john constantine hellblazer vol 5 dangerous habits

new edition

john constantine hellblazer vol 5 dangerous habits new edition represents a pivotal moment in the iconic
Vertigo Comics series, offering readers a deep dive into John Constantine’s morally ambiguous world. This
volume, often cited as a fan favorite, showcases the character at his most cunning and desperate. It delves
into themes of addiction, mortality, and the crushing weight of supernatural consequences, all delivered
with Garth Ennis’s signature dark wit and intricate plotting. This comprehensive exploration will unpack
the narrative arcs, key characters, thematic significance, and the lasting impact of this particular collection,
highlighting why the "Dangerous Habits" storyline remains a benchmark for supernatural detective fiction.
Prepare to journey through the grimy underbelly of magic and mayhem with the ultimate streetwise

magician.
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The Arrival of Dangerous Habits: A New Era for Constantine

The "Dangerous Habits" storyline, as collected in John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous Habits

(New Edition), marked a significant turning point for the character and the ongoing series. Prior to this arc,



Constantine had navigated countless supernatural threats and personal betrayals, often emerging battered
but unbowed. However, "Dangerous Habits" introduced a threat far more personal and insidious: his own
mortality. This volume sets a new bar for the stakes involved in John's life, moving beyond the immediate
danger of demons and dark magic to confront the existential dread of death and the compromises one makes

to survive. It solidified the series’ reputation for mature storytelling and complex character development.

This particular collection is crucial for understanding the evolution of John Constantine as a character. It’s
not just about his magical prowess or his ability to outwit infernal beings; it’s about his resilience, his deep-
seated cynicism, and his surprising capacity for a twisted form of loyalty. The "Dangerous Habits" arc forces
John to confront the ultimate price of his lifestyle and the constant dance with death that defines his
existence. The "New Edition" aspect ensures that this seminal work is accessible to a new generation of

readers, preserving its raw power and narrative brilliance for contemporary audiences.

Garth Ennis's Vision: The Mastermind Behind the Mayhem

Garth Ennis, a celebrated writer known for his gritty and often controversial work, penned the "Dangerous
Habits" storyline, and his influence is palpable throughout John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous
Habits (New Edition). Ennis brought a distinctively cynical and darkly humorous voice to the series, one
that perfectly suited the character of John Constantine. His approach was to strip away the veneer of
traditional heroism and expose the raw, often ugly, reality of dealing with supernatural forces. He wasn't

afraid to explore the psychological toll that constant exposure to the occult took on his characters.

Ennis's narrative in "Dangerous Habits" is a masterclass in character-driven storytelling. While there are
supernatural elements, the core of the story lies in Constantine's internal struggle and his external
machinations. He masterfully weaves together elements of horror, black comedy, and social commentary,
creating a narrative that is both entertaining and thought-provoking. His dialogue is sharp, his pacing is
impeccable, and his understanding of Constantine's flawed humanity is second to none. This volume
showcases Ennis at the height of his powers, solidifying his legacy as one of the definitive writers of
Hellblazer.

The Core Conflict: A Deal with the Devil, Sort Of

The central premise of "Dangerous Habits" revolves around John Constantine discovering he has inoperable
lung cancer. This revelation sends him scrambling for a solution, not necessarily out of a desire for a long
life, but more out of a refusal to succumb to conventional death, especially when it’s a consequence of his
hard-living lifestyle. His search for a cure leads him down a path of desperate bargains and strategic
maneuvering, involving powerful demons and celestial beings alike. The story brilliantly plays on the idea

of "dangerous habits" not just referring to his smoking and drinking, but also his habit of making deals that



inevitably come with a steep price.

Ennis masterfully uses this plot device to explore the nature of faith, fate, and free will. Constantine, a
lifelong non-believer in most conventional senses, finds himself negotiating with entities he has spent his
life trying to cheat or manipulate. The story highlights his pragmatism and his willingness to exploit any
loophole, no matter how morally questionable. It’s a testament to his resourcefulness and his sheer refusal to

give up, even when faced with the ultimate adversary: death itself.

