
john in brave new world

john in brave new world stands as one of literature's most compelling
explorations of the clash between a seemingly utopian society and the raw,
untamed spirit of individualism. Aldous Huxley's seminal novel presents a
world engineered for happiness and stability, a world where personal freedom
and genuine emotion are sacrificed for the sake of control. At the heart of
this conflict is John, often referred to as the "Savage," whose upbringing
outside the World State exposes him to a different set of values, ultimately
leading to his tragic disillusionment. This article will delve deeply into
John's character, his origins, his interactions with the World State, and his
profound impact on the narrative's themes. We will examine his role as an
outsider, his passionate defense of human experience, and the ultimate
consequences of his rebellion against a society that has lost its soul.
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The Savage's Origins: John and the Reservation

John's unique position as the "Savage" is rooted in his birth and upbringing
on the Savage Reservation in New Mexico. Unlike the citizens of the World
State, who are conceived in hatcheries and conditioned from birth, John is
the son of Linda, a Beta-Plus caste woman from the World State who became
lost on a visit and subsequently gave birth to him. This allows John to
experience a life shaped by traditional human values, albeit filtered through
the primitive and often harsh realities of the Reservation.

His mother, Linda, despite her World State origins, struggled to adapt to
Reservation life. She often spoke of the comforts and pleasures of her
homeland, instilling in John a sense of curiosity and yearning for this
seemingly advanced civilization. However, his primary education came from the
tribal elders and Shakespeare's plays, which he memorized and internalized.
These works introduced him to concepts of love, loss, morality, and
spirituality – ideas that are entirely alien to the World State's engineered
contentment. His understanding of human experience is thus a complex tapestry
woven from tribal customs and the dramatic passions of Elizabethan
literature.



The Influence of Shakespeare on John's Worldview

William Shakespeare becomes John's singular intellectual and emotional
mentor. The plays, which he accesses through a tattered copy of "The Complete
Works of William Shakespeare," provide him with a vocabulary for emotions and
experiences that are absent in the World State. He learns about romantic
love, jealousy, grief, and the complexities of human relationships – all
forbidden or suppressed in his technologically advanced homeland. These
literary encounters shape his expectations of life and love, setting him up
for profound disappointment when he finally encounters the sterile reality of
the World State.

Through Shakespeare, John grasps the notion of individual agency, the
struggle against fate, and the inherent dignity of human suffering. This
provides a stark contrast to the World State's creed of "Community, Identity,
Stability," which prioritizes collective happiness over individual turmoil.
His interpretation of love, for instance, is heavily influenced by the
passionate and often tragic romances depicted in Shakespeare's works, leading
him to view the World State's promiscuity and lack of genuine affection as
deeply disturbing.

Encountering the World State: A Clash of
Cultures

John's introduction to the World State is orchestrated by Bernard Marx and
Lenina Crowne, who visit the Reservation and discover his existence. Bernard,
an Alpha-Plus with a penchant for rebellion against societal norms, sees John
as a means to gain social prestige and revenge on those who have ostracized
him. Lenina, a conditioned World State citizen, is simultaneously repulsed
and fascinated by John's "primitive" ways.

Upon arrival in London, John is thrust into a world of instant gratification,
emotional suppression through soma, and casual sexual encounters. The sterile
efficiency, the absence of pain, and the constant pursuit of pleasure are
bewildering to him. He witnesses a society where deep emotional connections
are nonexistent, replaced by superficial interactions and engineered
happiness. This immediate exposure to the World State's practices highlights
the fundamental chasm between his learned values and the society he has only
heard about.

John's Disgust with World State Society

John's initial awe quickly transforms into profound disgust. He is appalled
by the citizens' lack of genuine feeling, their reliance on soma to escape
any form of discomfort, and the casual dismissal of traditional family
structures and monogamy. His encounters with Mustapha Mond, the World
Controller, reveal the deliberate societal choices made to eliminate art,
religion, and scientific progress that could potentially lead to instability
or unhappiness. John sees this not as progress, but as a devastating loss of
what it means to be human.



He cannot comprehend a life devoid of struggle, pain, or authentic emotion.
For John, these elements are integral to the human experience, providing
depth, meaning, and the very essence of individuality. The World State's
engineered bliss, he argues, is a hollow imitation of life, sacrificing truth
and beauty for the sake of predictable contentment. His famous quote, "I'm
claiming the right to be unhappy," encapsulates his deep-seated rejection of
their artificial paradise.

