
john carter of mars movie

john carter of mars movie, a cinematic adaptation of Edgar Rice Burroughs' classic tales, presents a
fantastical journey to the Red Planet that, despite its initial box office performance, offers a rich tapestry of
science fiction adventure, compelling characters, and ambitious world-building. This detailed exploration
delves into the film's origins, its adaptation process, the iconic characters brought to life, the visual
spectacle that defines its Martian landscapes, and the enduring legacy of its source material. We will examine
the challenges of bringing Barsoom to the screen, the performances that anchor the narrative, and the intricate
plot that unfolds as John Carter navigates a world of warring alien races and burgeoning romance.
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The Genesis of John Carter: From Page to Screen

The journey of the john carter of mars movie from Edgar Rice Burroughs' beloved novels to the silver screen
was a long and arduous one, spanning decades of development hell. Burroughs' "Barsoom" series, beginning with
"A Princess of Mars" in 1917, captivated readers with its imaginative depiction of a dying planet and its
diverse inhabitants. Hollywood had long been interested in adapting these stories, with numerous attempts and
false starts throughout the 20th century. The sheer scale and fantastical elements of Burroughs' work
presented significant challenges for filmmakers, particularly in translating them into a believable and visually
stunning cinematic experience.

Andrew Stanton, known for his work on animated classics like "WALL-E" and "Finding Nemo," eventually took
the directorial reins. His passion for the source material and his vision for a grand, epic adventure were
instrumental in finally bringing john carter of mars movie to fruition under the Walt Disney Pictures banner. The
film aimed to capture the spirit of adventure and the sense of wonder that characterized Burroughs' original
narratives, while also modernizing the storytelling for a contemporary audience. This involved synthesizing
elements from multiple books in the series to create a cohesive and engaging origin story for the titular
character.

Unveiling Barsoom: The World of Mars

Barsoom, the Martian world in the john carter of mars movie, is a character in itself, meticulously crafted to
evoke a sense of ancient grandeur and perilous beauty. Burroughs described a planet where a once-vibrant
atmosphere had diminished, leading to a scarcity of water and a civilization that had adapted to these harsh
conditions. The film's production designers and visual effects artists were tasked with translating these
descriptions into a tangible and immersive environment.

The Diverse Martian Ecosystem

Barsoom is not a barren wasteland but a world teeming with unique flora and fauna, sculpted by millennia of
climatic change. The film showcases towering ancient cities, vast deserts, and underground waterways,
reflecting the resourcefulness of its inhabitants. The visual representation of Barsoom was crucial in
establishing the film's fantastical premise and drawing audiences into its alien setting. The stark, alien beauty
of the planet serves as a constant backdrop to the unfolding drama.



The Great Martian Races

The planet is populated by various distinct species, each with their own cultures, physiologies, and conflicts.
The most prominent among these are the Tharks, the green-skinned, four-armed warriors, who are initially the
antagonists but later become central to John Carter's journey. Other races, like the airship-dwelling, humanoid
Zodangans and Heliumites, add to the complex political landscape of Barsoom. The film meticulously depicted
the physical characteristics and societal structures of these alien beings, bringing Burroughs' creations to life
with impressive detail.

The Heart of the Story: John Carter and Dejah Thoris

At the core of the john carter of mars movie lies the transformation of John Carter and his burgeoning
relationship with Dejah Thoris, the Princess of Helium. The character of John Carter, a disillusioned American
Civil War veteran, is transported to Mars and discovers he possesses superhuman strength and agility due to
the planet's lower gravity. This newfound power sets him on a path of heroic deeds and self-discovery.

John Carter's Transformation

Taylor Kitsch portrays John Carter, embodying the character's initial reluctance and eventual embrace of his
destiny as a savior of Mars. His journey is one of awakening, moving from a man adrift in his own world to a
formidable warrior and leader in a new one. The film focuses on his origins and how he acquires his unique
abilities, establishing him as an unlikely hero thrust into extraordinary circumstances. His struggle to
understand his powers and his place on Barsoom forms a significant part of the narrative.

Dejah Thoris, Princess of Helium

Lynn Collins plays Dejah Thoris, a strong-willed and intelligent princess who becomes John Carter's primary
love interest and an active participant in the Martian conflicts. She represents the civilized aspect of Martian
society, battling to save her people and her planet from destruction. Her intelligence, bravery, and
determination make her a formidable ally and a compelling romantic figure. The dynamic between Carter and
Thoris is a crucial element, driving much of the emotional weight of the film.

Visualizing Mars: Special Effects and Production Design

The realization of Barsoom's fantastical world in the john carter of mars movie was heavily reliant on
cutting-edge visual effects and ambitious production design. The film aimed for a photorealistic depiction of
alien landscapes and creatures, a significant undertaking for its time.

Groundbreaking Visual Effects

Industrial Light & Magic (ILM) was responsible for the visual effects, creating the iconic Tharks, the majestic
airships, and the sweeping Martian vistas. The motion-capture technology used for the Tharks allowed for
expressive performances, bringing these alien beings to life with a believable sense of physicality. The vastness of
the Martian deserts and the intricate details of the ancient cities were rendered with a high degree of realism,
contributing to the immersive experience.