The Stakes Raised: Mortality Becomes the Ultimate Horror

Unlike many previous Hellblazer stories that dealt with external threats like demons, eldritch horrors, or
malevolent sorcerers, "Dangerous Habits" turns the lens inward, making mortality the primary antagonist.
This shift significantly amplifies the psychological horror of the narrative. Constantine, who often revels in
his ability to manipulate and control supernatural forces, is rendered powerless against the biological
inevitability of his own demise. This vulnerability makes him more relatable and, paradoxically, more

terrifying in his desperation.

The story also explores the concept of legacy and the fear of oblivion. For a character like Constantine, who
often operates outside societal norms and leaves a trail of broken relationships and moral compromises, the
prospect of simply ceasing to exist is a profound terror. This existential dread fuels his actions and drives the
narrative forward, making "Dangerous Habits" a deeply personal and resonant story for fans of the

character.

Key Story Arcs within John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5

John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous Habits (New Edition) is structured around a series of
interconnected narratives that build towards Constantine's desperate quest for survival. The "Dangerous
Habits" storyline itself is the central pillar, but it is supported by other significant events and character
introductions that enrich the overall reading experience. These arcs often showcase Constantine's unique

brand of magic and his often-dubious moral compass at work.

The Diagnosis and the Search for a Cure

The initial arc of "Dangerous Habits" focuses squarely on John Constantine's diagnosis of terminal lung
cancer. This isn't a sudden revelation; it's a slow burn that highlights the consequences of his lifelong

excesses. Instead of seeking solace or accepting his fate, John embarks on a frantic, clandestine mission to



find a way to cheat death. This involves delving into forbidden lore, seeking out ancient artifacts, and
making contact with the underworld's most powerful players. His methods are often brutal, unethical, and

always self-serving, embodying the core of the Hellblazer mythos.

Bargains with the Infernal and the Celestial

As John's condition worsens, his options dwindle, forcing him to consider deals with entities he typically
despises or fears. This includes overtures to powerful demons who see his soul as a valuable commodity,
and even whispers of appeals to angelic or divine powers, though his history with such forces is equally
fraught. The narrative brilliantly explores the concept of cosmic bureaucracy and the price of intervention,
showcasing how even the most powerful beings have their own agendas and demands. The inherent

danger lies not just in the magic used, but in the unforeseen consequences of these cosmic transactions.

The Devil's Due and the Price of Survival

The climax of the "Dangerous Habits" arc sees Constantine facing the ultimate reckoning for his deals. The
story doesn't shy away from showing the often-gruesome price of his survival. Ennis uses this to
underscore the theme that no magic, no matter how potent, comes without a cost. Constantine’s survival is
earned, but it is also a testament to his intelligence, his willingness to play dirty, and his sheer refusal to

become a pawn in anyone else's game, even death's.

The Characters Who Define "Dangerous Habits"

‘While John Constantine is undoubtedly the central figure, John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous
Habits (New Edition) features a cast of supporting characters who are as morally complex and often as
dangerous as he is. These individuals interact with John, either aiding him or hindering him, and their
presence adds depth and texture to the narrative, reflecting the grimy, often treacherous, world

Constantine inhabits.

John Constantine: The Worn-Out Magician

At the heart of the story is John Constantine himself, depicted here as a man confronting his own
mortality. His signature trench coat, perpetual cigarette, and cunning intellect are all present, but they are
now tinged with a weariness born from a life lived on the edge. Despite his cynicism and his often-

unscrupulous methods, his fundamental drive to survive and to resist being controlled by external forces



remains his defining characteristic. This volume delves deep into his psychological state, showcasing his

fear, his defiance, and his surprising resilience.

The Demons: Corporate Entities of Evil

Ennis portrays the demons in "Dangerous Habits" not just as monstrous beings, but as shrewd, business-
minded entities. They operate with a certain level of bureaucracy and have their own internal politics.
Characters like the First of the Fallen, a powerful demonic lord, are depicted as calculating individuals who
see Constantine's predicament as an opportunity for a lucrative transaction. Their interactions with John are
characterized by a mixture of veiled threats, sly offers, and a shared understanding of the transactional

nature of power in the supernatural realm.

The Angels: Complicated Figures of Authority

Even the angelic figures in "Dangerous Habits" are not presented as purely benevolent beings. They
operate under a rigid, often unforgiving, divine law. Their interactions with Constantine are often
characterized by stern pronouncements and a detached sense of justice. This nuanced portrayal avoids easy
black-and-white morality, presenting a universe where even the forces of good have their own

complicated rules and limitations, which Constantine is more than willing to exploit.