John's Philosophy: Passion, Love, and Suffering

John's philosophy is fundamentally rooted in the romantic and dramatic ideals
he absorbed from Shakespeare. He believes in the power of genuine love, the
necessity of individual choice, and the inherent value of suffering as a
crucible for character and meaning. He yearns for a love that is profound and
exclusive, a concept entirely at odds with the World State's system of free
love and promiscuity.

He sees the World State's inhabitants as devoid of any real passions or deep
emotional connections. Their "happiness" is a chemical and psychological
state, devoid of the highs and lows that define a rich human existence. For
John, true fulfillment comes not from the absence of pain, but from the
capacity to feel deeply, to love intensely, and to confront life's inevitable
challenges with courage and integrity.

The Quest for Authentic Love

John's romantic notions are severely challenged by his interactions with
Lenina. While Lenina is attracted to him and attempts to engage in the casual
sexual practices of her society, John desires a deep, committed, and
passionate love, akin to the heroines in his beloved plays. He cannot
reconcile his idealized vision of love with Lenina's conditioned promiscuity
and her inability to grasp the emotional significance of their interactions.
This disconnect leads to immense frustration and a growing sense of
isolation.

His attempts to express his feelings in a way that aligns with his
Shakespearean ideals are met with confusion and incomprehension from Lenina.
This highlights the fundamental incompatibility of his worldview with the
World State's social engineering, where romantic love is deemed a dangerous
and destabilizing force.

Key Relationships: John and the Controllers

John's most significant interactions with the World State's authority come
through his encounters with Mustapha Mond. Mond, one of the ten World
Controllers, is a brilliant scientist who deliberately chose his position of
power over the pursuit of pure scientific truth, understanding that such
truth could disrupt the societal order. He represents the intellectual and
philosophical justification for the World State's system.



The debates between John and Mond form the philosophical core of the novel.
Mond argues for the necessity of sacrificing individual freedom, art, and
religion for the sake of social stability and happiness. He views these
elements as inherently destabilizing forces that lead to suffering and
conflict, which the World State has successfully eliminated. John, in turn,
passionately defends these very things, arguing that they are essential for a
meaningful human life.

Mond's Pragmatic Justification for Control

Mustapha Mond presents a pragmatic and chillingly rational defense of the
World State's ideology. He explains how art, religion, and the pursuit of
uncomfortable truths have been systematically suppressed because they lead to
discontent and unhappiness. He believes that a stable society, even one
devoid of profound emotional experience or individual struggle, is ultimately
preferable to one wracked by pain and conflict. His understanding of human
history allows him to justify the World State's engineered contentment.

Mond sees John's idealism and his adherence to outdated values as a dangerous
throwback. He represents the ultimate authority of the World State, capable
of understanding John's arguments but ultimately committed to maintaining the
status quo, even if it means offering John a place within the system or
exiling him to a remote island to prevent him from corrupting the established
order.

The Tragic Arc: From Hope to Despair

John's journey in the World State is marked by a gradual descent from hopeful
curiosity to profound despair. Initially, he believes he can find a place for
himself and perhaps even introduce a more meaningful way of life. However,
the more he experiences the World State, the more he is repulsed by its
superficiality and the absence of genuine human connection. His attempts to
live according to his own ideals become increasingly futile.

His public spectacle, where he attempts to incite a riot by throwing away
soma rations, marks a turning point. It demonstrates his growing desperation
and his inability to reconcile his values with the prevailing societal norms.
He becomes a spectacle himself, a curiosity for the World State's citizens,
much like a zoo exhibit.

The Culmination of Disillusionment

The final stages of John's arc are defined by his complete disillusionment
and his retreat from society. Unable to find solace or understanding, he
withdraws to a lighthouse, attempting to live a solitary life of penance and
self-purification. However, his sanctuary is invaded by the very forces he
sought to escape – gawkers, reporters, and the inevitable pull of the World
State's hedonistic culture. The ultimate act of defiance, his suicide, is a
tragic testament to his inability to endure the world he has come to despise.



His death is not just a personal tragedy but a profound indictment of the
World State. It signifies the impossibility of integrating genuine human
passion and individuality into a society engineered for absolute stability
and superficial happiness. His final act underscores the novel's warning
about the dangers of sacrificing authentic experience for the sake of comfort
and control.

