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john deere 350 sickle bar mower manual: Your Comprehensive Guide to Operation, Maintenance,
and Troubleshooting. Owning a John Deere 350 sickle bar mower is a significant asset for anyone
needing efficient and reliable vegetation management. To unlock the full potential of this robust
machine and ensure its longevity, a thorough understanding of its operation and maintenance is
paramount. This article serves as your definitive resource, delving deep into everything you need to
know about your John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual. We will explore essential operating
procedures, detailed maintenance schedules, troubleshooting common issues, and the importance of
proper storage. Whether you are a seasoned operator or new to sickle bar mowing, this guide aims
to empower you with the knowledge necessary for safe and effective use.
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Understanding Your John Deere 350 Sickle Bar Mower
Manual

The John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual is more than just a booklet; it is the definitive
technical document designed to guide you through every aspect of your equipment. It provides
critical information that, when followed diligently, can prevent costly breakdowns, enhance
performance, and ensure the safety of the operator and bystanders. Understanding the structure
and content of this manual is the first step towards mastering your mower.



Key Sections of the Manual

A typical John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual is organized into several key sections, each
addressing a specific area of operation and ownership. Familiarizing yourself with these sections will
allow you to quickly find the information you need, when you need it.

Introduction and Safety: This initial section often contains vital safety warnings, general
information about the mower, and an overview of its features and capabilities. It is crucial to
read and understand all safety precautions before operating the mower.

Operating Instructions: This part details how to properly start, operate, and stop the mower.
It covers connection procedures to the tractor, adjustments for different mowing conditions,
and recommended operational speeds.

Maintenance and Lubrication: This is arguably one of the most important sections for
ensuring the longevity of your equipment. It outlines regular maintenance tasks,
recommended lubrication points, types of lubricants to use, and the frequency of these
services.

Troubleshooting: When issues arise, this section provides a systematic approach to
diagnosing and resolving common problems. It often includes a table of symptoms and their
potential causes and solutions.

Specifications: This section provides detailed technical specifications of the mower, including
dimensions, weights, and performance data.

Parts Lists and Diagrams: Often included, these provide visual references for identifying
and ordering replacement parts.

Operating Your John Deere 350 Sickle Bar Mower

Proper operation is fundamental to achieving efficient mowing results and maintaining the integrity
of your John Deere 350 sickle bar mower. The manual provides detailed instructions to ensure you
are using the mower correctly for various conditions.

Pre-Operation Checks

Before each use, a thorough pre-operation check is essential. This involves inspecting the mower for
any visible damage, ensuring all bolts and nuts are tight, and verifying that the lubrication levels are
adequate. The manual will detail specific checkpoints for the 350 model, which may include:



Checking the condition of the sickle bar and guards for any damage or wear.

Ensuring the drive components are properly connected and secured.

Verifying hydraulic fluid levels if applicable.

Inspecting the drive shaft for any signs of damage or wear.

Checking tire pressure if the mower has integrated wheels.

Safe Operating Practices

Safety should always be the top priority when operating any piece of machinery. Your John Deere
350 sickle bar mower manual will contain a dedicated safety section with critical guidelines. These
typically include:

Wearing appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) such as safety glasses, gloves, and
sturdy footwear.

Ensuring the area to be mowed is clear of obstructions, people, and animals.

Operating at safe speeds, especially on uneven terrain or slopes.

Never allowing unauthorized individuals near the operating mower.

Understanding and utilizing all safety features of the mower and tractor.

Mowing Techniques

The manual will also offer guidance on effective mowing techniques for the John Deere 350. This can
include recommendations on ground speed, how to approach different types of vegetation, and
strategies for managing turns and terrain. Proper technique not only ensures a cleaner cut but also
minimizes stress on the mower and tractor.

Routine Maintenance for Your John Deere 350

Consistent and proper maintenance is the cornerstone of a long and productive life for your John
Deere 350 sickle bar mower. The manual provides a clear roadmap for these essential tasks, helping
you prevent small issues from becoming major problems.



Daily Checks

Before or after each day's operation, a few quick checks can make a significant difference. These
typically involve a visual inspection for any loose parts, debris accumulation, or obvious signs of
wear. Ensuring that all guards are in place and secure is also part of this daily routine.

Weekly Maintenance

On a weekly basis, or after a certain number of operating hours as specified in the manual, more in-
depth maintenance should be performed. This often includes:

Greasing all designated lubrication points to prevent wear and corrosion.

Checking and tightening any fasteners that may have loosened during operation.

Inspecting the drive system for proper tension and alignment.

Cleaning the mower to remove grass clippings and debris that can lead to rust or hinder
performance.

Monthly and Seasonal Servicing

As your usage dictates, the manual will detail more comprehensive monthly or seasonal servicing
requirements. This could involve checking and topping up hydraulic fluids, inspecting wear
components more thoroughly, and performing more extensive cleaning and lubrication routines. For
seasonal equipment, proper winterization procedures outlined in the manual are critical.

Lubrication Points and Procedures

Lubrication is paramount for the smooth operation and longevity of the sickle bar mower. Your
manual will clearly identify all grease fittings and lubrication points, specifying the type of lubricant
to use and the recommended intervals for application. Following these instructions precisely will
reduce friction, prevent premature wear, and protect against rust and corrosion.

