john deere 350 sickle mower manual

The Essential Guide to Your John Deere 350 Sickle Mower Manual

john deere 350 sickle mower manual: a vital resource for any owner or operator of this
classic piece of agricultural equipment. This comprehensive guide delves into the
intricacies of maintaining, operating, and troubleshooting your John Deere 350 sickle
mower, ensuring its longevity and peak performance. We will explore the critical sections
of the manual, from initial setup and routine maintenance to in-depth repair procedures
and safety precautions. Understanding your mower's specific needs is paramount for
efficient fieldwork and avoiding costly downtime. This article serves as an in-depth
exploration of what you can expect to find within the pages of your John Deere 350 sickle
mower manual, equipping you with the knowledge to handle any task with confidence.
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Understanding Your John Deere 350 Sickle Mower
Manual

The John Deere 350 sickle mower manual is more than just a collection of instructions; it
is the definitive blueprint for the proper care and operation of your valuable equipment.
This document is meticulously crafted by John Deere engineers to provide users with all
the necessary information to keep their sickle mower in optimal working condition.
Whether you are a seasoned farmer or new to operating agricultural machinery,
familiarizing yourself with the contents of this manual is the first and most crucial step
towards ensuring productivity and safety. It covers a wide spectrum of information, from
the most basic operational guidelines to complex repair diagnostics, making it an
indispensable tool.

Possessing a readily accessible and well-understood john deere 350 sickle mower
manual allows for proactive maintenance, which can significantly reduce the likelihood of
unexpected breakdowns. This proactive approach not only saves time and money but also
contributes to the overall lifespan of the mower. The manual details the specifications,
recommended service intervals, and the precise methods for performing various
adjustments and repairs. Without this essential documentation, operators are left to
guesswork, which can lead to improper maintenance, potential damage to the equipment,
and even safety hazards.



Navigating the Sections of the Manual

A typical John Deere 350 sickle mower manual is logically structured to facilitate easy
access to specific information. Understanding this structure will empower you to find what
you need quickly and efficiently. The initial sections often provide an overview of the
mower's components, safety precautions, and general operating instructions. Subsequent
sections delve into more specialized topics such as lubrication charts, maintenance
schedules, and detailed disassembly and reassembly procedures for various parts of the
sickle mower. Familiarity with these distinct sections ensures you can pinpoint solutions to
problems or learn about new operational techniques.

Introduction and Safety Precautions

The introductory section of your john deere 350 sickle mower manual is designed to
provide a foundational understanding of the equipment. It typically includes a brief
overview of the mower's purpose, its capabilities, and important nomenclature for its
various parts. Immediately following this, you will find a comprehensive set of safety
precautions. These are paramount and should be read and understood thoroughly before
operating the mower. They cover topics such as personal protective equipment (PPE), safe
operating practices on uneven terrain, and procedures for handling potential hazards
associated with the rotating blades and hydraulic systems.

Specifications and Technical Data

Within the manual, a dedicated section is usually devoted to the technical specifications
and data for the John Deere 350 sickle mower. This information is critical for
understanding the mower's capabilities, its weight, dimensions, and power requirements.
It will also detail fluid capacities, recommended tire pressures, and torque specifications
for various fasteners. This data is invaluable for proper setup, calibration, and ensuring
that the mower is being used within its designed parameters. Incorrect specifications can
lead to inefficient operation or damage.

Operating Instructions

This section is your guide to using the 350 sickle mower effectively and safely. It outlines
the steps for connecting the mower to your tractor, engaging the power take-off (PTO),
adjusting cutting height, and maneuvering the mower in different field conditions. The
john deere 350 sickle mower manual will provide specific instructions on how to
achieve a clean and even cut, as well as how to handle obstacles and variations in terrain.
Understanding these operating instructions is key to maximizing your mowing efficiency
and prolonging the life of the cutter bar.



Key Maintenance Procedures for Your 350 Sickle
Mower

Regular and correct maintenance is the cornerstone of a long-lasting and reliable sickle
mower. The John Deere 350 sickle mower manual provides detailed instructions for all
essential maintenance tasks, ensuring you can perform them correctly and at the
recommended intervals. Neglecting these procedures can lead to premature wear,
increased operating costs, and potential equipment failure, making the manual an
indispensable guide for any owner.

Lubrication Schedule and Procedures

Proper lubrication is crucial for reducing friction, preventing wear, and ensuring the
smooth operation of all moving parts on your John Deere 350 sickle mower. The manual
will feature a detailed lubrication chart that specifies which points require grease or oil,
the type of lubricant to use, and the recommended frequency of application. Following this
schedule diligently, as outlined in your john deere 350 sickle mower manual, will
significantly extend the life of components like the cutter bar, pitman arm, and any other
pivot points. It will also guide you on how to properly apply the lubricants to avoid over-
lubrication or contamination.