John's Legacy and the Novel's Enduring Message

John the Savage remains a potent symbol of the individual's struggle against
oppressive conformity. His character serves as a vital counterpoint to the
World State's engineered utopia, forcing readers to question the true meaning
of happiness, freedom, and humanity. His story highlights the inherent
dangers of a society that prioritizes comfort and stability above all else,
at the expense of art, passion, and the full spectrum of human experience.

The enduring legacy of John in Brave New World lies in his unwavering
commitment to his ideals, even in the face of overwhelming opposition and
ultimate defeat. He embodies the human spirit's yearning for something more
than mere contentment, a desire for meaning that can only be found through
struggle, love, and loss. His tragedy serves as a powerful cautionary tale
about the potential cost of progress when it leads to the eradication of the
essential elements that define our humanity.

The Question of What It Means to Be Human

Through John, Huxley compels readers to consider what it truly means to be
human. Is it the absence of suffering and the presence of constant pleasure,
or is it the capacity to feel deeply, to love passionately, to create art,
and to grapple with moral and spiritual questions? John’s unwavering defense
of these complex and often painful aspects of life suggests that they are not
impediments to happiness, but rather the very foundations upon which a
meaningful existence is built.

His fate serves as a stark reminder that a society that seeks to eliminate
all forms of discomfort and individuality, no matter how well-intentioned,
risks creating a world that is fundamentally inhuman. The legacy of John in
Brave New World continues to resonate, prompting ongoing discussions about
societal values, technological advancement, and the preservation of the human
spirit.

FAQ

Q: Who is John in Brave New World?
A: John, often called the "Savage," is a central character in Aldous Huxley's
Brave New World. He is born and raised on the Savage Reservation, a stark
contrast to the technologically advanced and socially engineered World State.
His upbringing, heavily influenced by Shakespeare, provides him with a unique
perspective on love, passion, and individuality.



Q: How did John end up on the Savage Reservation?
A: John's mother, Linda, was a Beta-Plus caste citizen from the World State
who became lost during a visit to the Reservation. She became pregnant and
gave birth to John there, unable to return to her homeland until Bernard Marx
and Lenina Crowne discovered them years later.

Q: What are John's core beliefs and values?
A: John believes in the importance of genuine emotion, romantic love,
individual choice, and the inherent value of suffering. He is deeply
influenced by Shakespeare, which shapes his understanding of passion,
morality, and the human condition, all of which are suppressed in the World
State.

Q: How does John react to the World State's society?
A: John is initially curious about the World State but quickly becomes
disgusted by its superficiality, its reliance on soma for happiness, and its
lack of genuine emotional connection or individual freedom. He sees their
engineered contentment as a dehumanizing force.

Q: What is the significance of John's relationship
with Lenina Crowne?
A: John's relationship with Lenina highlights the vast cultural and
philosophical divide between him and the World State. He seeks a deep,
romantic love, while Lenina is conditioned for casual sex and cannot
comprehend his emotional depth, leading to frustration and misunderstanding.

Q: Who is Mustapha Mond, and what is his role in
relation to John?
A: Mustapha Mond is one of the ten World Controllers and represents the
intellectual justification for the World State's ideology. He engages in
philosophical debates with John, defending the necessity of sacrificing
freedom, art, and religion for stability and happiness, while John champions
these very elements.

Q: What is the ultimate fate of John the Savage?
A: John becomes increasingly disillusioned and attempts to live in isolation
at a lighthouse. However, he is hounded by crowds and ultimately commits
suicide, unable to reconcile his ideals with the hedonistic and conformist
society of the World State.

Q: What is the primary message conveyed through
John's character?
A: John's story serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of sacrificing
individual freedom, authentic emotion, and the full spectrum of human
experience for the sake of guaranteed happiness and social stability. He



represents the enduring human spirit's yearning for meaning beyond mere
contentment.

Q: Why is John referred to as "the Savage"?
A: John is called "the Savage" by the World State because he is from the
Savage Reservation and embodies a more traditional, less technologically
controlled way of life, complete with its perceived "primitive" emotions and
values, which are alien to the World State's citizens.

Q: How does John's perspective challenge the World
State's utopia?
A: John's perspective challenges the World State's utopia by demonstrating
that happiness achieved through the suppression of deep emotions, art, and
individual struggle is ultimately a shallow and dehumanizing existence,
proving that true human fulfillment requires more than just comfort and
stability.
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