The Production Design of Barsoom

The production design team worked to create a unique aesthetic for Barsoom, drawing inspiration from



Burroughs' descriptions and infusing it with a sense of history and culture. The architecture of the Martian
cities, the design of the weaponry, and the costumes of the various races were all meticulously conceived to
reflect the specific environments and societal structures of each group. This attention to detail in the
production design was essential in making the alien world feel believable and lived-in.

The Plot Unraveled: A Hero's Journey on an Alien World

The narrative of the john carter of mars movie follows a classic hero's journey structure, replete with
challenges, alliances, and a central conflict that threatens the entire planet. John Carter's accidental arrival
on Mars initiates a chain of events that thrusts him into the ongoing wars between the various Martian city-
states.

Carter's Arrival and Initial Encounters

The film begins with John Carter, a troubled miner, finding himself inexplicably transported to Mars. He quickly
discovers his enhanced abilities and encounters the nomadic Tharks, leading to his capture and eventual alliance
with them. His initial struggle for survival and understanding sets the stage for his greater involvement in
Martian affairs.

The Conflict for Mars

The central conflict revolves around the impending destruction of Helium by the warlike Zodangans, led by the
power-hungry Sab Than. John Carter, initially an outsider, finds himself compelled to protect Dejah Thoris and
her people. His actions become pivotal in determining the fate of Barsoom, leading to epic battles and strategic
maneuvers involving the alien races and their advanced technologies, such as their massive airships.

Reception and Legacy: The Enduring Appeal of John Carter

Despite its significant production budget and ambitious scope, the john carter of mars movie received a mixed
critical reception and underperformed at the box office. However, this does not diminish the enduring appeal of
the source material and the potential for future adaptations.

Critical and Commercial Performance

While some critics praised the film's visual spectacle and adventurous spirit, others found its narrative to be
uneven or its characters underdeveloped. The film's marketing campaign also faced challenges in effectively
conveying the unique appeal of the "John Carter" franchise to a broad audience. Its commercial performance led
to the shelving of planned sequels, leaving many story threads unresolved.

The Enduring Legacy of Edgar Rice Burroughs' Vision

The john carter of mars movie, despite its shortcomings, introduced a new generation to Edgar Rice Burroughs'
visionary world of Barsoom. The core elements of the story—the lost hero, the alien planet, the epic romance,
and the grand adventure—continue to resonate with fans. The richness of Burroughs' universe offers fertile
ground for storytelling, and the film serves as a testament to the enduring power of his imagination. The
concept of a human discovering superpowers on another planet remains a compelling narrative trope.



FAQ

Q: Why was the John Carter movie not successful at the box office?

A: The underperformance of the john carter of mars movie is attributed to several factors, including a lack of
strong audience recognition for the franchise, a marketing campaign that struggled to define the film's appeal,
and mixed critical reviews that may have deterred potential viewers. The film's significant budget also placed a
high bar for commercial success.

Q: Is the John Carter movie based on just one book by Edgar Rice Burroughs?

A: While the john carter of mars movie primarily draws its origin story from Edgar Rice Burroughs' first
Barsoom novel, "A Princess of Mars," it incorporates elements and plot points from subsequent books in the
series to create a more expansive narrative for the film's introduction to Barsoom and its characters.

Q: What are the main differences between the John Carter movie and the
books?

A: While the film strives to capture the spirit of the books, there are notable differences. The movie streamlines
certain plot elements, condenses timelines, and makes adjustments to character introductions and motivations
for cinematic purposes. Some subplots and minor characters from the novels are omitted or altered.

Q: What are the Tharks in the John Carter movie?

A: The Tharks are a prominent alien race on Mars in the john carter of mars movie. They are depicted as tall,
green-skinned beings with four arms, known for their warrior culture, nomadic lifestyle, and strict adherence to
their own customs and laws. John Carter spends a significant portion of the film living among them.

Q: What is the main theme of the John Carter movie?

A: The main themes of the john carter of mars movie revolve around destiny, redemption, and the extraordinary
potential that lies within an ordinary individual. It explores John Carter's transformation from a disillusioned
soldier to a hero who finds purpose and love on an alien world, ultimately fighting for justice and the survival
of an entire civilization.

Q: Will there be a sequel to the John Carter movie?

A: As of now, there are no official plans for a sequel to the john carter of mars movie. The film's box office
performance led Disney to reconsider its franchise plans. However, the popularity of the source material means
that the possibility of future adaptations, perhaps in a different format, cannot be entirely ruled out.

Q: Who is Dejah Thoris in the John Carter movie?

A: Dejah Thoris, portrayed by Lynn Collins in the john carter of mars movie, is the Princess of Helium, one of the
advanced Martian city-states. She is depicted as an intelligent, brave, and resourceful leader who becomes John
Carter's primary love interest and a key figure in the fight to save her people from conquest and destruction.
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