
joe abercrombie last argument of kings

Joe Abercrombie's Last Argument of Kings is the third novel in the acclaimed First Law trilogy, a series
that has significantly shaped the landscape of modern fantasy literature. Published in 2008, this book serves
as a culmination of the intricate storytelling, rich character development, and the morally complex world
that Abercrombie has crafted. In this article, we will explore the thematic depth, character arcs, and overall
impact of "Last Argument of Kings" within the broader context of the fantasy genre.

Overview of the First Law Trilogy

Before delving into "Last Argument of Kings," it is important to understand its place within the First Law
trilogy. The series includes three main books:

The Blade Itself (2006)1.

Before They Are Hanged (2007)2.

Last Argument of Kings (2008)3.

The trilogy is set in a gritty, morally ambiguous world where traditional notions of good and evil are
subverted. Abercrombie's storytelling is characterized by dark humor, brutal realism, and a keen
examination of human nature.

Plot Summary

"Last Argument of Kings" picks up where "Before They Are Hanged" left off, weaving together the fates
of several key characters as they navigate a world engulfed in war and political intrigue. The central plot
threads follow:

- Logen Ninefingers, a legendary barbarian struggling to find his place in a world that often seems hostile
to his very existence.
- Glokta, a physically broken but intellectually sharp torturer who grapples with his own moral compass
amidst the treachery of political maneuvering.
- Jezal dan Luthar, a self-absorbed nobleman who is forced to confront the harsh realities of leadership and
duty.



As the story unfolds, readers witness the convergence of these characters' paths, leading to a climax filled
with unexpected twists and revelations.

Thematic Exploration

"Last Argument of Kings" is rich in themes that resonate with readers on multiple levels. Some of the most
prominent themes include:

Power and Corruption

The novel delves deep into the nature of power and its corrupting influence. Characters like Glokta and
Jezal embody the complexities of ambition and moral compromise. As they ascend the ranks of power, they
are confronted with ethical dilemmas that challenge their very identities.

Fate and Free Will

Throughout the book, Abercrombie ponders the extent to which characters control their destinies versus
being swept along by the tide of events. Logen's journey is emblematic of this struggle, as he grapples with
his past and tries to forge a new path for himself amid chaos.

Morality and Ambiguity

Abercrombie's characters are not easily categorized as heroes or villains. Instead, they operate in shades of
gray, making decisions that reflect their flawed humanity. This moral ambiguity adds depth to their arcs
and challenges readers to reconsider their own perceptions of right and wrong.

Character Development

One of the defining features of "Last Argument of Kings" is its focus on character development.
Abercrombie's characters are complex and multifaceted, each undergoing significant growth throughout
the narrative.

Logen Ninefingers

Logen's character arc is one of the most compelling in the series. Initially portrayed as a brutal warrior, he



evolves into a more introspective figure who seeks redemption and a sense of belonging. His internal
struggles are mirrored by external conflicts, creating a rich tapestry of character exploration.

Inquisitor Sand dan Glokta

Glokta is perhaps the most morally complex character in the trilogy. His transformation from a once-great
swordsman to a torturer reveals the harsh realities of power and the impact of trauma. As the story
progresses, Glokta's internal conflict deepens, making him both a sympathetic and unsettling figure.

Jezal dan Luthar

Jezal's journey is one of self-discovery. Initially portrayed as a shallow and self-serving nobleman, he is
thrust into leadership roles that force him to confront his own weaknesses. His growth throughout "Last
Argument of Kings" is marked by moments of humility and courage, ultimately leading to a more nuanced
understanding of duty and sacrifice.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Abercrombie's writing style in "Last Argument of Kings" is characterized by:

Dark Humor: The author employs a sardonic wit that lightens the weight of the narrative, providing
moments of levity amid the grim subject matter.

Multiple Perspectives: The story unfolds through various character viewpoints, allowing readers to
gain insight into their motivations and thoughts.

Rich World-Building: Abercrombie crafts a detailed and immersive world, replete with its own
history, culture, and social dynamics.

These techniques contribute to an engaging reading experience, drawing readers into the complex and
often brutal world of the First Law.



Impact on the Fantasy Genre

"Last Argument of Kings" has left a lasting impact on the fantasy genre, influencing a new generation of
writers. Abercrombie's approach to storytelling, characterized by its realism and moral ambiguity, has
paved the way for a more nuanced understanding of fantasy narratives.

Subversion of Tropes

Abercrombie is known for subverting traditional fantasy tropes, such as the archetypal hero’s journey. By
presenting characters who are deeply flawed and morally ambiguous, he challenges readers to reconsider
the conventions of the genre.

Realism in Fantasy

The trilogy's emphasis on the harsh realities of life, including the brutality of war and the complexities of
human relationships, has resonated with readers looking for a more grounded approach to fantasy. This
realism has inspired many authors to explore similar themes in their works, leading to a broader evolution
in the genre.

Conclusion

Joe Abercrombie's "Last Argument of Kings" is not just a conclusion to the First Law trilogy; it is a
profound exploration of power, morality, and the human condition. Through its intricate plot, richly
developed characters, and thought-provoking themes, the novel challenges readers to engage with the
complexities of life in a way that is both entertaining and intellectually stimulating. As it stands, "Last
Argument of Kings" remains a cornerstone of contemporary fantasy literature, influencing both readers and
writers alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Last Argument of Kings'?
The main themes include the brutality of war, the complexity of morality, power dynamics, and the
consequences of choices made by individuals in a gritty, realistic world.



How does 'Last Argument of Kings' fit into the First Law trilogy?
'Last Argument of Kings' is the third and final book in the First Law trilogy, concluding the story arcs of
key characters and resolving major plotlines established in the previous two books.

Who are the central characters in 'Last Argument of Kings'?
The central characters include Logen Ninefingers, Bayaz, Glokta, and Jezal dan Luthar, each facing their
own trials and moral dilemmas throughout the narrative.

What makes Joe Abercrombie's writing style unique in 'Last Argument
of Kings'?
Abercrombie's writing is characterized by its dark humor, realistic dialogue, complex characters who often
lack clear moral alignment, and a gritty portrayal of violence and its aftermath.

How does 'Last Argument of Kings' address the concept of heroism?
'Last Argument of Kings' challenges traditional notions of heroism by presenting flawed characters who
often act out of self-interest rather than noble intentions, highlighting the ambiguity of heroism in a harsh
world.

What is the significance of the title 'Last Argument of Kings'?
The title refers to the idea that the ultimate resolution of conflicts often comes down to power struggles and
warfare, emphasizing the brutal reality of kingship and the cost of authority.

How does the pacing of 'Last Argument of Kings' compare to the
previous books in the trilogy?
The pacing in 'Last Argument of Kings' is more intense, featuring a blend of political intrigue and battle
sequences that drive the story toward a climactic conclusion, while still allowing for character
development.

In what ways does 'Last Argument of Kings' subvert fantasy genre
tropes?
The book subverts tropes by avoiding clear-cut good versus evil narratives, presenting morally ambiguous
characters, and showcasing the harsh realities of war and leadership instead of glorifying them.



What impact did 'Last Argument of Kings' have on the fantasy genre?
'Last Argument of Kings' has been praised for its gritty realism and character depth, influencing a wave of
contemporary fantasy that favors morally complex narratives over traditional heroic tales.
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