Supporting Cast: Fellow Travelers in the Darkness

Throughout the volume, Constantine interacts with a variety of other characters, some of whom are
recurring figures in the Hellblazer lore. These characters often serve as conduits for information, sources of
assistance, or unwitting pawns in John's schemes. Their presence adds a sense of lived-in reality to the
supernatural world, grounding the extraordinary events in the everyday struggles and moral compromises

of ordinary (and not-so-ordinary) people.

Thematic Depth: More Than Just Magic and Monsters

Beyond the supernatural thrills and the grim atmosphere, John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous
Habits (New Edition) delves into profound thematic territory. Garth Ennis masterfully uses the character
and his plight to explore universal human concerns, filtered through the lens of the occult and

Constantine's unique worldview. The collection is a rich tapestry of ideas that resonate long after the final

page is turned.



Addiction and Its Consequences

Constantine's lifestyle has always been defined by his vices — smoking, drinking, and a general disregard
for his own well-being. "Dangerous Habits" directly confronts the most severe consequence of these habits:
his lung cancer. The story serves as a powerful, albeit dark, exploration of addiction and the long-term price
of self-destruction. It's not a preachy narrative, but rather a stark portrayal of how choices, even seemingly
mundane ones, can lead to devastating outcomes, especially in a world where supernatural forces can

amplify or exploit human frailty.

Mortality and the Fear of Death

The overarching theme is Constantine's confrontation with his own mortality. This is a fundamental
human fear, and Ennis explores it through the eyes of a character who has always believed he could cheat
death. The story examines what it means to be human when faced with the inevitable end, and the
desperate measures people will take to avoid it. It questions whether survival is worth any price and

explores the terror of oblivion for a man who has lived a life outside the normal bounds of society.

Morality and Compromise

John Constantine is not a hero in the traditional sense. He operates in shades of gray, often making morally
reprehensible choices for what he perceives as the greater good, or more frequently, for his own survival.
"Dangerous Habits" showcases this moral ambiguity at its peak. He manipulates, he lies, he makes pacts with
devils — all in his quest to live. The story forces readers to question where the line is drawn, and if

survival justifies any means, no matter how unsavory.

The Nature of Faith and Belief

Despite his lifelong skepticism and disdain for organized religion, Constantine finds himself negotiating
with forces that are often associated with divine or infernal powers. This situation forces him to confront
the nature of faith and belief, even if it is from a purely pragmatic, transactional standpoint. His interactions
with angels and demons reveal that even these cosmic entities operate within their own frameworks of

belief and law, and Constantine's challenge is to understand and exploit these systems.



Artistic Contributions: Bringing Hellblazer to Life

The visual storytelling in John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous Habits (New Edition) is as crucial
to its impact as the writing. The artists who contributed to this arc brought Garth Ennis's dark and gritty
vision to life, perfectly capturing the bleak atmosphere and the visceral nature of Constantine's world. The

artwork complements the narrative, enhancing the horror and the dramatic tension.

Visualizing the Grimy Underworld

The artists in this volume excel at depicting the gritty, urban decay that serves as Constantine's natural
habitat. From smoky pubs to desolate alleyways, the settings are rendered with a palpable sense of grime
and desolation. This visual style enhances the feeling of hopelessness and desperation that permeates the

story, making the supernatural threats feel more grounded and immediate.

Character Design and Expression

The character designs are iconic, with Constantine himself often depicted with a world-weary expression,
his signature smirk, and the ever-present cigarette. The artists effectively convey the emotional turmoil
Constantine experiences throughout his struggle with cancer and his desperate bargains. The demons and
other supernatural entities are brought to life with horrifying detail, showcasing their alien nature and

immense power.

Pacing and Panel Layout

The artists also play a significant role in the pacing of the narrative. Clever panel layouts and dynamic
compositions guide the reader's eye, building suspense during tense moments and delivering impactful
reveals. The interplay between the art and the script ensures that the story flows smoothly, drawing the

reader deeper into Constantine's perilous journey.