Blade Inspection and Replacement

The cutting blades are the heart of your sickle mower, and their condition directly impacts
cutting performance and the overall stress on the mower. The manual will provide
guidance on how to inspect the sickle sections for wear, damage, or dullness. It will also
detail the correct procedure for removing and replacing worn or damaged sections,
including the proper use of tools and the sequence for loosening and tightening bolts or
rivets. Ensuring sharp, well-maintained blades, as described in the manual, leads to
cleaner cuts and less power consumption.

Adjustments and Settings

The john deere 350 sickle mower manual will guide you through various essential
adjustments required to keep your mower performing optimally. This can include setting
the cutter bar angle, adjusting the spring tension for ground following, and ensuring the
proper tension of the drive belt or chain, if applicable. Correctly executed adjustments, as
per the manual's instructions, are vital for achieving an even cut, preventing excessive
wear, and ensuring the mower operates smoothly and efficiently across different field
conditions.



e Checking and adjusting cutter bar float
e Verifying pitman arm connection and wear
e Setting proper ground clearance

e Inspecting and tightening all fasteners

Operating Your John Deere 350 Sickle Mower
Safely

Safety is non-negotiable when operating any agricultural machinery, and the John Deere
350 sickle mower is no exception. Your manual is the primary source for understanding
the safe operating practices and potential hazards associated with this equipment.
Adhering strictly to these guidelines will protect you, others, and the equipment itself from
harm.

Pre-Operation Checks

Before starting the mower for each use, a thorough pre-operation check is essential. The
john deere 350 sickle mower manual will list all the critical points to inspect. This
typically includes checking fluid levels, inspecting the drive system for damage or wear,
verifying that all guards are in place, and ensuring the PTO shaft and its safety shielding
are in good condition. A quick walk-around and a functional check can prevent many
potential problems and ensure safe operation from the outset.

Field Operation Guidelines

Operating the sickle mower in the field requires careful consideration of the terrain and
conditions. The manual will provide guidance on how to approach slopes, uneven ground,
and potential obstacles such as rocks or stumps. It will emphasize the importance of
maintaining a safe speed, being aware of the mower's swing radius, and understanding
how to react in emergency situations. Following these guidelines, as detailed in your john
deere 350 sickle mower manual, is crucial for preventing accidents and damage to the
mower and your tractor.

Post-Operation Procedures

After you have finished mowing, there are specific post-operation procedures



recommended in the manual to ensure the mower is properly stored and ready for its next
use. This often includes cleaning the mower to remove debris, especially from the cutter
bar, checking for any loose parts or damage incurred during operation, and applying any
necessary lubrication before storage. Proper post-operation care, as outlined in the
manual, helps prevent corrosion and keeps the mower in good working order.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with the 350
Sickle Mower

Even with meticulous maintenance, issues can arise. The John Deere 350 sickle mower
manual contains a valuable troubleshooting section designed to help you diagnose and
resolve common problems efficiently. This section is often organized by symptom, making
it easier to find a solution when unexpected issues occur.

Cutter Bar Problems

Problems with the cutter bar are among the most frequent issues encountered with sickle
mowers. The manual will address symptoms such as uneven cutting, broken sickle
sections, or excessive vibration from the cutter bar. It will guide you through potential
causes, which might include dull or damaged sections, improper blade alignment, worn
pitman arms, or incorrect mower adjustments. The troubleshooting guide will then provide
step-by-step instructions on how to address these specific problems, often involving blade
replacement or adjustment procedures.

Drive System Issues

The drive system, which transfers power from the tractor to the sickle bar, can also
experience issues. Your john deere 350 sickle mower manual will likely include a
section on troubleshooting problems related to the PTO shaft, universal joints, or any drive
belts or chains. Symptoms might include excessive noise, shuddering, or a complete loss of
power to the cutter bar. The manual will help you identify potential causes such as worn
U-joints, misaligned shafts, or loose or damaged belts/chains, and provide guidance on
inspection and repair.

Hydraulic or Mechanical Malfunctions

Depending on the specific model and its features, your John Deere 350 sickle mower may
have hydraulic or more complex mechanical components. The manual's troubleshooting
section will offer guidance on diagnosing and rectifying issues such as hydraulic leaks,
malfunctioning lift cylinders, or problems with the mower's frame or mounting system. It
will often provide diagnostic charts and specific repair instructions tailored to these



systems, helping you to get your mower back in working order without unnecessary delay.

1. Symptom: Uneven cutting. Potential Causes: Dull blades, bent sections, improper
ground float. Solution: Inspect, sharpen/replace sections, adjust float.

2. Symptom: Excessive vibration. Potential Causes: Worn pitman arm, loose knife head,
damaged sickle sections. Solution: Inspect and replace worn parts, check sickle
alignment.

3. Symptom: Mower not engaging. Potential Causes: PTO shaft issue, drive belt/chain
problem, internal gearbox issue. Solution: Check PTO engagement, inspect drive
components, refer to specific gearbox troubleshooting.

Parts and Service Information in the Manual

A crucial aspect of any owner's manual is the information it provides regarding parts and
service. The John Deere 350 sickle mower manual typically includes detailed diagrams and
part numbers, which are essential for ordering replacements and conducting repairs
accurately.

