services should be contacted.

Fire: In the event of a fire, the operator should attempt to descend safely if possible, evacuate
the platform, and alert emergency services.

Rescue Planning and Execution
A pre-determined rescue plan is crucial:

Designated Rescue Personnel: Identifying and training specific individuals to perform
rescue operations.

Rescue Equipment: Ensuring appropriate rescue equipment, such as fall protection gear and
possibly a secondary means of access/egress, is readily available.

Communication Protocols: Establishing clear communication channels for reporting
emergencies and coordinating rescue efforts.

Emergency Contact Information: Maintaining an up-to-date list of emergency contacts,
including local fire departments and medical services.

Regular Drills: Conducting periodic emergency and rescue drills to ensure personnel are
proficient and the plan is effective.

The focus of any emergency response should always be on the safety of the individuals involved and
the prevention of further injury or escalation of the situation.

Training Requirements and Certification
Formal training and certification are not just recommended; they are often legal requirements for
operating JLG scissor lifts. This ensures operators possess the necessary knowledge and skills to
perform their duties safely and competently.

Mandatory Training Components
A comprehensive JLG scissor lift safety training program should include:

Classroom instruction covering the fundamentals of scissor lift operation, hazard recognition,
safety regulations, and emergency procedures.

Hands-on practical training, allowing operators to practice pre-operation checks, control
operations, and maneuvering under the supervision of a qualified instructor.



Site-specific training that addresses the unique hazards and operating conditions of the
particular workplace.

Training on the specific JLG scissor lift models that will be used.

Information on relevant occupational safety and health regulations (e.g., OSHA standards in
the United States).

Certification and Record-Keeping
Upon successful completion of the training program, operators should receive a certification or
operator card. This documentation serves as proof of their qualification. Employers are responsible
for:

Maintaining accurate records of all operator training and certifications.

Ensuring that operator certifications are current and renewed as required by regulations or
company policy.

Verifying the qualifications of all personnel before allowing them to operate JLG scissor lifts.

Investing in quality training and certification is a crucial step in preventing accidents and ensuring
compliance with safety standards.

Ongoing Safety and Best Practices
Safety is not a one-time event; it is an ongoing commitment. Continuous improvement in JLG scissor
lift safety involves reinforcing best practices and staying informed about evolving safety standards
and technologies.

Reinforcing Safe Practices
Regular reinforcement of safe operating procedures is essential:

Toolbox Talks: Conducting brief, regular safety meetings to discuss specific hazards or
reinforce safety protocols related to scissor lift operations.

Supervisory Oversight: Ensuring supervisors actively monitor operations and provide
immediate feedback on unsafe practices.

Near-Miss Reporting: Encouraging a culture where near-misses are reported and
investigated to identify potential precursor events to accidents.

Sharing Lessons Learned: Discussing any incidents or near-misses that occur (within the



company or industry) to learn from them and prevent recurrence.

Staying Updated
The field of safety is constantly evolving:

Manufacturer Updates: Staying informed about any safety bulletins or updates issued by
JLG for their equipment.

Regulatory Changes: Keeping abreast of any changes in local, national, or international
safety regulations pertaining to aerial work platforms.

Technological Advancements: Exploring new safety technologies and features that can be
incorporated into scissor lift operations.

Refresher Training: Implementing periodic refresher training for operators to reinforce
knowledge and address any skill decay.

A commitment to continuous learning and adaptation ensures that JLG scissor lift operations remain
as safe as possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the key components of a comprehensive JLG
scissor lift safety training program?
A: A comprehensive program includes classroom instruction on operating principles, hazard
identification, regulations, and emergency procedures, followed by hands-on practical training with
the specific JLG scissor lift models to be used, and site-specific hazard assessment.

Q: How often should JLG scissor lift operators receive
refresher training?
A: Refresher training frequency can vary depending on regulations, company policy, and observed
operator performance. However, it is generally recommended every one to three years, or after any
significant changes in equipment or work environment.

Q: What is the most critical step in ensuring JLG scissor lift
safety before operation?
A: The most critical step is conducting a thorough pre-operation inspection, including both a visual
walk-around and functional checks of all critical systems, to identify and rectify any potential defects



before the lift is used.

Q: What are the primary risks associated with operating a JLG
scissor lift improperly?
A: Primary risks include tip-overs due to unstable ground or exceeding load capacity, falls from
height due to platform instability or improper harness use, collisions with structures or personnel,
and crushing injuries from mechanical pinch points.

Q: Is it permissible to use a JLG scissor lift on an incline?
A: Operating a JLG scissor lift on an incline is generally not recommended and often prohibited, as it
can significantly compromise stability and increase the risk of tip-overs. Always refer to the
manufacturer's specifications for acceptable operating angles.

Q: What personal protective equipment (PPE) is typically
required when operating a JLG scissor lift?
A: Standard PPE usually includes a hard hat, safety glasses, safety-toed boots, and work gloves. In
many situations, a properly fitted safety harness with a lanyard that attaches to the designated
anchor point on the platform is also mandatory.

Q: Who is responsible for ensuring that JLG scissor lift
operators are properly trained and certified?
A: The employer is ultimately responsible for ensuring that all personnel operating JLG scissor lifts
are adequately trained, certified, and authorized to do so, and for maintaining records of this
training.

Q: What should be done if an unusual noise or vibration is
detected during JLG scissor lift operation?
A: If any unusual noise or vibration is detected, the operator should immediately cease operation,
lower the platform safely if possible, and report the issue to a supervisor or maintenance personnel
for inspection. Do not attempt to continue operating the equipment.
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