Why "Dangerous Habits" Endures: Legacy and Impact

The "Dangerous Habits" storyline, as presented in John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous Habits
(New Edition), has cemented its place as a classic within the Hellblazer canon. Its enduring appeal lies in its

fearless exploration of complex themes, its compelling character development, and its sheer narrative



power. This arc is frequently cited by fans and critics alike as a high point for the series, influencing

subsequent stories and media adaptations.

The reason for its lasting impact is multifaceted. Firstly, it dared to make John Constantine vulnerable,
forcing him to confront a threat far more personal than any demon. This brought a new level of depth and
relatability to the character. Secondly, Garth Ennis's writing, with its sharp wit, dark humor, and
unflinching look at the human condition, resonated deeply with readers. The blend of horror, drama, and
philosophical inquiry created a narrative that was both entertaining and thought-provoking. Finally, the
artwork consistently matched the tone and intensity of the story, creating a truly immersive experience.

The "Dangerous Habits" arc didn't just tell a story; it redefined what John Constantine could be.

The "New Edition" Advantage: What to Expect

The availability of John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous Habits (New Edition) offers modern
readers a chance to experience this seminal work in a format that is both accessible and high-quality. "New
Edition" typically implies improvements in presentation, such as enhanced artwork reproduction,
improved paper quality, and often, supplementary material that enriches the reading experience. For fans
of supernatural thrillers and complex anti-heroes, this volume represents an essential piece of comic book

history, now presented in its best possible form.

These updated editions often aim to bring classic stories to a wider audience while maintaining the
integrity of the original work. For collectors and new readers alike, the "New Edition" ensures that the
visual and textual nuances of Garth Ennis's "Dangerous Habits" are presented with the clarity and fidelity
they deserve, making it a compelling purchase for anyone interested in the darker, more mature side of

the DC Universe's Vertigo imprint.

FAQ

Q What makes "Dangerous Habits" such a significant storyline in the
Hellblazer comic series?

A: "Dangerous Habits" is significant because it shifts the focus from external supernatural threats to John
Constantine's personal battle with mortality. It explores themes of addiction, the consequences of one's
lifestyle, and the desperate measures one might take to survive, all delivered with Garth Ennis's signature

dark humor and gritty realism. It marked a pivotal moment for the character's development.



Q Who wrote the "Dangerous Habits" storyline collected in this volume?

A: The "Dangerous Habits" storyline in John Constantine, Hellblazer Vol. 5: Dangerous Habits (New
Edition) was written by Garth Ennis, a celebrated comic book writer known for his mature and often

controversial work.

Q What is the central conflict John Constantine faces in "Dangerous
Habits"?

A: The central conflict is John Constantine's diagnosis of terminal lung cancer. This forces him to
desperately seek a cure, leading him to make dangerous bargains with powerful demonic and potentially

celestial entities, all while grappling with his own mortality.

Q Are there any new additions or features in the "New Edition" of this
volume?

A: While specific features can vary, "New Edition" releases of comic collections often include improved
artwork reproduction, higher quality paper, and sometimes bonus material such as creator interviews,
concept art, or introductory essays. The primary advantage is a cleaner, more visually appealing

presentation of the classic story.

Q What kind of tone can readers expect from this volume of Hellblazer?

A: Readers can expect a dark, gritty, and often cynical tone, infused with black humor. The stories delve
into mature themes and explore the grim realities of dealing with supernatural forces and personal vices. It

is known for its complex morality and unflinching look at the darker aspects of life.

Q: Does this volume feature any other significant characters besides John
Constantine?

A: Yes, while John is the central figure, "Dangerous Habits" features a range of supporting characters,
including various demons depicted as cunning and business-minded entities, as well as more morally
ambiguous angelic figures. The interactions with these characters are crucial to the plot and highlight the

complex supernatural ecosystem Constantine navigates.

Q: Is "Dangerous Habits" a good starting point for new readers of



Hellblazer?

A: While "Dangerous Habits" is a highly acclaimed storyline, it builds upon established lore and character
history. It might be best appreciated by readers who have some familiarity with John Constantine's
character and the general premise of the Hellblazer series. However, due to its self-contained nature

regarding Constantine's personal crisis, it can still be an engaging read for dedicated newcomers.

John Constantine Hellblazer Vol 5 Dangerous Habits New
Edition
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