Blade Maintenance and Sharpening

The cutting performance of your sickle bar mower is directly dependent on the condition of its
blades. The manual will guide you on how to inspect the sickle sections for wear or damage, and



more importantly, how to properly sharpen them. Dull or damaged blades can lead to poor cutting
quality, increased fuel consumption, and excessive strain on the mower's drive system.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with Your John Deere
350

Even with diligent maintenance, issues can occasionally arise. The troubleshooting section of your
John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual is an invaluable resource for diagnosing and resolving
these problems efficiently.

Blade Not Cutting Effectively

If your mower is not cutting cleanly, the manual will guide you to check for several potential causes.
These could include dull or damaged sickle sections, improper blade adjustment, worn guards, or
excessive ground speed. The troubleshooting guide will offer step-by-step instructions for identifying
the root cause and implementing the appropriate solution.

Mower Vibrations

Excessive vibration can be an indicator of a serious issue. Common causes include unbalanced sickle
sections, loose components, or damage to the drive shaft. Your manual will help you systematically
identify the source of the vibration, often by recommending checks of specific parts and their
securement.

Drive Shaft Problems

Problems with the drive shaft, such as excessive noise, binding, or visible damage, require
immediate attention. The manual will provide guidance on inspecting the U-joints, bearings, and
overall alignment of the drive shaft to ensure it is functioning correctly and safely.

Storage and Winterization of Your John Deere 350
Sickle Bar Mower

Proper storage, especially during off-seasons, is crucial for protecting your investment. The John
Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual will provide detailed instructions on how to prepare your mower
for storage to prevent damage and ensure it is ready for use when needed again.



Preparing for Storage

Before storing the mower, a thorough cleaning is essential. Remove all grass clippings, dirt, and
debris. This is also the ideal time to perform any deferred maintenance, such as lubrication, and to
inspect for any potential issues that may have developed during the mowing season. Fuel
stabilization may also be recommended if the mower will be stored with a full tank of fuel.

Long-Term Storage Tips

For extended periods of storage, the manual may suggest specific measures like applying a rust
inhibitor to exposed metal parts or protecting the sickle bar from moisture. Storing the mower in a
dry, protected environment, such as a barn or shed, is also highly recommended to shield it from the
elements.

Sourcing a John Deere 350 Sickle Bar Mower Manual

For owners who may not have their original John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual, or who
require a replacement, several avenues exist. John Deere dealerships are typically the primary
source for official service and operator manuals. These can often be purchased directly or ordered.
Online platforms specializing in agricultural equipment manuals also sometimes carry copies or
digital versions. It is always best to ensure you are obtaining a manual specifically for the John
Deere 350 model to guarantee accuracy and completeness.

In conclusion, the John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual is an indispensable tool for any owner.
By understanding its contents, adhering to its operating and maintenance schedules, and utilizing its
troubleshooting guidance, you can ensure your mower performs reliably and efficiently for years to
come. Proper care and attention, as outlined in the manual, will maximize your productivity and
safeguard your investment.

FAQ

Q: Where can I find an official John Deere 350 sickle bar
mower manual?
A: The most reliable place to find an official John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual is through
your local John Deere dealership. They can order it for you or may have it in stock.

Q: What is the difference between an operator's manual and a



service manual for the John Deere 350 sickle bar mower?
A: An operator's manual typically focuses on safe operation, basic maintenance, and routine
adjustments. A service manual, on the other hand, is more in-depth and geared towards mechanics,
providing detailed repair procedures, specifications, and diagnostic information.

Q: How often should I lubricate my John Deere 350 sickle bar
mower according to the manual?
A: The frequency of lubrication will be specified in your John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual
and depends on usage. Generally, lubrication points should be greased daily or weekly, and more
thoroughly during seasonal servicing.

Q: Can I use a generic sickle bar mower manual for my John
Deere 350?
A: It is strongly recommended to use only the official John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual.
Sickle bar mowers can have specific designs and components that vary significantly between
manufacturers and models. Using a generic manual may lead to incorrect procedures and potential
damage.

Q: What are the most common reasons a John Deere 350 sickle
bar mower might not be cutting effectively?
A: According to typical manual guidance, common reasons for ineffective cutting include dull or
damaged sickle sections, worn guards, improper blade adjustment, incorrect mowing speed, or
issues with the drive mechanism.

Q: How do I sharpen the sickle bar blades on my John Deere
350?
A: The John Deere 350 sickle bar mower manual will detail the correct procedure for sharpening the
blades, which usually involves using a suitable file or grinding stone and ensuring the correct angle
is maintained for optimal cutting performance.

Q: Is it important to winterize my John Deere 350 sickle bar
mower, and how do I do it?
A: Yes, winterizing is crucial for long-term storage. Your manual will provide specific instructions,
which typically involve cleaning, lubricating, draining fuel or using a stabilizer, and protecting
exposed metal parts from rust.



Q: What should I do if I notice excessive vibration while
operating my John Deere 350 sickle bar mower?
A: Excessive vibration should be addressed promptly. Your manual's troubleshooting section will
guide you to inspect for loose components, unbalanced sickle sections, or drive shaft issues. It's
often recommended to stop operation until the cause is identified and resolved.
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