Illustrated Parts Breakdown

One of the most valuable features of the john deere 350 sickle mower manual is its
illustrated parts breakdown. This section provides clear diagrams of each major assembly
and component of the mower. Each part is clearly labeled and associated with a specific
part number. This is indispensable when you need to order a replacement part, ensuring
you select the correct item for your specific model, thus avoiding costly mistakes and
ensuring proper fit and function.

Recommended Service Tools

To perform maintenance and repairs effectively, you often need specialized tools. The
manual may list recommended service tools that are either specific to the John Deere 350
sickle mower or are generally useful for its maintenance. Knowing these tools in advance
allows you to acquire them before you begin a repair, preventing delays and ensuring you
have the right equipment for the job, as advised within the manual.

Warranty and Service Recommendations



Information regarding the mower's warranty, if applicable, and recommendations for
professional servicing can also be found within the manual. While this guide empowers
you to perform many tasks yourself, it may also advise when professional intervention is
necessary for more complex repairs or routine servicing to maintain warranty validity.
This section helps you understand your options for keeping your mower in peak condition.

Accessing and Preserving Your John Deere 350
Sickle Mower Manual

Having your john deere 350 sickle mower manual readily accessible and well-
preserved is key to its utility. Over time, manuals can become worn, lost, or damaged,
making it difficult to refer to them when needed.

Digital vs. Physical Copies

John Deere often provides manuals in both physical and digital formats. Physical copies
are convenient for quick reference in the field or workshop, while digital versions can be
downloaded and stored on multiple devices, offering flexibility and ease of searchability.
Depending on your preference and how you typically work, you may find one format more
beneficial than the other. However, having both can be advantageous for comprehensive
access.

Keeping Your Manual in Good Condition

To ensure your manual remains a valuable resource for years to come, proper care is
essential. Store your physical manual in a clean, dry place, away from direct sunlight,
moisture, and potential contaminants like oil and grease. A binder or a protective sleeve
can help keep its pages intact. For digital copies, ensure you have reliable backups and
access to the device you intend to use for reference.

When to Seek Additional Information

While the john deere 350 sickle mower manual is comprehensive, there may be
instances where you require further assistance. This could include complex diagnostic
challenges, situations not explicitly covered, or when you're uncertain about a particular
procedure. In such cases, consulting a local John Deere dealership or a qualified
agricultural mechanic is always a wise decision. They have access to updated service
bulletins and extensive experience with your equipment.

The John Deere 350 sickle mower is a robust and reliable machine, and with the proper



guidance from its accompanying manual, you can ensure it performs exceptionally for
many seasons. Understanding the nuances of its operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting is no longer a daunting task when you have this definitive resource at
your fingertips. By investing time in familiarizing yourself with your john deere 350
sickle mower manual, you are investing in the efficiency, longevity, and overall success
of your agricultural operations.

Q: Where can I find an official John Deere 350 sickle
mower manual?

A: Official John Deere 350 sickle mower manuals can typically be purchased through
authorized John Deere dealers. You can also often find digital versions or order physical
copies directly from the John Deere website or through their online parts catalog. Some
older manuals might be available through specialized agricultural equipment manual
resellers.

Q: What type of information is usually included in a
John Deere 350 sickle mower manual?

A: A John Deere 350 sickle mower manual typically includes detailed operating
instructions, safety precautions, maintenance schedules, lubrication charts,
troubleshooting guides, parts breakdowns with part numbers, and sometimes
specifications and adjustment procedures for various components.

Q: How often should I lubricate my John Deere 350
sickle mower according to the manual?

A: The frequency of lubrication for your John Deere 350 sickle mower will vary depending
on the specific component and usage. Your manual will provide a detailed lubrication
chart specifying points to grease or oil, the type of lubricant, and recommended intervals,
which can range from daily checks to monthly or seasonal applications.

Q: Is it possible to download a digital copy of the John
Deere 350 sickle mower manual?

A: Yes, John Deere often makes digital versions of their manuals available for download
from their official website or through their online customer portal. Check the "Manuals" or
"Support" section of the John Deere website to see if a digital copy of the 350 sickle
mower manual is available.

Q: What should I do if I lose my John Deere 350 sickle



mower manual?

A: If you lose your physical manual, your first step should be to check the John Deere
website for a downloadable digital version. If a digital copy is not readily available, you
can contact your local John Deere dealer to inquire about purchasing a replacement
physical copy.

Q: How do I know if I have the correct John Deere 350
sickle mower manual for my specific model?

A: Ensure the model number and any serial number range specified on the cover or in the
introduction of the manual match your John Deere 350 sickle mower. Minor variations in
production years can sometimes lead to different manual versions.

Q: Can the John Deere 350 sickle mower manual help
me diagnose a bent cutter bar?

A: Yes, the troubleshooting section of the John Deere 350 sickle mower manual will likely
address common issues like a bent cutter bar. It should provide guidance on how to
identify the problem, potential causes (e.g., hitting an obstruction), and procedures for
inspection and repair or replacement.
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